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HAVING received my education ^t the 
learned feminaryj to which you have the honour 
to belongs having a regard for many of you 
perfonally^ and confidering you all as Handing 
m the peculiar fituation of guardians of humanity 
and religion^ you will hardly think it ftrange> 
if I (hould addrefs you on this important occafion* 

There is a circunmftance, however, which ren- 
ders the Hep I anm now taking particularly proper. 
The fubjea of this work originated with you. 

a 3 If 
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« 

If therefore, it has been at all inftrumental in 
itfetf, or has led me to fuch exertions as may 
have been in any degree inftrumental, in pro- 
curing that general attention to the flave trade, 
which prevails at prefent, and which I am con- 
fident in the courfe of time will be produftivc 
of its abolition, the merit of fo important an 
event will ultimately devolve upon you ; and 
you will be found to have exhibited to other 
feminaries an example, and to the world at large 
a proof, that, while you have been endeavouring 
to promote the caufe of learning, you have not 
been inattentive to the unalienable rights of men. 

If there is any other circumftance, that will 
additionally mark the propriety of the prefent 
addrefs, it is tlie very confpicuous part, which 
you have fince taken, in promoting the fame 
caufe, not only by public and private fubfcrip- 
tions, but by an application to the legiflature of 
your country. 

To you then this fecond edition (the firft 
having difcharged a private obligation) reverts 
as to its own parents, and is infcribed with this 
publick teftimony of your conduft^ by 

Your obedient fervant, 

THOMAS CLARKSON; 
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I T is With great pleafiire I inform the reader, that after 
a clofe attention for the fpace of fourteen mondis to the 
ftibjeS of flaverjr, and a refidence during the laft fummer 
at two of the (lave ports ih this kingdom, for the purpofe 
of colledling information, I have had many things to add 
to what I had written on this fubjedl, and but few to alter 
or corred. If any paffagfes were doubtful in the old, they 
have not been admitted in the hew edition. In thie 
Firft Part of the latterj two new chapters, vi:^. the 
ninth and tenth, containing an hiftory of the trade as it 
fubfifts at the prefent day, have been added. In the Third 
Par^ the fecond chapter^ which viras only a general nar- 
rative^ has been throwri into three chapters, for the pur- 
pofes of giving clearer and more circumftantial informa* 
tion on the fame points. 

Having pointed out fuch of the alterations ot additions 
as are moft worthy of notice in the prefent workj I have 
only to add^ that it will foon be followed by another Eflay 
on the fame fubjeft, compiled from authentic papers col- 
leded in my late tour, in which I flatter myfelf I (hall be 
able to prove to the publick, that the flave trade is as im" 
pQlitifk^ as it is inhuman and unjuft. 
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A -8 Ae fubjed of the followiflg work has fortmtatelf 
become of late a topick of converiation, I cannot 
begin the Preface in a ti>anner more fatis£i£^ory to the 
feelings of the benevolent reader, than'by ^giving an ac^ 
count of thoTe humane and worthy perfons, who have 
endeavoured to draw upon it that fhare of the publick aC*- 
tention which it has obtained. 

Among the well di^fed individuals> of diilerent na* 
tions and ages, who have humanely exerted themfelves 
to fupprefs the al^e6^ perfond flavery, introduced in the 
original cultivation of the European colonies iii the weft- 
ern world, Bartholomiw de las Cafas^ the pious bifliop of 
Chiapa^ in the fifteenth century, ^ms to have been the 
.£rft« This amiable man, during his refidence in Spanijh 
Afifrica, was fo fenfibly affected at the treatment wfaicb 
the miferable Indians underwent, that be returned to 
Spaifh to make a publick remonftrance before the cele- 
brated empen)r Charles die fifth, declaring, that Heaven 
would one day cdl him to an account for diofe cruelties^ 
which he then had it in his power to prevent. The fpeech, 
v^ich he made on the occafion, is now extant^ and is a 
moft perfed: picture of benevolence and piety. 

But his intreaties, by the oppofition of avarice, were 
rendered iiiefFe^bial : and I do not find by ^ny books 
which I have read upon the fubje<9:, that any other perfon 
interfered till the laft century, when Morgan Godwyn^ a 
Britifl) clergyman, diftinguiined himfelf in the caufe. 

The prefent age has alfo produced fome zealous and 
able oppofers of the colonial flavery. For about the middle 
of the prefent century, John TFoolman and Anthony Benezetf 
two refpe£lable members o{ the religious focie^ called 
iQiakers, devoted much of their time to the fubjedl. The 
(ormtt travelled through moft parts of North America on 

fcot, 



foot, to hold converfations with the members of his owii 
feft, on the impiety of retaining thofe in a ftate of invo- 
luntary fervitude, who had never given them offence^ 
The latter kept a free fchool at Philadelphia^ for the edu- 
cation of black people* He took evfery opportunity^ of 
pleading in their behalf. He publifhed feveral treatifes 
againft flavery,* and gave an hearty proof of his attach- 
m^t to the caufe, by leaving the whole of his fortune in 
fupport of that fchoo], to which he had fo geilerdufly de- 
voted his time and attention when alive.' , . .^ 

Till this time it does not appear, that any bodies of 
men had colle&ively interefted tfaemfelves in endeavouring 
to remedy the evil. But in the year 17549 the religious 
fociety, called. Quakers, publickly teftified their fenti- 
ments upon the fubjeft, -f decliaring, that '* to live in. 
*' cafe and pleuty bv the toil of thofe, whom fraud and 
** violence had put mto their power, was neither confif- 
** tent with Chriftianity nor common juftice." 

Impreffled with thefe fentiments, many of this fociety* 
immediately liberated their flaves ; and though fuch a mea- 
iure appeared to be attended with confiderablfe lofs to the 
benevolent individuals, who unconditionally prefentcd 
them with their freedom, ]ret they adopted it with plea- 
fure : nobly confidering, that to pofieis a little, in an ho- 
nourable way, was better than to .^oflefe much through 
the medium of ihjuftite. Their example was gradually, 
ibllowed by the reft. A general emancipation of .the 
Haves in the poflef&on of Quakers, at length took place ^ 
and fo effectually did they ferve the caufe vrhich they had 
undertaken, that they denied the claim c^ memberfhip in 
their religious community, to all fuch as fhould hereafter 
oppofe the fuggeftions of juftice in this particular, either 
by retaining flaves in their pof&ffion, or by being in any 
manner concerned in the flave trade: and it is a {a£tj 
that through the vaft trad of North America, there is 

* A Defcriptlon of Guinea, with aa Inquiry into the Rife and Pxt>* 
grefs of the Slave Trade, &c.— — A Caution to Great Bntaih'and her 
Colonies, in a fliort Reprefentation of the calamitous State 0^ the en -^ 
flaved Negroes in the Britiih Dominions. Be6det feveral fmaller pfeced. 

•f* They had cenfured the African TraJg in the year.i747y bat.hai. 
taken no publick nqtice of the coionlgl flavery till this time. 

at 
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» at this day fcarcely a flave in the pofleflion of an ac- 
knowledged Quaker. 

But though this meafure appeared, as has been obfcrved 
before, to be attended with confiderable lofs to the bene- 
volent individuals Who adopted it, yet, as virtue felJom 
fails of obtaining its reward, it became ultimately bene- 
ficial. Moft pf the flaves, who were thus unconditionally 
freed, returned without any folicitation to their former 
matters, to fcrve them, at ftated wages, as free men. 
The work, which they now did, was found to be better 
done than before. It was found alfo, that a greater 
quantity was done in the fame time. Hence lefs than the 
former number of labourers was fufEcient. From thefe, 
and a variety of other circumftances, it appeared, that 
their plantations were conliderably more profitable, when 
worked by free men, than when worked, as before, by 
flaves ; and that they derived therefore, contrary to their 
expe(9:ations, a confiderable advantage from their benevo- 
lence. 

Animated by the example of the Quakers, the members 
erf other lefts began to deliberate about adopting the lame 
meafure. Some of thofe of the church of England, of the 
Roman Ca^tholicks, and of die Prefbyterians and tnde- 
pendants, freed their flaveS ; and there happened but one 
inftance, where the matter was debated, where it was not 
immediately put in force. This was in Pennfylvanla. It 
was agitated in the fynod of the Prefbyterians there, to 
, oblige their members to liberate their flaves. The queP. 
tion was negatived by a majority of but one perfon ; and 
this oppofition feemed to arife rather from a diflike to the 
attempt of forcing fuch a meafure upon the members of 
- that comniunity, than from any other confideration. I 
have the pleafure of being credibly informed, that the 
manumiflion'of flaves, or the employment of free men in 
the plantations, is now daily gaining ground in North 
America. Should flavery be aboliftied there, (and it is 
an event, which, from thefe circumftances, we may rea- 
fonably expeft to be produced in time) let it be remem- 
bered, that the Quakers will have had the merit of its 
abolition. 

Nor 
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Nor have their brethren here been lefs affiduous in thd 
caufe. As there are happily no flaves in this country, {o 
diey have not had the fame opportunity of fhewing their 
benevolence by a general emancipation. They have not 
however omitted to (hew it as for as they have been able* 
At their religious meetings they have regularly inquired 
if any of their members are concerned in the iniquitous 
Jlfrican trade* They have appointed a committee fof 
obtaining every kind of information on the fubje£t, with 
a view to its mppreffion, and, about three or four years 
ago, petitioned parliament on the occafion for their inter« 
ference and fupport. I am forry to add, that their bene- 
volent application was ineffecShia), and diat the reforma-* 
tion of an evil, productive of confequences equally im-^ 
politick and immoral, and generally acknowledged to 
have long disgraced our national charafter, ^s yet left to 
the unfupported efforts of piety, morality and juftice^ 
againft intereft, violence and oppref&on ; and uiefe, I 
blufh to acknowledge, too ftrongfy countenanced by the 
legiflative authority of a country, the bafis of whofe go-* 
vernment is liberty ^ 

Nothing can be more clearly {hewn, than that an iil-> 
cxhauftible mine of wealth is ncglefted in ^/r/V^/, for 
die profecution of this impious traffick ; that, if proper 
meafures were taken, the revenue of this country might 
be greatly improved, its naval ftrength increafed, its co- 
lonies in a more flourifhing fituation, tl^e planters richer, 
and a trade, which is now a fcenc of blood and defola-* 
don, converted into one, which might be profecuted with 
advantagi and honour. 

Such have been the exertions of the Quakers in the 
caufe of humanity and virtue. They are ftill profecuting, 
as far as they are able, their benevolent defign \ and I 
ihould flop here and praife them for thus continuing their 
humane endeavours, but that I conceive it to be unnecet- 
(afy. They are afting confiftently with the principles of 
religion. They will nnd a reward in their own confci- 
cnces 5 and they will receive more real pleafure from a 
lingle refleftion on their conduft, than they can poffibly 
experience from die praifes of an hoft of writers. 

Ta 
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In giving this (bort account of thofe humane and wor-f 
thy perfons, who have endeavoured to reftore to their fel- 
low creatures the rights of nature, of which they had been 
unjuftiy deprived, I fhould feel myfelf unjuft, were I tQ 
omit two zealous oppofers of the colonial tyranny, confpi« 
cuous at the prefent day. 

The firfl: is Mr. Granville Sharp. This Gentleman has 
particularly diftinguiflied himfelf in the caufe of freedom. 
It is a notorious faft, that, but a few years fince, many of 
tile unfortunate black people, who had been brought froni 
tiie colonies into this cpuntry, were fold in the metropolis 
to merchants and others, when their mafters had no farther 
occafion for their fervices ; though it was alwavs lender- 
flood that every perfon was free, as foon as he landed on 
the Brltifli Chore. In confequence of this notion, thefe 
unfortunate black people, refufed to go to the new matters, 
to whom they were configned. They were however feiz-f 
cd, and forcibly conveyed, under cover of the night, to 
(hips then lying in the Thames^ to be re-tranfported to the 
colonies, and to be delivered again to the planters as mer- 
chantable goods. The humane Mr. Sharpf^ was the 
means of putting a flop to this iniquitous traffick. When- 
ever he gained information of people in fuch a (ituation, he 
caufed them to be brought on ihore. At a condderabfe 
expence he undertook their caufe, and wras inftrumental in 
obtaining the famous decree in the cafe of Somerfettj that 
as foon as any perfon whatever fet his foot in this country, 
be came under the proteftion of the Britijh laws, and was 
confequently free. Nor did he interfere lefs honourably 
in that cruel and difgraccful cafe, in the fummer of the 
year 1781, when an hundred and thirty -two Africans, in 
Aeir paflage to the colonies, were thrown into the fea 
alive, to defraud the underwriters ^ but his pious endea- 
vours were by no means attended with the fame fuccefi. 
To enumerate his many laudable endeavours in the extir-f 
pation of tyranny and opprefEon, would be to fwell the 
preface into a volume : fuffice it to fay, that he has written 
feveral books on the fubjeft, and one particularly, which 
be diftinguiflxcs by the title of ♦^ J Limitation of Sla^ 

The 
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The fccond is the Rev. James Ramjay. This gentle- 
man refided for many years in the JVeJtAndies^ in the cle« 
fical oipcp. He perufed all the colonial codes of law, 
with a view to find if there were any favourable daufes, by 
which the grievances of flaves could be redrefled ; but he 
was fevcrely difappointed in his purfuits. He publiflied ^ 
treatife, fiiicc his return to EngUnd, called AnEffay on the 
Treatment and Converfion of African Slaves in the Britijh 
Sugar Cclonies^ which I recommend to the periifal of the 
humane reader. This work refleSs great praife upon the 
author, fmce, in order to be of fcrvice to this Angularly 
opprefled part of the human fpecies, he compiled it at thq 
ex pence oi forfeiting that friendfhip, which he had con- 
traScd with many in thofe parts, during a feries of years, 
and at the hazard, as I am credibly informed, of fuffering 
much in his private property, as well as of fubjefiing him- 
felf to the ill-will and perfecution of numerous individuals* 

This Effay on the Treatment and Converfion of African 
Slaves^ contains fo many important truths on the colonial 
flavery, and has come fo borpe fofhe planters, (being writ-? 
ten by a jicrfon who Ijas a thorough knowledge of the fub- 
je£l) as to have occasioned a confiderable alarm. With- 
in the l;aft eight pipnths, two publications have exprefsly 
appeared againft it. One qf them is intitled " Curfiry 
** Remarks on Mr. Rqmfay^s Effay \'^ the other an ^^ Apor 
^^ logy for Ncgroe Slavery.** On each of thefe I ani 
bound, as writing on the fubjed, to make a few remarks. 

The Curfory Remarker infinuates, that Mr. Ramfay 's ac- 
count of the treatment is greatly exaggerated, if not wholly 
falfe. To this I fliall make the following reply. I have 
the honour of knowing fever^I difintercfted gentlemen^^ 
who have been acquainted with the Weft Indian iflands 
for years. I call them difinterefted, bccaufe th?y have 
neither had a concern in the African tr^de, nor in the 
fflonial fljivery : and I have heard thefe unanimoufly aflert, 
that Mr. Ranfay's account is fo far from being exaggerat- 
ed, or taken from the mqft dreary pictures that he could 
findy that it is abfolutely below the truth ; that he muft 
.have omitted many inftances of cruelty, which he bad feen 
himfelf; and that they only wondered, how he could have 
uiittcp with fo much niodw-ration upon the fubjcft. They 

allow 
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^ilow the Cifrfory Remarks to be excellent as a compofi- 
tion, but declare that it is perfecSly devoid of truth. 

But the Curfory Remarker does not depend fo much on 
-the circumftances which he has advanced, (nor can he, 
fince they have no other exiftence than in his own brain) 
us on the inftrumeht detradion. This he has ufed with 
the utmoft virulence through the whole of his publica- 
tion^ artfully fuppofing, that if he could bring Mr, Ram-^ 
faf% reputation into difpute, his work would fall of courfe, 
as of no authenticity. I fiibmit this fimple queflion to 
the reader. When a writer, in attempting to filence a 
publication, attacks the charader of its author, rather than 
the principles of the work itfelf, is it not a proof that the 
.work itfelf is unqueftionable, and that this writer is at a 
lo& to find an argument againft it ? 

But there is fomethi^g \o very ungenerous in this mode 
of replication, as to require farther notice. For if this is 
the mode to be adopted in literary difputes, what writer 
can be fafe ? Or who is there, that will not be deterred 
from taking up his pen in the caufe of virtue ? There are 
circumftances in every perfon's life, which, if given to 
the publick in a malevolent manner, and without explana- 
tion, might eflentially injure him in the eyes of the world; 
though, were they explained, they would be even reput- 
able. The Curfory Remarker has adopted this method of 
difpute; but Mr. ^m/2i^ has explained himfelf to the fa- 
tis&£Hon of all parties, and has refuted him in every point. 
The name of this Curfory Remarker is Tobin : a name, 
which I feel myfelf obliged to hand down with detefta- 
tion, as far as I am able ; and with an hint to future wri- 
ters, that they will do themfelves more crt dit, and ferve 
more effefiually the caufe which they undertake, if on fuch 
occafions they attack die work, ramer than the chara(Ster 
of the writer, who affords them a fubje£l for their lucu- 
brations. 

Nor is this the only circumflance, which induces me to 
take fuch particular notice of the Curfory Remarks, I 
iecl it incumbent upon me to refcue an injured perfon from 
the cruel afperfions that have been thrown upon him, as I 
have bee^ repeatedly infoimed by thofe, who have the 

pleafure 
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fdcafure of his acquaintance, that his charadler is irre«* 
proachable^ I am alfo interefted myfelf. For if fuch detrac- 
tion is pafTed over in (Hence, my own reputation, and not 
my work, may be attacked by an anon3anous hireling in 
the caufe of flavery. 

The Apology for Negroi Slavery is almoft too defpicabl^ 
a compofition to merit a reply. I have only therefore to 
obferve; (as is frequently the cafe in a bad caufe, or where 
writers do not confine themiblves to truth) that the work 
refutes itfelf. This writer, fpeaking of the flave-trade, 
ailerts, that people are never kidnapped on the coaft q( 
Africa f In peaking of the treatment of flaves, he ailerts 
again, that it is of the very mildeft nature, and that they 
live in the moil comfortable and happy manner imaginable^ 
To prove e^ch of bis ailertions, he propofes the following 
regulations. That the ftealing of flaves from Africa (hould 
be felony. That ^^premeditated murder of a flayc by any 
perfon on boa^d^ fhould come under the fame denQmina-r 
tion. That when flaves arrive in the cqloalss, }ands 
fhould be allotted for their provifions, in proportion to their 
number^ of cpmrniflloners mould fee that zfujicient v^mn-r 
tixy of found wholefome provifions is purchafed^ That they 
fhould not wofk on Sundays and other h<dy-days. That 
extra labour, or night-work^ out of crop^ fliould be prohi- 
bited. That a limited number cf ftripcs fhould be inflid- 
ed upon them. That they ihould have annually a fuit of 
clothes. That old infirm flaves fhould be properly cared 
for.' — ! — Now it can hardly be conceived, that if this 
author had tried to injure his caufe, or contradict himfelf, 
he could |K)t have done it in a more elFedual manner, than 
by th.e propoi^ of thefe fsdutary regulations. For to fay 
(that flaves are honourably obtained on the coafl ; to fay 
that their treatment is of th^ pijldeft nature, and yet to pro- 
pofe the above-mentioned regulations as necefiary, is to 
refute himfelf more clearly, than I confefe myfelf to be 
able to do : and I have only to requefl, that the regula- 
tions propofed by this writer, in the defence of flavery, 
may be confidered as fo many proofs of the afTertions con- 
tained in my own work. 

I fhall clofe my account with an obfervation, which is 
of great importance in the prefent cafe. Of all the pub- 
lications 
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Iications in favour of the flave- trade, or the fubfequent fla- 
very in the colonies, there is not one, which has not been 
written, either by a chaplain to the African faftorips, or by 
a merchant, or by a planter, or by a perfon whofe intcreft 
has been connefted in the caufe which he has taken upon 
him to defend. Of this defcription are Mr. Tohin^ and the 
Apologiji for Negroe Slavery. While on the other hand 
thofe, who have had as competent a knowledge of the fub- 
jeft, but not the fame intereft as themfelves, have unani- 
moufly condemned it ; and many of them have written 
their fentiments upon it, at the hazard of creating an in- 
numerable hoft of enemies, and of being fubjefted to the 
xnoft malignant oppofition. Now, which of thefe are we 
to believe on the occafion ? Are we to believe thofe, who 
are parties concerned, who are interefted in the practice ?— 
Sut the queilion does not admit of a difpute. 

* With ref|^6t to my own work, it will perhaps 
be afked, from what authority I have collcded thofe 
lafts, which relate to the colonial flavery. I reply, 
that I have had the means of the very beft of informa- 
tion on the fubjefl: ; having the pleafure of being ac- 
quainted with many, both in the naval and military de- 
partments, as well as with feveral others, who have been 
long acquainted with America and the Wejl- Indian iflands. 
The fafts therefore which I have related, are compiled 
from the difinterefted accounts of thefe gentlemen, all of 
whom, I have the happinefs to fay, have coincided, in the 
minuteft manner, in their defcriptions. It muft be remark- 
ed too, that they were compiled, not from what thcfc gen- 
tlemen heard, while they were refident in thofe parts, but 
from what they z&m'AX'^ jazv. Nor has a fingle inftance 
been taken from any book whatever upon the lubjecS, ex- 
cept that which is mentioned in the 156th page \ and this 
book was publiflied in France^ in the year 1777, by autho" 
rity. 

1 have now the pleafure to fay, that the accounts of thefe 
difinterefted gentlemen, whom I confulted on the occafion, 

• The inftance of the Dutch colonifts at the Cape, in the firft part of 
the EfTay ; the defcription of an African battle, in the fecond \ and the 
poetry of an African girl in the third, were not in the original Latin 
DiiTertation^ but have been added £ncc. 

b are 
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are confirmed by all the books which I have ever peruled 
upon flavery, except thofe which have been written by mer^^ 
chantSy plantersy &c. They are confirmed by Sir Hans 
Sloane's Voyage to Barbadoes ; Griffith Hughes's Hiftory 
of the fame ifland, printed 1750 ; an Account of North 
America, by Thomas Jefferiesy 1761 ; all Benezefs works, 
&c. &c. and particularly by Mr. Ramfay*s Eflay on the 
Treatment and Converiion of the African Slaves in the 
firitiih Sugar Colonies; a work which is now firmly 
eftablifhed ; and, I may add, in a very extraordinary man- 
ner, in confequence of the controverfy which this gentle- 
man has fuflained with the Curfory Rernarkery by which fe- 
veral fails which were mentioned in the original copy of 
my own work, before the controverfy began, and which 
had never appeared in any work upon the fubjefl, have 
been brought to light. Nor has it received lefs fupport 
from a letter lately publifbed, from Captain J. S. Smith, 
of the Royal Navy, to the Rev. Mr. Hill ; on the former 
of whom too high encomiums cannot be beftowed, for 
Handing forth in that noble and dilinterefled manner, in be- 
half of an injured charafter. 

I have now only to folicit the reader that he will make 
a favourable allowance for the prefent work, not only 
from thofe circumftances which I have mentioned, but 
from the confideration, that only two months are allowed 
by the Univerfity for thefe their annual compofitions. 
Should he however be unpropitious to my requefl, I mufl: 
confole myfelf with the reflexion, (a refleftion diat will 
always afFord me pleafure, even amidft the cenfures of the 
great,) that by undertaking the caufe of the unfortunate 
Africans^ I have undertaken, as far as my abilities would 
permit, the caufe of injured innocence. 

London, June ifl, 1786, 
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PART L 



The history of SLAVERY, 



CHAP. I. 

WHEN civilized, as well as barbarous nations^ have 
been found through a long fucceffion of ages uni- 
formly to concur in the fame cuftoms, there feems to arife 
a prefumption that fuch cuftoms are not only eminently 
ufeful, but are founded alfo on the principles of juftice. 
Such is the cafe with refpeft to Slavery : it has had the 
concurrence of all the nations, which hiftory has recorded, 
and the repeated praftice of ages from the remoteft anti- 
quity, in its favour. Here then is an argument, deduced 
from the general confent and agreement of mankind, in 
favour of the propofed fubjed : but alas ! when we refle(3: 
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that the people, thus reduced to a ftate of fervitude, have 
had the fame feelings with ourfelves ; when we reflccl that 
they have had the fame propenfities to pleafure, and the 
fame avcrfions from pain, another argument feems imme- 
diately to arife in oppofition to the former, deduced from 
our own feelings and that divine fympathy, which nature 
has implanted in our brcafts, for the moft ufeful and ge- 
nerous of purpofes. To afcertain the truth therefore, 
where two fuch oppofite fources of argument occur, where 
the force of cuftom pleads ftrongly on the one hand, and 
the feelings of humanity on the other, is a matter of much 
difficulty ; nor is it a matter of lefs importance, as the 
dignity of human nature is concerned, and the rights and 
liberties of mankind will be involved in its difcuflion. 

It will be neceflary, before this point can be determined, 
to confult the Hiftory of Slavery, and to lay before the 
reader, in as concife a manner as poffible, a general view 
of it from its earlieft appearance to the prefent day. 

The firfti whom I fhall mention here to have been re- 
duced to a ftate of fervitude, may be comprehended ia 
that clafs, which is ufually denominated the Mercenary. 
It confifted of free-born citizens, who, from the various 
contingencies of fortune, had become fo poor, as to have 
recourfe for their fupport to the fervice of the rich. Of 
this kind were thofe, both among the Egyptians and 
the Jews, who are recorded in the * facred writings. 
+ The Grecian Thetes alfo were of this defcription, as 
as well as thofe among the Romans, from whom the clafe 
receives its appellation, the % Mercenariu 

* Gencfis, Ch. 47. Leviticus xxv. v. 39, 40. 

•^ ThtTketcs appear very early in the Grecian Hiftory. 

Ko^f w cTorT iBcty.iif i^aj^dci j m lot etCrls 

€)>jrif T5 A//.a£CTg } Od. Horn. A- 642. They were afterwards fo 
much in ufe, that *' lAvgiot tTiwrx oLTrsiUcvla toLwy.Cy ars cTbA'vHF x«l/ji 
avy^^^yat"^ till Solon fuppreilcd the cullom in Athens. 

X 'i'he mention of thefe is frequent among the claflics; they were 
called in general tKcrcettar'ii^ from the circumftances of their hircy as 
•• quibus, non male praecipiunt, qui ita jubent uti, ut tnerca:arns^ ope- 
** ram exigenJam, jufta praehenda. Cicero de Off." But they arc fomc- 
times mentioned in the lawbooks by the name of Ilberiy from the circum- 
ilances of x\\t\Thirtb, to dillinguiih them from the aiienl^ or foreigners, as 
Juftinlan. D* i* S. 4.>«-ld. zu z« 25. &€• &c. &£• 

I may 
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I majrobferve of the above-mentioned, that their fitua- 
tion was in many inftances fimilar to that of our own fer- 
vants. There was an exprefs contraft between the parties: 
they could, moft of them, demand their difcharge, if they 
were ill ufed by their refpeftive matters ; and they were 
treated therefore with more humanity than thofe, whom 
ive ufually diftinguifh in our language by the appellation of 
Slaves. 

As this clafs of fervahts was compofed of men, who 
had been reduced to fuch a fituation by the contingencies of 
fortune, and not by their own mifconduft; fo there was 
another among the ancients, compofed entirely of thofe, 
who had fufFered the lofs of liberty from their own im- 
prudence. To this clafs may be reduced the Grecian Pro- 
digals^ who were detained in the fervice of their creditors, 
till the fruits of their labour were equivalent to their debts; 
the delinquents^ who were fentenced to the oar ; and the 
Germzn. en thujiajlsy as mentioned by Tacitus, who were 
fo immoderately charmed with gaming, as, when every 
thing elfe was gone, to have ftaked their liberty and their 
very felves. " The lofer," fays he, '* goes into a volun- 
" tary fervitude, and though younger and ftronger than 
.'* the perfon with whom he played, patiently fuffers him- 
*^ felf to be bound and fold. Their perfeverance in fo bad 
" a cuftom is fliled honour* The flaves, thus obtained, 
" are immediately exchanged away in commerce, that the 
** winner may get rid of the fcandal of his vidory.*' 

To enumerate other inftances, would be unneceflarj' : 
it will be fufficient to obferve, that the fervants of this 
clafs were in a far more wretched fituation than thofe of 
the former ; their drudgery was more intenfe ; their treat- 
ment more fevere; and there was no retreat at pleafure 
fi-om the frowns and laflies of their defpotick mailers. 

Having premifed this, I may now proceed to a general 
divifion of flavery, into voluntary and involuntary. The 
voluntary will comprehend the two clafles, which I have 
already mentioned 5 for, in the firft inftance, there was a 
contraofj founded on confent; and, in the fecond, there was 
a choice of engaging or not in thofe pra6tices, the known 
confequences of which were fervitude. The involuntary^ 
on the other hand, will comprehend thofe, who were forced, 
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without any fuch condition or choice^ into a fituation, which, 
as it tended to degrade a part of the human fpecies, and to 
clafs it with the brutal, muft have been, of all human fitu- 
ations, the moft wretched and infuppor table. Thefe are 
they, whom I (hall confider folely in the prefent work. I 
ihall therefore take my leave of the former, as they were 
mentioned only, that I might ftate the * queftion with 
greater accuracy, and be the better enabled to reduce it to 
its proper limits. 



CHAP. II. 

The firft whom I ihall mention, of the involuntary^ 
were prifoners of war. \ " It was a law, eftabliflied from 
" time immemorial among the nations of antiquity, to 
*' oblige thofe to undergo the feverities of fervitude, whom 
*' viftory had thrown into their hands." Conformably 
with this, we find all the Eaftern nations unanimous in 
the practice. The fame cuftom prevailed among the peo- 
ple of the Weft ; for as the Helots became the flaves of 
the Spartans, from the right of conqueft only, fo prifoners 
of war were reduced to the fame fituation by the reft of the 
inhabitants of Greece. By the fame principles, that a<9:u- 
ated thefe, were the Romans alfo influenced. Their HiC- 
tory will confirm the fa£t ; for how many cities are re- 
corded to have been taken ; how many armies to have 
been vanquiftied in the field, and the wretched furvivors, 
in both jnftances, to have been doomed to fervitude ? It 
remains only now to obferve, in fhewing this cuftom to 
have been univerfal, that all thofe nations which aflifted 
in overturning the Roman Empire, though many and 
various, adopted the fame meafures ; for we find it a ge- 
neral maxim in their polity, that whoever fhould fall into 
their hands as a prifoner of war, fhould immediately be 
reduced to the condition of a flave. 

* The words, given for the fubjeft of this Diffcrtation, were " Anne 
** liccat invites in fcrvitutem dare ?" 

■• aAfl», ray tXsv/w ^.fen kj *rtt z.otfxdl^ *rw %f rn ^toKetf j^ t« xS^J^*"^' 
Xeooph. Kt/j)» UaiJ", L* 7. £n. 
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It may here, perhaps, be not unworthy of remark, that 
the involuntary were of greater antiquity than the volun- 
tary flaves. The latter are firft mentioned in the time of 
Pharaoh : they cciild have arifen only in a ftate of fociety; 
when property, after its divifion, had become fo unequal, 
as to multiply the wants of individuals ; and vt^tn govern- 
ment, after its eftabli/hment, had given fecurity to the 
poffeflbr by the punifhment of crimes. Whereas the for- 
mer feem to be dated with more propriety from the days 
of Nimrod 5 who gave rife probably to that infeparable 
idea of viSiory and fervitude^ which we find among the 
nations of antiquity, and which has exifted uniformly 
fince, in one country or another, to the prefent day.* 

Add to this, that they might have arifen even in a ftate 
of nature, and have been coeval with the quarrels of man- 
iund« 



CHAP. IIL 

But it was not viflory alone, or any pre-fuppofed right, 
founded in the damages of war, that afforded a pretence 
for invading the liberties of mankind: the honourable 
light, in which piracy was confidered in the uncivilized 
ages of the world, contributed not a little to Xh^Jlavery of 
the human fpecies. Piracy had a very early beginning. 
*^ The Grecians," + fays Thucydides, " in their primi- 
'< tive ftate, as well as the contemporary Barbarians, who 
*^ inhabited the fea coafts and iflands, gave themfelves 
** wholly to it; it was, in ftiort, their only profeflion and 
*^ fupport," The writings of Homer are fufficient of 
tjiemfelves to eftablifh this account. They fhew it to 
have been a common praftice at fo earfy a period as that 
of the Trojan war j and abound with many lively defcrip- 
tions of it, which, had they been as groundlefs as they are 
beautiful, would have frequently fpared the figh of the 
reader of fcnfibility and refleftion, 

♦ *« Proud Nimrod firft the bloody chace began, 
** A mighty hunter, and his prey was man." 

Pore, 
\ Tlittcydides> L. i. fub initio. 
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The piracies, which were thus praftifed in the early 
ages, may be confidered as publick or private. In the 
former, whole crews embarked for the * benefit of their 
refpeftive tribes. They made defcents on the fea coafts, 
carried off cattle, furprized whole villages, put many of 
the inhabitants to the fword, and carried others into 
flavery. 

In the latter individuals only were concerned, and the 
emolument was their own, Thefe landed from their fliips, 
and, going up into the country, concealed themfelves in 
the woods and thickets ; where they waited every oppor-P 
tunity of catching the unfortunate fhepherd or hufband- 
man alone, In this fituation they fallied out upon him, 
dragged him on board, conveyed him to a foreign market, 
and fold him for a flave. 

To this kind of piracy Ulyfles alludes, in oppofition to 
the former, which he had been juft before mentioning, in 
bis queftion to Eumoeus. 

•j- ** Did pirates wait, till all thy friends were gone, 
<• To catch thee (landing by thy fiocks alone ; 
<* Say, did they force thee from thy fleecy care, 
** And from thy fields tranfport and fell thee here ?*' 

But no piflure, perhaps, of this mode of depredation, 
is equal to that, with which J Xenophon prefents us in the 
fimple narrative of a dance. He informs us that the Gre- 
cian army had concluded a peace with the Paphlagonians, 
and that they entertained their ambafladors in confequence 
with a banquet, and the exhibition of various feats of acti- 
vity. '^ When the Thracians," fays he, " had perform - 
" ed the parts allotted them in this entertainment, fome 
** -ffinianian and Magnetian foldiers rofe up, and, ac- 
** coutred in their proper arms, exhibited that dance, 
*' which is called Kartopa. The figure of it is thus — \ 
" One of them, in the charafter of an hufbandman, is 
*' feen to till his land, and is pbferved, as he drives his 

* Idem. — — — « the ftrongcfl,'* fays he, " engaging in thefe 
*• adventures, KljjJ'af tb J^f7sptf AjTaKewxAJ^TorffctVjSi/JJi TjW^ilff*'' 
f Homer Odyll. L. 15. 385. 
\ ^enoph. Ki/^ Av«eC* L. 6. fub initio* 
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** plough, to look frequendy behind him, as if apprehen- 
** five of danger. Another immediately appears in fight, 
in the character of a robber. The hufbandman, hav- 
ing feen him previoufly advancing, fnatches up his 
arms. A battle enfues before the plough. The whole 
of this performance is kept in perfect time with the 
mufick of the flute. At length the robber, having got 
** the better of the hufbandman, binds him, and drives 
'' him off with his team. Sometimes it happens that the 
*^ hufbandman fubdues the robber : in this cafe the fee le 
'^ is only reverfed, as the latter is then bound and driven 
*' off by the former." 

It is fcarcely neceflary to obferve, that this dance was 
a reprefentation of the general manners of men, in the 
more uncivilized ages of the world ; (hewing that the 
hufbandman and fhepherd lived in continual alarm, and 
that there were people in thofe ages, who derived their 
pleafure5 and fortunes from kidnapping and enJJaving their 
fellow-creatures • 

I may now take notice of a circumftance in this narra- 
tion, which will lead us to a review of our firft afTertion 
on this point, " that the honourable light, in which piracy 
*' was confidered in the times of barbarifm, contributed 
" not a little to ^q JIavery of the human fpecies." The 
robber is reprefented here as frequently defeated in his at- 
tempts, and as reduced to that deplorable fituation, to 
which he was endeavouring to bring another. This fhews 
the frequent difficulty and danger of his undertakings : 
people would not tamely refign their lives or liberties, 
without a flruggle. They were fometimes prepared ; were 
fuperior often, in many points of view, to thefe invaders 
of their liberty; there were an hundred accidental cir- 
cumltances frequentlv in their favour. Thefe adventures 
therefore required all the fkill, flrength, agility, valour, 
and every thing, in fhort, that may be fuppofed to con- 
flitute heroifm, to conduct them with fuccefs. Upon this 
idea piratical expeditions firfl came into repute, and their 
frequency afterwards, together with the danger and forti- 
tude, that were infeparably connefted with them, brought 
them into fuch credit among the barbarous nations of an- 

A 4 tiquity, 
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tiqnity, that of all human profeffions, piracy was the mofl: 
honourable,* 

The notions then, which were thus annexed to piratical 
expeditions, did not fail to produce thofe confequences, 
which I have mentioned before. They afForded an op* 
portunity to the views of avarice and ambition to conceal 
themfelves under the mafk of virtue. They excited a fpi- 
rit of enterprize, of all others the moft irrefiftible, as it 
fubfifted on the ftrongeft principles of aftion, emolument 
^d honour. Thus could the vileft of paflions be grati-p 
fied with impunity. People were robbed, ftolen, murT- 
dered, under the pretended idba that thefe were reputable 
adventures : every enormity in fhort was committed, and 

. drefled up in the habiliments of honour. 

'^ But as the notions of men in the lefs barbarous ages, 
which followed, became more corre<Sed and refined, the 
practice of piracy began gradually to difappear. It had 
hitherto been fupported on the grand columns of emolument 
and honour. When the latter therefore was removed, it 
received a confiderable fhock ; but, alas ! it had ftill a 
pillar for its fupport ! avarice^ which exifts in all ftates, 
and which is ready to turn every invention to its own ends, 
ftrained hard for its prefervation. It had been produced 
in the ages of barbarifm ; it had been pointed out in thofe 
ages as lucrative, and under this notion it was continued. 
People were ftill ftolen ; many were intercepted (fome, 
in their purfuits of pleafure, others, in the difcharge of 
their feveral occupations) by their own countrymen ; who 
previoufly laid in wait for them, and fold them afterwards 
for flaves ; while others feized by merchants, who traded 
on the different coafts, were torn from their friends and 
connexions, and carried into flavery, The merchants of 
Theffaly, if we can credit f Ariftophanes, who never 
(pared the vices of the times, were particularly infamous 
for the latter kind of depredation ; the Athenians were 
jxotorious for the former ; for they had praftifed thefe rob-i 

l^er* Thucydides. L. i. Tub initio. 

j^ fOTcXicr «r»TO 01 KiXtxir Sro^/^or. Sextus Empirlcus* 
MC ce^o^oy ee\X* ev/o^oy riro- Schol. Sec, &c. 
"f Ariftoph, Plut* A^ z* Scene 5* 
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beries to fuch an alarming degree of danger to individuals, 
that it was found necefTary to enaft a * law, which pu- 
nifhed kidnappers with death. — But this is fuflficient for 
my prefent purpofe ; it will enable me to aflert, that there 
were two clafles of involuntary flaves among the ancients, 
** of ihofe who were taken publickly in a ft ate of war, 
** and of thofe who were privately ftolen in a ftate of in- 
" nocence and peace." I may now add, that the chil- 
dren and defcendents of thefe compofed a third. 



C H A P. IV. 

It will be proper to fay fomething here concerning the 
fituation of the unfortunate men, who were thus doomed 
to a life of fervitude. To enumerate their various em- 
ployments, and to defcribe the miferies which they en- 
dured in confequence, either from the fcverity, or the long 
and conftant application of their labour, would exceed the 
bounds I have propofed to the prefent work. I fhall con- 
fine myfclf to their perfonal treatment^ as depending on the 
power of their matters, and the proteftion of the law. 
I'heir treatment, if confidered in this light, will equally 
excite our pity and abhorrence. They were beaten, 
ftarved, tortured, murdered at difcretlon : they were dead 
in a civil fenfe ; they had neither name nor tribe 5 were 
incapable of judicial procefs ; were in fhort without ap- 
peal. Poor unfortunate men ! to be deprived of all pof- 
fible protection ! to fufFer the bittereft of injuries without 
the poflibility of redrefs ! to be condemned unheard ! to 
be murdered with impunity ! to be confidered as dead in 
. that ftate, the very members of which they were fupporting 
by their labours ! 

Yet fuch was their general fituation : there were two 
places however, where their condition, if confidered in 
this point of view, was more tolerable. The -/Egyptian 
{lave, though perhaps of all others the greateft drudge, yet 
if he had time to reacH the f temple of Hercules, found a 



* Xenoph. Avi/unifAdf^ L, i» 
'\ Herodotus. L. z, 113. 

certain 
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certain retreat from the perfecution of his mafter ; and he 
received additional comfort from the refleftion, that his 
life, vi^hether he could reach it or not, cotdd not be taken 
with impunity. Wife and falutary * law! how often 
muft it have curbed the infolence of power, and flopped 
thofe paflions in their progrefs, which had otherwife been 
deftruftive to the flave ! 

But though the perfons of flaves were thus greatly fe- 
cured in ^Egypt, yet there was no place fo favourable to 
them as Athens. They were allowed a greater liberty of 
fpeech ; f they had their convivial meetings, their amours, 
their hours of relaxation, pleafantry, and mirth ; they 
were treated, in fhort, with fo much humanity in general, 
as to occafion that obfervation of Demofthenes, in his 
fecond Philippick, " that the condition of a flave, at 
♦' Athens, was preferable to that of a free citizen, in 
*' many other countries.'* But if any exception happen- 
ed (which was fometimes the cafe) from the general 
treatment defcribed ; if perfecution took the place of le- 
nity, and made the fangs of fervitude more pointed than 
before, % they had then their temple, like the Egyptian, 
for refuge ; where the legiflature was fo attentive, as to 
examine their complaints, and to order them, if they were 
founded in juflice, to be fold to another mailer. Nor 
was this all : they had a privilege infinitely greater than 
the whole of thefe. They were allowed an opportunity 
of working for themfelves, and if their diligence had pro-» 
cured them a fum equivalent with their ranfom, they could 
immediately, on paying it down, || demand their freedom 

.* Dlodorus Sic, L, i. 

•f *' Atq; id nc vos miremini, Homines fcrvulos 

** Potare> amarei atq^ ad ccenam condicere* 

*' Licet hoc Athenis. 

" Plautus. Sticho. 
J " E/ /uii xjfitTirov •$-» etc to &imw 

'' ^ifot/ueivi fxei ^* 'me ecv iu^fjtn ^tt-gZ^f 

** (jiireiV'^* Ariftoph. Horae, 

A/tuj.n £u polls* <t^9\etr* 
H To this privilege Plautus alludes in his Cafina^ where he introduces 
a £ave, fpeaking in the following manner. 

** Quid tu me vero libertatc territas ? 
<♦ Quod fi tu nolis, filiufque etiam tuui 
Vobis Invit'is, atq; amborum ingratiiif 
Ihd iibcila Ukr />oJimfcri» . 

for- 
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for ever. This law was, of all others, the moft import-* 
ant; as the profpeft of liberty, which it afforded, muft 
have been a continual fource of the moft pleafmg reflec- 
tions, and have greatly fweetened the draught, even of the 
moft bitter flavery. 

Thus then, to the eternal honour of ^Egypt and Athens, 
they were the only places, if I except tiie cities of the 
Jews, where flaves were confidered with any humanity at 
all. The reft of the world feemed to vie with each other, 
in the debafement and oppreflion of thefe unfortunate peo-r 
pie. They ufed them with as much feverity as they chofej 
they meafured their treatment only by their own paflion 
and caprice ; and, by leaving them on every occafion, 
without the poflibility of an appeal, thev rendered their 
fituation the moft melancholy and intolerable, that caa 
poffibly be conceived. 



CHAP. v. 

As I have mentioned the barbarous and inhuman treats 
ment that generally fell to the lot of flaves, it may not be 
amifs to inquire into the various circumftances by which 
it was produced. 

The firft circumftance, from whence it originated, was 
the commerce: for if men could be confidered aspoffef/ionsi 
if, like cattk^ they could be bought and fold^ it will not 
be diflUcult to fuppofe, that they could be held in the fame 
conflderationj or treated in the fame mamier. The com* 
merce therefore, which was begun in the primitive ages 
of the world, by clafllng them with the brutal fpecies, and 
by habituating the mind to confider the terms of brute and 
JIave as Jynonymous^ foon caufed them to be viewed in at 
low and defpicable light, and as greatly inferior to the 
human fpecies. Hence proceeded that treatment, which 
might not unreafonably be fuppofed to arife from (o low 
an eftimation. They were tamed, like beafts, by the 
ftings of hunger and tne lafli, and their education was di- 
yefted to the fame end, to make them commodious in- 
struments of labour for their poflfeflTors. 

This 
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This treatment^ which thus proceeded in the ages of 
barbarifm, from the low cftimation, in which flaves were 
unfortunately held from the circumftances of the com- 
merce, did not fail of producing, in the fame inftant, its 
own efFedt. It deprefled their minds ; it numbed their 
faculties ; and, by preventing thofe fparks of genius from 
blazing forth, which had otherwife been confpicuous ; it 
gave them the appearance of being endued with inferior 
capacities to the reft of mankind. This efFe6l of the 
treatment had made fo confiderable a progrefsj as to have 
been a matter of obfervation in the days of Homer. 

* For half hi% fcnfes Jove conveys away, 
Whom once he dooms to fee the jcrvlle day. 

Thus then did the cominerce^ by clafHng them originally 
with brutes^ and the confequent treatment^ by cramping 
their abilities^ and hindering them from becoming coiifpi-^ 
cuous^ give to thefe unfortunate people, at a very early 
period, the moft unfavourable appearance. The rifing 
generations, who received both the commerce and treat- 
ment from their anceftors, and who had always been ac- 
cuftomed to behold their cffeSls^ did not confider thefe 
effe^s as incidental: they judged only from what they faw ; 
they believed the appearances to be real ; and hence arofe 
the combined principle, that flaves were an hferiour order 
of men, and perfeftly void of underjlanding. Upon this 
principle it was, that the former treatment began to be 
fully confirmed and eftabliflied ; and as this principle w^s 
handed down and difTeminated, fo it became, in fucceed- 
ing ages, an excufe for any feverity that defpotifm might 
fuggeft. 

I may obferve here, that as all nations had this excufe 
in common, arifing from the circumftances above-men- 
tioned, fo the Greeks firft, and the Romans afterwards, 
had an additional excufe^ arifing from their own vanity. 

The former having conquered Troy, and having united 
thcmfelves under one common name and intereft, began^ 

* Homer. Odyf. P. 322. In the latcft edition of Homer, the word, 
which wc have tranflated fenfcs, is AfiTNy or virtue^ but the old and 
proper reading is Noof, as appears from Plato de Legibus> ch. 6, where 
he quotes icon a iimilar occa£on« 

from 
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from that period, to diftinguifli the reft of the world by 
the title of Barbarians \ inferring by fuch an appellation, 
" * that they were men who were only noble in their own 
** country ; that they had no right, from their nature^ to 
" authority or command ; that, on the contrary, fo low 
" were their capacities, they were deflined by nature to 
** ohey^ and to live in a ftate of perpetual drudgery and 
** fubjugation." Conformable with this opinion was the 
treatment, which was accordingly prefcribed to a Barha-^ 
rian. The philofopher Ariftotle himfelf, in the advice 
which he gave to his pupil Alexander, before he went 
upon his Afiatick expedition, f intreated him to " ufe 
" the Greeks^ as it became a general^ but the Barbariansj 
" as it became a majier ; confider, fays he, the former as 
^^ friends and domefticks\ but the latter, as brutes and 
" plants ;" inferring that the Greeks, from the fuperio- 
rity of their capacities, had a natural right to dominion, 
and that the reft of the world, from the inferiority of their 
own, were to be confidered and treated as the irrational 
part of the creation. 

Now, if we confider that this was the treatment, which 
they judgSl to be abfolutely proper for people of this de- 
icription, and that their flaves were uniformly thofe, whom 
they termed Barbarians^ we (hall immediately fee, with 
what an additional excufe their. own vanity had furniflied 
them for the fallies of caprice and paflion. 

To refute thefe cruel fentiments of the ancients, and to 
fliew that their flaves were by no means an inferiour order 
of beings to themfelves, may perhaps be confidered as an 
unneceflary taflc ; particularly, as having fhewn, that the 
caufes of this inferiour appearance were incidental^ arifing, 
on the one hand, from the combined efFefts of the treats 
ment and commerce^ and, on the other, from vanity and 
pride^ I feem to have refuted them already. But I truft 
that fome few obfervations, in vindication of thefe unfor- 
tunate people, will neither be unacceptable nor improper. 

How then fliall I begin the refutation ? Shall I fay with 

* Ariftotle. Polit. Ch. a, et infeq. 

«c p\etf j^ oiKJttw iyrtfJuxHsBmy rA /i ece (oiois n fuloTc 4rfOJ^flj0«rt> Plu- 
tarch, de Fortua* Alex«Ad. Oral, i* 

Seneca^ 
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Seneca, who faw many of the flaves in queftion, *^ Whrf 
*' is a knight^ or a libertine^ or a jlaveP Are they not 
** names, affumed either from injury or ambition r" Or^ 
ihall I fay with him on another occafion, " Let us con- 
" fider diat he, whom we call our flave, is born in the 
" fame manner as ourfelves ; that he enjoys the fame fky^ 
*' with all its heavenly luminaries ; that he breathes, that 
^ he lives, in the fame manner as ourfelves, and, in the 
*' fame manner, that he expires." Thefe confiderations, 
I confefs, would furnifh me with a plentiful fource of ar- 
guments in the cafe before us ; but I decline their affift- 
apce. How then fhall I begin ? Shall I enumerate the 
many inftances of fidelity, patience, or valour, that are 
recorded of the fervile race ? Shall 1 enumerate the many 
important fervices, that they rendered both to the indi-» 
viduals and the community, under whom they lived ? Her^ 
would be a fccond fource, from whence I could ,colIe£i; 
fufficient materials to fhew, that there is no inferiority in 
their nature. But I decline to ufe them. I fhall content 
myfelf with fome few inftances, that relate to the genius 
only : I fhall mention the names of thofe of a fervile con- 
dition, whofe writings, having efcaped the wreck of time, 
and having been handed down even to the prefent age, 
are now to be feen, as fo many living monuments, that 
neither the Grecian, nor Roman genius, was fuperior to 
their own. 

The firft, whom I fhall mention here, is the iamous 
iEfop. He was a Phrygian by birth, and lived in the 
time of Croefus, king of Lydia, to whom he dedicated 
his fables. The writings of this great man, in whatever 
light we confider them, will be equally entitled to our ad-- 
miration. But I am well aware, that the very mention 
of him as a writer of fables, may depreciate him in the 
eyes of fome. To fuch I fhall propofe a queftion, '' Whe- 
" ther this fpecies of writing has not been more beneficial 
" to mankind ; or whether it has not produced more im- 
** portant events than any other ?'* 

With refpeft to the firft confideration, it is evident that 
thefe fables, as confifting of plain and fimple tranfaftions, 
are particularly eafy to be underftood; as conveyed in 
images^ that diey pleafe and feduce the mind ; and, a$ 

containing 
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containing a morale eafily deducible on the fide of virtue $ 
that they afford, at the fame time, the moft weighty pre- 
cepts of philofophy. Here then are the two grand points 
of compofition, '' a manner of exprefEon to be appre- 
*' hended by the loweft capacities, and, ♦ (what is con- 
*' fidered as a vidtory in the art) an happy conjunftion 
" of utility and pleafure." Hence Quintilian recommends 
them, as Angularly ufeful, and as admirably adapted, to 
the puerile age ; as a juft gradation between the language 
of the nurfe and preceptor, and as furnifhing maxims of 
prudence and virtue, at a time when the fpeculative prin- 
ciples of philofophy are too difficult to be underfiood. 
Hence alfo having been introduced by mofl civilized na- 
tions into their Mlem of education, they have produced 
that general benefit, to which I at firft alluded. Nor have 
they been of lefs confequence in maturity; but particu- 
larly to thofe of inferiour capacities, or little erudition, 
whom they have frequently ferved as a guide to conduft 
them in life, and as a medium, through which an expla- 
nation might be made, on many and important occafions. 

With refpeft to the latter confideration, which is eafily 
deducible from hence, I (hall only appeal to the wonderful 
efFeft, which the fable, pronounced by Demoflhenes againft 
Philip of Macedon, produced among his hearers ; or to the 
feble, which was fpoken by Menenius Agrippa to the 
Roman populace ; by which an illiterate multitude were 
brought back to their duty as citizens, when no other 
ipecies of oratory could prevail. 

To thefe truly ingenious^ and phihfophical works of 
^fop, I (hall add thofe of his imitator Phoedrus^ which 
in purity and elegance of ftylc, are inferiour to none. I 
fhall add alfo the Lyrick Poetry of Alcman, which is no 
T^r^y/V^ compofition ; the fublime ^or^/f of Epiftetus, and 
the incomparable comedies of Terence. 

T'hus then does it appear, that the excufe which was 
uniformly ftarted in defence of the treatment of flaves, had 
no foundation whatever either in truth or juflice. The 
inflances that I have mentioned above, are fufficient to 
fliew, that there was no inferiorit)^, either in their nature^ 

* Omae tulit punduoi, qui mifcult utile dulcu Hokace* 

or 
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or their underftandings : and at the fame time that they 
refute the principles of the ancients, they afFord a valuable 
leflbn to thole, who have been accuftomed to form too 
precipitate a judgment on the abilities of men : for, alas ! 
how often has Jtcret anguijrj deprefled the fpirits of thofe, 
whom they have frequently cenfured, from their gloomy 
and deje£i:ed appearance ! and how often, on the other 
hand, has their judgment refulted from their own vanity 
and pride? 



CHAP. VI. 

I fhall proceed now to the confideration of the commerce: 
in confequence of which, people, endued with the fame 
feelings and faculties as ourfelves, were made fubjedl to 
the laws and limitations oi poffejjion. 

This commerce of the human fpecies was of a very 
early date. It was founded on the idea that men were 
property ; and, as this idea was coeval with the firft order 
of involuntary flaves, it muft have arifen, (if the date, 
which I previoufly affixed to that order, be right) in the 
firft practices of barter. The Story of Jofeph, as re- 
corded in the facred writings, whom his brethren fold 
from an envious fufpicion of his future greatnefs, is an 
ample teftimony of the truth of this conjefture. It fhews 
that there were men, even at that early period, who tra- 
velled up and down as merchants, collefting not only 
balm, myrrh, fpicery, and other wares, but the human 
fpecies alfo, for the purpofes of traffick. The inftant 
determination of the brothers, on the firft fight of the 
merchants, to fell him^ and the immediate acquiefcence of 
thofe, who purchafed him for a foreign market, prove that 
this commerce had been then eftablifhed, not only in that 
part of the country where this tranfaftion happened, but 
in that alfo, whither the merchants were then travelling 
with their camels, namely, -/Egypt : and they fhew far- 
ther, that, as all cuftoms require time for their eftablifh- 
ment, fo it muft have exifted in the ages previous to that 
of Pharaoh ; that is, in thofe ages, in which we fixed the 
firft date of involuntary fervitude. This commerce then, 

as 
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as appears by the prefent inftance, exifted in the earlieft 
prafiices of barter, and had defcended to the ^gyptians^ 
through as long a period of time, as was fufficient to have 
made it, in the times alluded to, an eftablifhed cuftom. 
Thus was ^gypt, in thofe days, the place of the greateft 
refort j the grand emporium of trade, to which people were 
driving their merchandize, as to a centre ; and thus did it 
afford, among other opportunities of traffick, th^firft mar'^ 
kei that is recorded, for the fale of the human fpecies. 

This market, which was thus fupplied by the conftant 
concourfe of merchants, who reforted to it from various 
parts, could not fail, by thefe means, to have been con- 
siderable. It received, aftemards, an additional fupply 
from thofe piracies, which we mentioned to have exifted 
in the uncivilized ages of the world, and which, in fad, 
it greatly promoted and encouraged ; and it became, from 
thefe united circumftances, fo famous, as to have been 
known, within a few centuries from the time of Pharaoh, 
both to the Grecian colonics in Afia, and the Grecian 
iflands. Homer mentions Cyprus and ^^gypt as the com- 
mon markets for flaves, about the times of the Trojan 
war. Thus Antinous, offended with Ulyffcs, threatens to 
fend him to * one of thefe places, if he does not inftantly 
depart from his table. The fame poet alfo, in his J hymn 
to Bacchus, mentions them again, but in a more unequi- 
vocal manner, as the common markets for flaves. He 
takes occafion, in that hymn, to defcribe the pirates me- 
thod of fcouring the coaft, from the circumftance of their 
having kidnapped Bacchus, as a noble youth, for whom 
they expefted an immenfe ranfom. The captain of the 
veflel, having dragged him on board, is reprefented as ad- 
dreffing himfelf thus to the fteerfman : 

• 

" Haul in the tackle, hoift aloft the fail, 

^* Then take your helm, and watch the doubtful gale ! 

*' To mind the captive prey, be our's the care, 

** While you to Mgypt or to Cyprut fteer; 

^< There Oiall he go, unlefs his friends heUl tell, 

•' Whofe ranfom-gifcs will pay us full as well." 

• Mil Tcc;^* fttrw.^ X^tyu^of jy Kutt^ov </««<• Horn. Odyfl*. L. 17* 
448. 
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It may not perhaps be conRdcred as a digreflion, to 
mention, in few words, by itfcli", the wonderful concord- 
ance of the writings of Mofcs and Homer with the cafe 
bcfcirc us : not that the former, from their divine autho- 
rity, want additional fupport, but becaufe it cannot be un- 
plealant to fee them confirmed by a pcrfon, who, being 
one of the earlicfi writers, and living in a very remote age, 
was the firll that could afford us any additional proof of 
the circumflar.ces above-mentioned* /Egypt is rcprefent- 
ed, in the firfi: book of the facred writings, as a market 
for fiavcs, and, in the *fecond, as famous for the feverity 
of iti- Servitude. J The iame line, wliich we have already- 
cited from Homer, conveys to us the fame ideas. It points 
it out as a market for the human fpecies, and by the epithet 
of " oilier /Egypt," (f which epithet is peculiarly annexed 
to it on this occafion) alludes in the {Irongell manner to 
that ieverity and rigour, of which the facred hiftoriaii 
tranfmitted us the firlt account. 

But, to return. Though iEgypt was the firft market 
recoided for this fpecies of traiHck ; and though i^gypt, 
and Cyprus afterv/ards, were particularly diitinguifhed for 
it, in the limes of the Trojan war ; yet they were not the 
only places, even at that period, where men were bought 
and fold. The Odylley of Homer flicvvs, that it was then 
praiStifed in many of the iflands of the JEg2^.in fea ; and 
the Iliad, that it had taken place among thole Grecians on 
the continent of Europe, who had embarked from thence 
on the Trojan expedition. This appears particularly at 
the end of the f^venth book. A fleet is defcribed there, 
as having jiifi: arrived from Lemnos, with a fupply of wine 
lor tlie Cjp.cian camp. The merchants are defcribed 
alfo, as imr.icJiatcjy expofing it to fale, and as receiving iu 
exch;;n::e, iuuong other articles of barter, " a number of 
^^ JIaves.'' 

* T:-'dus, Ch. i. 

J V Me n-.-tc ift. page 17. 

•j- This flrikes us t!ie mo:c fircibly, as it is llllcd iu^^wny and /©^aijutX- 
*' >v«a, 't'^.'/ iv.::crcd ti::d beautiful,''^ in all other palia^cs where it is men- 
tioned^ uuL this. 

To 
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To thcfe places I fliall add the names of Tyre and Sidon, 
which the * facred writings inform us were notorious for 
the profecution of this trade. 

It will now be fufficicnt to obferve, that, as other ftates 
arofe, and as circumftances contributed to make them 
known, this cuftom is difcovered to have exifted among 
them ; that it travelled over all Afia ; that it fpread 
through the Grecian and Roman world ; was in ufe a- 
mong the barbarous nations, which overturned the Roman 
empire; and was pradlifed therefore, at the fame period, 
throughout all Europe. 



CHAR Vil. 

'This JIavery and commerce^ which had continued for fo 
long a time, and w^hich was thus praclifed in Europe at fo 
late a period as that, which fucceeded the grand revoluti- 
ons in the weftern world, began, as the northern nations 
were fettled in their conquefts, to decline, and, on their 
full eftablifhment, were abolifhed. A difference of opi- 
•nion has arifen refpedling the caufe of their abolition ; 
fome having aflerted, that they were the neceflary confc- 
quences o^ t\iQ feudal fyji em -^ while others, fuperiour both 
in number and in argument, have maintained that they 
were the natural effecSs of ChnjUanity, The mode of ar- 
gument, which the former adopt on this occafion, is as 
follows. " The multitude of little ftates, which fprung 
** up ifrom one great one at this -^ra, occafioned infinite 
" bickerings and matter for contention. There was not 
" a ftate or feigniory, which did not want all the hands 
*' they could mufter, either to defend their own right, or 
** to difpute that of their neit^hbours. Thus every man 
*' was taken into the fervice : whom they armed they mufi 
*^ truft: and there could be no truft but in free men. 
*' Thus the barrier between the two natures was thrown 
" down, 2sA flavery was no more heard of in the wefl,^' 

That this was not the necejfury coiifoqucnce of luch a 
fituation, is apparent. The political ftate of Greece, in ^ 

♦ Joel, Ch. iii. Ver. 3; 4. 6. 

B i its 
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its early hiftory, was the fame as that of Europe, when di- 
vided, by the feudal fyftem, into an infinite number of 
fmall and independent kingdoms. There was the fame 
matter therefore for contention, and the fame call for all 
the hands that could be muftercd : the Grecians, in fliort, 
in the herotck^ were in the fame fituation in thefe refpedis 
as the feudal barons in the Goth'ck times. Had this there- 
fore been a neccffary efFeft, there had been a ceflation of 
fervitude in Greece in thofe ages, in which we have al- 
ready {hewn that it exifted. 

But with refpeft to Chrijilanity^ many and great are the 
arguments, that it occafioned fo defirable an event. It 
taught, '' that all men were originally equal ; that the 
'' Deity was no refpedler of perfons, and that, as all men 
" were to give an account of their actions hereafter, it 
*' was neceflary that they fliould be free." Thefe doc- 
trines could not fail of having their proper influence on 
thofe, who firft embraced Chr'iftiajiity^ from a convi£iion of 
its truth ; and on thofe of their defcendants afterwards, 
who, by engaging in the crufades^ and hazarding their lives 
and fortunes there, {hewed at leaft an attachment to that, 
religion. We find them accordingly adtuated by the{e 
principles : we have a pofitive proof, that the feudal fyji em 
had no {hare in the honour of fupprefling flavery, but that 
Chriflianity was the only caufe ; for the greate{l part of 
the charters which were granted for the freedom of (laves, 
in thofe times (many of which are ftill extant) were 
granted, ** pro amore Dety pro mercede animaJ*^ They 
were founded, in {hort, on religious confiderations, 
'' that they might procure the favour of the Deity, which 
** they conceived themfelves to have forfeited, by the fub- 
" jugation of thofe, whom they found to be the objedls of 
*' the divine benevolence and attention equally with them- 
« felves." 

Thefe confiderations, which had thus their firft origin 
in Chriftlanity^ began to produce their efFefts, as the dif- 
ferent nations were converted ; and procured that general 
liberty at laft, which, at the clofe of the twelfth century, 
was confpicuous in the weft of Europe. What a glorious 
and important change! Thofe, who would have had 
otherwife no hopes, but that their miferies would be ter- 
minated 
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minated by death, were then freed from their fervile con- 
dition ; thofe, who, by the laws of war, would have had 
otherwife an immediate profpedl of fervitude from the 
hands of their imperious conquerors, were then exchanged i 
a cuftom, which has* happily defcendcd to the prefent day. 
Thus, " a numerous clafs of men, who formerly had no 
** political exiftence, and were employed merely as inftru- 
" ments of labour, became ufeful citizens, and contribut- 
" cd towards augmenting the force or riches of the focie- 
** ty, which adopted them as members ;" and thus did the 
greater part of the Europeans, by their condudl on this 
occafion, affert not only liberty for themfelves, but for their 
fellow-creatures. 



CHAP. VIIL 

But if men therefore, at a time when under the influ- 
ence of religion they exercifed their ferious thoughts, abo- 
liihed flavery, how impious muft they appear, who revived 
it ; and what arguments will not prelcnt themfelves againll 
their condudt ! * The Portuguefe, within two centunes 
after its fupprefEon in Europe, in imitation of thofe pira^ 
desj which 1 have fhewn to have exifted in the uncivilized 
ages of the world, made their defcents on Africa, and 
committing depredations on the coaft, J fityi carried the 
wretched inhabitants into flavery. 

* The following /hort hlflory of the African fervitude, is taken from 
Aftlcy's CoUe^ion of Voyages, and from the united teiliraonlesof Snoythy 
Adanfon, Bofman, Moore, and others, who were agents to the different 
factories eflabliihcd there : who rcfided many years in the country 3 and 
publiihed their refpeAive hiftories at their return. Thefe writers, if they 
are partial at all, may be confidercd as favourable rather to their own 
countrymen) than the unfortunate Africans. 

t I would not wiih to be underdood, that flavery was unknown in 
Africa before the />;rtf//f<i/ expeditions of the Portuguefe, as it appears from 
the Nubian's Geography t tliat both the flavery and commerce had been 
eflabliflied among the natives with one another. I mean only to aflfert, 
that the Portuguefe were the iirft of the Europeans, who made thtir pirati- 
cal expeditions, and fljewed the way to that flavery, which now makes 
fo dlfgraceful a figure in the weftern colonics of the Europeans, 

In the term <* Europeans/^ wherever it fliall occur in the remaining 
part of this firft diflfertatjon, I inclyde the Portuguefe, and tifofs natioKs oniy, 
who followed their example. 

B 3 This 
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This praftice, however trifling and partial it might ap- 
pear at firft, foon became ferious and general. A melan- 
choly inftance of the depravity of human nature ; as it 
fliews, that neither the laws nor religion of any country, 
however excellent the forms of each, are fufficient to bind 
the confciences of fome ; but that there are always men, 
of every age, country, and perfuafion, who are ready to 
facrifice their deareft principles at the fhrine of gain. Our 
own anceftors, together with the Spaniards, 1* rench, and 
mod of the maritime powers of Europe, foon followed the 
piratical example 'y and thus did the Europeans, to their 
eternal infamy, renew a cufcom, which theW own anceftors 
had fo lately exploded, from a conjcioufnefs of its impiety. 

The unfortunate Africans, terrified at thcfe repeated de- 
predations, fled in confufion from the coaft, and fought, in 
the interiour parts of the country, a retreat from the per- 
fecution of their invaders. But, iihis ! they were mifera- 
bly difappointed ! There are few retreats, that can efcape 
the penetrating eye of avarice. The Europeans ftill pur- 
fued them ; they entered their rivers 5 failed up into the 
heart of the country ; furprized the unfortunate Africans 
again ; and carried them into flavery. 

But this condudl, though fuccefsful at firft, defeated af- 
terwards its own ends. It created a more general alarm, 
and pointed out, at the fame inirant, the beft method of 
fecurity frorr-. future depredations. The banks of the ri- 
vers were accordingly deferted, as the coafts had been be- 
fore ; and thus were the Chrijlian invaders left without a 
profpeft of their prey. 

In this fituation however, expedients were not wanting. 
They now formed to themfelves the refolution of fettling 
in the country ; of fecuring themfelves by fortified pofts ; 
of changing their fjftcm of force into that of pretended 
liberality ; and of opening, by every fpecies of bribery and 
corruption, a communication with the natives. Thefe 
plans were put into immediate execution. The Europeans 
eredted their * forts and factories ; landed their merchan- 

* The Porfuguefg ere^td their firft fort at D'EImha, in the year 1481, 
about forty years after Alonzo Gonzales had pointed the Southern Afri- 
eaas out to his countrymen as articles of commerce. 

dize I 



'— " ■- ■.. ■■*-l^ >.> III ■■■ III !■■ i n ,, 



OF THE Human Species. 23 

dize ; and endeavoured, by a peaceable deportment, by 
prefents, and by every appearance of munificence, to fe- 
duce the attachment and confidence of the Africans. Thefe 
fchemes had the defired efi:'ect. The gaudy trappings of 
European art, not only caught their attention, but excited 
their curiofity : they dazzled the eyes and bewitched the 
fenfes, not only of thofe, to whom they were giNcn, but of 
thofe, to whom they were fhewn. Thus followed a fpcedy 
intercourfe with each other, and a confidence, highly fa- 
vourable to the views of avarice and ambition. 

It was now time for the Europeans to embrace the op- 
portunity, which this intercourfe had thus afrordcd them, 
of carrying their fchemes into execution, and of fixing them 
on fuch a permanent foundation, as ftiould fccure them fu- 
ture fuccefs. They had already difcovered, in the diff^er- 
ent interviews obtained, the chiefs of the African tribes. 
They paid their court therefore to tliefe, and fo complete- 
ly intoxicated their fenfes with the luxuries wliicli they 
brought from home, as to be able to feduce them to their 
defigns. A treaty of peace and commerce was imme- 
diately concluded : it was agreed, that the kings, on their 
part, ihould, from this period, (entcnce prifoncrs of war and, 
convicis to European fervitude ; and that the Europeans 
fhould fupply them, in return, with the luxuries of the 
north. This agreement immediately took place ; and 
thus begun that commerce^ which makes io confiderable a 
figure at the prefent day. 

But happy had the Africans been, if thofe only, who 
had been juilly convidled of crimes, or taken in a juft war, 
had been fentenced to the fcverities of fervitude ! How 
many of thofe mifcries, wiiich afterwards aitcndjd tiiem, 
had been never known ? and hov/ would thcrir iiiirory have 
faved thofe fighs and emotions of pity, wliicli mult now 
ever accompany its peruial ? I'he Europcanr, on the 
ettablifliment of their weftern colonies, required a greater 
number of flaves than a fl:rict adherence to the treaty could 
produce. The princes therefore had onlv the choice of 
relinquifhinp; the commerce, or of confcnting to become 
unjuft. They had long experienced the emoluments of the 
trade ; they had acquired a talte for tiie luxuries it afford- 
ed J and tliey now beheld an opportunity of gratifying it> 

B 4 but 
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but in a more extenfive manner, Auarice therefore, which 
was toopower%l iov ju/Hce on this occafion, immediately 
turned the fcale : not only thofe, who were fairly convift- 
ed of offences, were now fentenced to fervitude, but even 
thofe who were fufpedied. New crimes were invented, 
that new punilhments might fucceed. Thus was every 
appearance foon conflrued into reality ; every (hadow into 
a fubftance ; and often virtue into a crime. 

Such alfo was the cafe with refpedl: to prifoners of war. 
Not only thofe were now delivered into flavery, who were 
taken in a flate of publick enmity and injuflice, but thofe 
alfo, who, confcious of no injury whatever, were taken in 
the arbitrary fkirmifhes of thefe venal fovereigns. War 
was now made, not as formerly, from the motives of re- 
taliation and defence, but for the fake of obtaining prifo- 
ners alone, and the advantages refulting from their fale. 
If a (hip from Europe came but in fight, it was now con- 
fidered as a fufEcient motive for a war, and as a fignal only 
for an inftantaneous commencement of hoftilities. 

But if the African kings could be capable of fuch in- 
juftice, what vices are there, that their confciences would 
reflrain, or what enormities, that we might not expeft to 
be committed ? When men once confent to be unjufl, 
they lofe, at the fame inflant with their virtue, a confider- 
able portion of that fenfe of fhame, which, till then, had 
been found a fuccefsful protestor againfl the fall ies of vice. 
From that awful period, almoft every expeSation is for- 
lorn : the heart is left unguarded : its great proteftor is no 
more : the vices therefore, which fo long encompafTed it in 
vain, obtain an eafy vi^ory : in crouds they pour into the 
defencelefs avenues, and take poffeffion of the foul : there 
is nothing now too vile for them to meditate, too impious 
to perform. Such was the fituation of the defpotick fove- 
reigns of Africa, They had once ventured to pafs the 
bounds of virtue, and they foon proceeded to enormity. 
This was particularly confpicuous in that general condud:, 
which they uniformly obferved, after an unfuccefsful con- 
flift. Influenced only by the venal motives of European 
traffick, they firft made war upon the neighbouring tribes, 
contrary to every principle of juftice ; and if, by the flight 
of the enemy, or by other contingencies, they were difap- 

pointed 
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pointed of their prey, they made no hefitation of immedi- 
ately turning their arms againft their own lUbjefts. The 
firft villages they came to were always marked on this 
occafion, as the firft objects of their avarice. They were 
immediately furrounded, were afterwards fet on fire, and 
the wretched inhabitants feized, as they were efcaping from 
the flames. Thefc, confifting of whole families, fathers, 
brothers, hufbands, wives, and children, were inftantly 
driven in chains to the merchants, and configned to fla- 
very. 

To thefc calamities, which thus arofe from the tyranny 
of the kings, we may now fubjoin thofe, which arofe from 
the avarice of private perfons. Many were kidnapped by 
their own countrymen, who, encouraged by the merchants 
of Europe, previoufly lay in wait for tliem, and ibid them 
afterwards for flaves ; while the feamen of the different 
fliips, by every poflible artifice, enticed others on board, 
and tranfported them to the regions of fervitude. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in Africa, when the 
Europeans, on the difcovery and eftablifhment of their 
weftern colonies, wanted a greater number of flaves, than 
a ftrift adherence to the treaty could produce. It would 
be taking up much time to no purpofe, to trace, as they 
rofe, the different artifices that were adopted for the pur- 
pofe of procuring flaves. I fliall therefore decline fuch an 
undertaking, and content myfelf with giving, in two fub- 
fequent chapters, a faithful hiftory of the trade, as it fub- 
fifts, and is carried on at the prefent day. 



CHAP. IX. 

The flaves, which are now tranfported from Africa, can 
only be collefled either by means of the Europeans imme- 
diately, or by the intervention of the people upon th« 
coaft. 

When the former colle£l them, they do it by fending 
their boats to the villages fltuated up the creeks and rivers, 
or upon the fea ibore 3 by difpatching tenders to different 

parts I 
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parts : or by an application to the feftories, either publick- 
ly or* privately, eftabliflied there. 

When the latter coUedl them, they do it by different 
methods ; to (hew which, I fhall divide the people fo em- 
ployed, into four diftinft claffes. 

The firit clafs may be faid to confift of fuch black tra- 
ders, as preferve a regular chain of traffick, and a regular 
communication with each other, from the interiour parts of 
the country to the fea fhore. . Thofe who live fartheft up 
the country, having coUedted a lot of flaves, travel down 
with them to certain markets, which are eftabliflied at a 
certain diftance from their reputed places of abode. At 
thefe markets other traders attend, who purchafe and re- 
ceive the flaves fo brought down, and convey them into 
other hands. In this manner the different black traders 
proceed, continuing to forward their flaves, till they are 
met by the brokers from the water-fide, who generally 
travel about three hundred miles into the inland country 
to receive them, and who convey them back, through that 
diftance, to the ftiips. 

Many of the flaves, thus driven down, are reported to 
have travelled ^t Icaft twelve hundred miles from the place 
where they.. were firft purchafed. This diftance may 
eafily be conceived to have been ftated right, when I in- 
form the reader, that frequently neither any of the cargo, 
with whom it is their lot to be incorporated, nor any of 
the black interpreters on board, can underftand their lan- 
guage. It is probable that a flave of this defcription does 
not coft his firft purchafer more than the value of an ordi- 
nary piftol or of a fword. He paflcs, during his journey, 
through the territories of various kings and princes, to all 
of whom a certain gratuity is given, for fuftering him to 
enter into their dominions, and to proceed fafe. From 
this, and many other caufes, his value is incr^fed to every 
fuccceding purchafer, till he arrives at the water-fide, 
where he fetches the market price. 

* There is a new kind of faftory eftabliflied by the Britiih merchants^ 
wh'oh 1 muft not oiniL to meniion here. It confifts of a large fliip, fta- 
tiorjp'J upon tin: eny{*-, and is called a faftory fhip. Slaves arc brought 
down and put en board, where they remain as in the factories upon land, 
till i\\? fliipo iVom Europe come along-fide^ receive them> and carry 
thciu oft*. 

Thefe 
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Thefe traders then, into whofe different hands the flaves 
now mentioned have been defcribed to fall, may be faid to 
compofe the firft clafs of black traders, and confift of fuch, 
as keep up a regular chain of communication with each 
other, and whofe journey from the interiour parts of the 
country may be faid to be in a line of direftion, perpendi- 
cular to the fhore. 

The fecond confifts of fuch as travel inland, but who 
have no fuch regular chain of commerce, or communica- 
tion wkh diftant parts. Having fold their flaves on one 
part of the coaft, they ftrike up into the country to a cer- 
tain diftance, when they change their direftion, and form 
their route in a line parallel to the (hore. 1 hey^all at all 
the fairs and villages, fituated upon this line, and drop down 
occafionally to the coaft, as they have procured flaves. 
Thefe fame people arc feen trading on different parts of 
the coaft, having no regular ftation or place of abode. 
They appear to be continually travelling backwards and 
forwards, and preferving a line of diredlion, quite contrary 
to that of the former. 

The third confifts of fuch as travel by water up the 
great rivers, which are found in this quarter of the globe* 
rhey either embark themfelves, or employ others, to fu- 
perintend their canoe*?. Thefe canoes are of a great 
length, are always well armed, and carry from fifty to 
feventy hands. They proceed frequently to the diftance of 
a thoujand miles, and bring down from lixty to one hun- 
dred and t-wenty flaves at a time. 

The fourth confifts of fuch, as, living near the banks 
of the rivers, or the fea ftiore, fcarcely travel at all, but 
having, by various means, come into the pofi'eftion of flaves, 
either drive them, or fend them immediately to the fliips 
and faftories. 

There is one diftinftion, which I muft not forget to 
make here. The greateft part of the traders mentioned, 
deal on their own account^ and with their own goods, that 
is, with fuch European goods as have become their own in 
the courfe of trade. 'Vhere are fome, however, of the 
poorer fort, who travel for the fhips. Such traders receive 
a certain quantity of goods on credit, which they fubdi- 
vide among others, and go into difierent parts of the coun- 
try* 



28 On the Slavery and Commerce 

try, for the purpofe of flaving thofe fiiips, on whofe ac- 
count they travel. Thefc are in a particular predicament^ 
being obliged to leave a pledge or fecurity for their return, 
l^his pledge confifts of their own relations, who are de- 
tained till they come back. 

I could mention here fuch an horrid inftance of cruelty, 
praftifed only laft year by an Englifh captain, on the body 
of an innocent pledge, whofe father had not returned in 
time, as would fill the reader with horror : but thofe au- 
theniick depofttions, without which I would not relate it, 
having not yet come into my hands, I am under the necef- 
fity of with-holding it from his perufal. 

Having now mentioned the different clafles of black 
traders, who fupply the Europeans with flaves, I {hall juft 
ftate the different forts of goods which thefe traders receive 
in return, and with which they deal in the inland country, 
Thefe may be divided into three forts, Eaft-Indian, home- 
made, or colonial, and Venetian. 

The firft confifts of cowries, or fmall fhells, which pafs 
for money on fome parts of the coaft j blue and white 
baffp, romals, bandanocs, and other cloths and productions 
of the caft. The fccond confifts of bar-iron, mulkets, 
powder, fwords, pans, and other hardware, cottons, linnen, 
fpirits in great abundance, with other articles of lefs note. 
The third confifts totally of beads. Almoft every fhip 
carries the three forts of articles now ftated, but more or 
lefs of one than of the other, according to the place of her 
deftination ; every different part of the coaft- requiring st 
different aflbrtment, and the Africans, like the Europeans j 
repeatedly changing their tafte. This is particularly the 
cafe with relpeft to beads. The fame kind of beads which 
finds a market one year in one part of the coaft, will pro- 
bably not be faleable there the next. At one time the 
green are preferred to the yellow, at another the opake to 
the tranfparent, and at another the oval to the round. 

I have hitherto only given an account of the difi^erent 
clafles of black traders, and of the goods with which they 
deal ; it may not perhaps be amifs to fay a few words con- 
cerning the different places of trade upon the coaft, and to 
accompany them with fuch other information, as could nqt 
have been given mth propriety in any other place. 

The 
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The Slave trade may be fald to begin at the great River 
Senegal, and to extend to the farther limits of Angola, a 
dirtance of many thoufand miles. 

Up the rivers Senegal and Gambia, the trade is carried 
on in the foilov^^ing manner. The Europeans proceed iii 
their fhips, till they come to a ftationary place. They 
then fend out their boats or tenders, which are always 
armed, to the different villages fituated either upon the 
banks, or in the neighbourhood of thefe fivers. In thefe 
tenders feveral of the natives, converfant in the practice, 
are incorporated with European feamen. When they 
come in fight of the different villages which are fcattered 
about, they fire a muifket, or beat a drum, to let the inha- 
bitants know that they are in want of flaves. In thefe 
veflels, having made their purchafes, they convey them to 
the (hip. 

In the mean time the country people, in whofe neigh- 
bourhood the fhip lies, bring down with them thofe flaves^ 
which they happen either to have had at that time in their 
poffeflion, or which they have procured in confequence of 
her appearance there. A fupply is alfo frequently obtain- 
ed from another quarter, viz. from the large armed canoes, 
which I mentioned to belong to the third clafs of African 
traders, and which are frequently coming down thefe ri- 
vers loaded with flaves. 

On the river Sierra Leon, there are feveral private fac- 
tories belonging to the merchants of Europe, in which 
their agents, confifl:ing of white people, refide. Thefe 
agents keep a number of boats, which they fend up die 
river for flaves, while the people in the neighbourhood, 
confifl:ing of the fourth clafs of African traders, who have 
any to fell, bring them down. By thefe means the agents 
to the faftories have conftantly a number ready for fuch 
Ihips in their own line of conne6lion, as touch there, 
Thofe, on the other hand, who arrive in this river, and 
have no fuch convenience as has been now defcribed, ob- 
tain their flaves in the fame manner as thofe, who go up 
the Gambia and Senegal. 

On the Windward coaft, which reaches from Cape 
Mount to Cape Palmas, the natives, when they have any 
flaves to fell, generally fignify it by fires. The fhips 

which 
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which areftationed there, are obliged to be conftantly look- 
ing out, and fending their boats to that part of the coaft 
where the fmoke is feen. They generally receive about 
three or four flaves at a time, and carry them to the (hips. 
It fometimes happens, however, that flaves are brought to 
them by the natives. Ships have been frequently known 
to be fourteen months on this part of the coaft, before their 
cargoes could be compleated. 

On the Gold coaft, when a veflel is fent to flave there, 
file generally proceeds and anchors at Annamaboe. Her 
boats are repeatedly fent out for the fake of purchafing 
gold. When a fufEcient quantity is procured, flie begins 
to trade. On ether parts of the coaft, the goods which 
are brought from Europe, will always be received in ex- 
change for flaves. It is remarkable that on this the na- 
tives will not fell a flave, unlefs a certain quantity of gold 
is included in the articles defigned for purchafing him. So 
that gold is taken from one part of this coaft, only to re- 
turn it to another. 

The flaves here are ufually brought down to the fliips* 
They confiftoffuch as come from the neighbouring parts- 
They are brought down in droves by the black traders, 
who, in order to fecure them, frequently place the right 
hand of each of them on a log of wood. A ftaple of a 
femicircular form is then fitted to the wrifts, and the fliarp 
ends of it driven down into the wood. Within this ftaple 
the wrift is included. In this manner being (ecured, they 
inarch along, at one time fupporting the wood to which 
their wrift is faftened, upon their head, at another, reft- 
ing it in their left hand, as their eafe requires. In this 
lituation they are either fold to the natives on the fliore, or 
to the people in the fort, who fell them again to the fliips. 

I have now mentioned thofe places upon the coaft, 
where the Europeans are under the neceflity of making ufe 
of boats or fliallops, and without which the trade could not 
be carried on. In the reft, viz. at Whidah, Bonny, Cala- 
bar, Benin, and Angola, no fuch difliculties occur. Gold 
being not demanded in exchange, and boats being unnecef- 
fary, except for reaching the ftiore, wooding and watering, 
and for fervices of a fimilar kind. This is particularly 
the cafe at Calabar and Bonny, which are the greateft 
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markets for flaves. The traders there, who confift of 
thofe of the firft clafs, and who have a regular communica- 
tion with the inland parts, get their canoes ready when any 
vefTels arrive. They go in a large fleet up their refpcctive 
rivers, into the inland country, to attend the fairs which 
are held there. They are mofily abfent about nine days. 
They return frequently with Jjfieen hundred or tivo ihoiifand 
flaves at a time, who are thrown into the bottom of the 
canoes, their hands and feet being confined by mats, and 
other ligaments of the country. A Ihip, which is ftation- 
ed there, will receive an hundred and twenty of them at a 
time. The flaves, which are thus brought down, arc very 
inferiour to thofe which are obtained from the places be- 
fore-mentioned. The regularity however of the trade, and 
the fmall fpace of time in which a cargo may be complcat- 
ed, are confiderations, which have made thefc places more 
reforted to than any other upon the coalK 

It cannot now be amifs to Itate the different mediums of 
exchange which prevail on the different parts of the coafl 
now mentioned. The Africans, unacquainted with the 
money of the Europeans, could not rate the price which 
they would pay for the goods of the latter, or which they 
would take for their own flaves, by that ilandard. The 
Europeans, on the other hand, equally ignorant of the 
money of the Africans, could not reckon by theirs. Nor 
was it eafy to fay, nor could it well have been fixed, among 
fuch a variety of^ articles, as an European cargo conlilis 
of, what part or parts of thefe fhould be given for any 
flave. This being the cafe, a medium of exchange has 
been devifed, to which the commodities of each bear a 
determinate and fixed value. On the Windward Coaft, 
and at Bonny, this medium is called, both by the Afri- 
cans and the Europeans, a * bar ; on the Gold Coaft 
and at Whidah, it is called an ounce ; at Calabar, a copper -, 
at Benin, 2i pai^n ; and at Angola, apiece. So that they 
are faid to reckon by bars, ounces, coppers, pauns, anJ 
pieces, according to tlie different places of trade, 'i'his 

* Probably fo called from an article, long accuftomed to be fent to the 
coart-, and a principal article in the trade, viz. a bar of iron, to which it is 
eqaal in value. A bar in trjJe being eflimated at about four fhiliings. 
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regulation having been efFedted, and every piece of Euro- 
pean goods having been rated accordingly, an agreement 
is now eafily made, and a cargo purchafed. 



CHAP. X. 

Having mentioned, in the preceding chapter, the dif- 
ferent black traders, with the articles of merchandize, the 
principal places of trade, and the medium of exchange, 
which prevails on different parts of the coaft of Africa, I 
fliall now confine myfelf to the unhappy objedls of this 
traffick, and the manner in which they are reduced to fla- 
very at the prefent day. 

The number that has been annually tranfported, has 
not been regularly the fame. It fluftuates according as 
the Europeans are at war with each other ; for war gene- 
rally hinders the equipment of the ufual number of veflels 
fent by the belligerent flates. Nor is this the only caufe 
©fits flu6tuation; as it depends much upon the quantity 
of new land which the Europeans put into cultivation in 
their colonies. In the year 1768", one hundred and four 
ihoufand of the natives of Africa were taken from their 
own continent* This number continued to be taken, 
more or lefs, for the five next years. It was diminiflied 
however during the American war, but has now gained its 
former meafure. The number therefore, taken from the 
African continent, in the year 1786, may be ftated at one 
hundred thoufand^ and the fhips that conveyed them to the 
colonies, at three hundred and fifty. This number, 
though immenfe, may be called the annual average num- 
ber, when the Europeans are in a flate of peace. 

The trade is at prefent confined to the Englifh, Dutch, 
Danes, Portuguefe, and French. The former, in the 
year 1786, employed one hundred and thirty (hips, and 
carried off about forty- two thoufand (laves. Thefe were 
fitted out from the ports of London, Briflol, and Lever- 
pool, the latter of which fent out ninety veflels alone. 
Two ports in England, from which (hips were formerly 
fitted out for Africa, have relinquifhed the trade ; and to 
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the honour of Ireland and Scotland, their ports are at pre* 
ient unftsuned with human blood. 

The unhappy flaves, who are thus annually taken from 
their native land, may be divided into feven claffes. 

The moft conTiderable, and that which contains at leaft 
half of ^ whole number tranfported, confifts of kidnap- 
ped people. Many of the Africans, who have been inticed 
by the Europeans, and have come on board their veflels in 
confidence, have been detained and carried off. Others 
have been invited to a conference on the fhore. A pun- 
cheon of fpirits has been opened to entertain them, and as 
foon as they have drank to intoxication, they have been 
ieized, and forced, in that helplefs and unguarded fituation^ 
to the fhips. 

I cannot perhaps (hew the treachery of the Europeans 
who embark in this trade, in a ftronger light, than by fpe- 
cifically mentioning an occurrence, which happened but a 
few years back ; an occurrence, difgraceful to any civi- 
lized people, but particularly to the tnglifh. 

In the year 1767, the (hips Indian Queen, Duke of 
York, Nancy, and Concord, of Briftol, the Edgar, of Le- 
verpool, and the Canterbury, of London, lay in Old Cala- 
bar River. 

It happened at this time that a quarrel fubfifted between 
the principal inhabitants of Old Town, and thofe of New 
Town, Old Calabar, which had originated in a jealoufy 
refpefting flaves. The captains of the veffels now men- 
tioned, united in fending feveral letters to the inhabitants 
of Old Town, but particularly to Ephraim Robin John, 
who was at that time a grandee, and a principal inhabi- 
tant of the place. The univerfal tenor of thefe letters was, 
that they were forry that any jealoufy or quarrel fliould 
iiibfift between the two parties j that, if the inhabitants of 
Old Town would come on board, they would afFord them 
fccurity and protediion, adding, at the fame time, that their 
intention in inviting them was, that they might become 
mediators, and heal their difputes. 

The inhabitants of Old 1 own, happy to find that their 
differences were likely to be reconciled, joyfully accepted 
the invitation. The three brothers o\ the grandee juft 
mentioned^ the eldeft of whom was Amboe Robin John, 
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firft entered their canoe attended by twenty-feven others, 
and being followed by nine canoes, direfted their courfc 
to the Indian Queen. They were difpatched from thence 
the next morning to the Edgar, and afterwards to the 
Duke of York, on board of which they went, leaving their 
canoe and attendants by the fide of the fame veflel. In 
the mean time the people on board the other canoes, were 
either diftributed on board, or lying clofe to, the other 
Chips. 

This being the fituatlon of the three brothers, and of 
the principal inhabitants of the place, the treachery now 
began to appear. The crew of the Duke of York, aided 
by the captain and mates, and armed with piftols and cut- 
lafles, rufhed into the cabin with an intent to feize the 
perfons of their three innocent and unfufpicious guefts. 
The unhappy men, alarmed at this flagrant violation of 
the rights of hofpitality, and ftruck with aftonifhment at 
the behaviour of their fuppofed friends, attempted to 
efcape through the cabin windows, but being wounded, 
were obliged to defift, and to fubmit to be put in irons. 

In the iame moment, in which this atrocious attempt 
had been made, an order had been given to fire upon the 
canoe, that was then lying by the fide of the Duke of 
York. The canoe foon filled and funk, and the wretched 
attendants were either feized, killed, or drowned. Moft 
of the other fliips immediately followed the example. 
Great numbers were additionally killed and drowned on 
the occafion, and others were fwimmirig to the (hore. 

At this jundlure, the inhabitants of New Town, who 
had concealed themfelves in the buflies by the water-fide, 
and between whom and the commanders of the veflels the 
plan had been previoufly concerted, came out from their 
hiding-places, and, embarking in their canoes, made for 
fuch as were fwimming from the fire of the (hips. The 
ihips^ boats alfo were inftantly maimed, and joined in the 
purfuit. They butchered the greateft part of thofe whom 
they caught. Many dead bodies were foon feen upon the 
fands, and others were floating during the whole of the 
day upon the water ; and including thofe that were feized 
and carried oiF, and thofe that were drowned and killed ; 
either by the firing of the fhips or the people of New- 
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Town, three hundred were loft to the inhabitants of Old 
Town on that day. ^ 

The carnage, which I have been now defcribing, was 
fcarcely over, when a canoe, full of the principal people 
of New Town, who had been the promoters of the 
fchcme, dropped alongfide of the Duke of York. They 
demanded the perfon of Amboe Robin John, the brother 
of the Grandee of Old Town, and the el deft of the three 
on board. The unfortunate man put the palms of his 
hands together, and befeeched the commander of the vef- 
fel, that he would not violate the rights of hofpitality, nor 
give up an unoffending ftranger to his enemies. No in- 
treaties could avail with the hardened Chrifiian. He re- 
ceived from Aem a (lave, of the name of Econg, in his 
ftead, and then forced him into the canoe, where his head 
was immediately ftruck off in the fight of the crew, and 
of his aiflifted and difconfolate brothers. As for them, 
they efcaped his fate, but they were carried off with their 
attendants to the European colonies, and fold for (laves. 

This is a fpecifick inftance, and an inftance neither to 
be denied, controverted, nor palliated, of the behaviour 
of the Europeans to the innocent and unguaided natives 
of Africa. I am aware it will be faid, that it is a fingle 
inftance, and of a late date. But I can produce many 
and recent ; and, if I miftake not, there is a port in this 
kingdom, where veffels were fitted out in the African 
trade only three years back, and from which no veflel in 
that line has been fent fince. This fudden change fhall 
immediately be accounted for. The captain of one of 
them had fraudulently carried off fuch a number of the 
natives, and the fafl: was fo notorious upon the coaft, that 
no veflel could have traded with them in (afety from that 
port. 

I forefee it will be objeSed, that, if thefe practices were 
in force, a retaliation "yvould take place, and the next veffel 
would be cut off. I grant it ; and as no year pafles 
but fome one veffel or another meets with fuch a fate, the 
objeftion only evinces the truth of the pofition in a clearer 
light. At the fame time I muft confefs, that the carry- 
ing off of whole cargoes is not fo frequent as formerly, 
nor could it be done with impunity. But hundreds QfJ/?^ 
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lltary beings arc fraudulently taken ofF, as opportunity 
offers, who have neither witnefles to the fail, nor aven- 
gers of their lofs. ^ 

But the number of Africans, that are annually kidnap- 
ped by the Europeans, bears no fort of comparifon with 
the number of thofe, that are kidnapped by their own 
countrymen* 

The great tafte, which the Africans have acquired for 
European commodities, particularly ^/r/Vj,* and the ready 
fale, which is found for the human fpecies through the 
whole of their extenfive continent, have tempted the 
ftrong to feize upon the weak, the cunning to lay fnares 
for the unwary, and the rich to circumv^t the poor. 
Some of them conceal themfelves in the forefts, and near 
the roads, watching for the unguarded traveller as an 
huntfman for his game. Others lie in wait in the rice- 
fields, to carry off all fuch, as may be ftationed there for 
the purpofe of driving the birds from the grain. Others 
conceal themfelves at the fprings of water, to which the 
natives refort to quench their thirft, or in thickets by the 
fide of creeks, to fall upon thofe folitary beings, who fifh 
there either for amufement or for food. But their prin- 
cipal ftation is in the long grafs, by the fide of particular 
path -ways, which are cut from one village to another ; 
firom which they fpriifg out upon their prey and fecure it ; 
and fo frequent and fo fuccefsful have thefe praftices been, 
that many of the natives, whofe huts or houfes are at no 
great diftance from each other, are afraid of vifiting in 
the night. 

The unfortunate people, who fall into the hands of the 
flave-hunters now mentioned, are difpofed of in the fol- 
lowing manner. If the place, in which they were kid- 
napped, is near the banks of the rivers, or the fea-fhore, 
they are fold to the fliips' boats, which are continually 
beating about, or conveyed to the fhips themfelves, or, if 
any fadories are in the neighbourhood, they are fold there, 
Thofe, on the other hand, who are kidnapped in the in- 
terior parts of the country, remote either from the rivers 
or the ihore, are carried to the different markets in the 

* 184.8x6 Gallons of Britiih fpiriti were feat to the coaft in the year 
>7S$ from i«iverpool alone* 
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vicinity of the place, where a price is paid for theirij and 
from whence they are forwarded by the different travelling 
merchants, through a regular and eftablifhed route, for 
the ihips. 

But to return. While the robberies, which I have been 
defcribing, are carried on by the natives fettled in the in- 
teriour parts of the country, thofe, who go up the rivers, 
and occupy the large armed canoes mentioned in the pre- 
ceding chapter, are not behind them in depredation, Thefe 
carry on in places which are much frequented a fair trade. 
But when diey come to a diftant and lonely inland town, 
where no danger is apprehended, it is cuftomary to intice 
the natives to a conference, to open a puncheon of fpirits 
for their entertainment, and to encourage intoxication* 
When matters are fufficiently ripe for their defign, the 
different parties of the canoe, who have been previoufly 
placed in ambufli, rufh fuddenly upon the intoxicated 
guefts, feize indifcriminately all they can, and force them 
on board. This praftice prevails, as opportunity offers. 
Nor are they backward, if, during their long route, they 
fliojLild meet with any folitary people either on the river or 
on the banks, in making them the victims of their avarice* 
Now, if we confider the prodigious length of way which 
many of thefe canoes go, and the opportunities that are 
afforded them ; if we confider that regular markets areefla* 
blifhed through the interiour parts of the country to the 
diflance of twelve hundred miles from the water-fide ; that 
the fame tafle for European commodities prevails, and the 
fame inducements are held out to kidnap the unwary, 
throughout the whole of this extenfive fpace as upon tne 
fea-fhore, we may very eafily conceive how great a pro- 
portion the kidnapped people muil make of the number 
annually tranfported into flavery. 

But I fhall not refl: the matter upon conjecture as to 
the proportion, which I have flated them to make. A 
gentleman, who refided for fome time upon the coafl, 
who commanded alfofhips in the trade, and whofe know* 
ledge of African cufloms is fuperiour to that of mofl, in- 
formed me that he fpoke two of the African languages : 
that he was therefore enabled to converfe with many of 
thofe who were put on board his own fhip ^ and that he 
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had often the curiofity to inquire of them, how they came* 
into the fituation of flaves. He aiTured me that their a!- 
moft univerfal reply was, that they had been kidnapped, 
either at the fprings of water, or as they were travelling 
upon the roads, or as they were cultivating their little 
plantations alone, and that he could take upon him to 
fay, (as far as his own inquiries went) that more than one 
half of the African flaves, that are annually (hipped to the 
European colonies, confift of kidnapped people. 

Another, who had made five voyages to the coafl:, and 
a man of equal veracity, gave me a fimilar account. I 
defired him to recoiled, if he could, and to furnifh me 
with, the hiftory of any of thofe flaves on board his own 
j(hip, with which he might have become acquainted. 

The firft flave, he faid, that attrafted his notice, was 
a man of clever appearance, and who fpoke broken Eng- 
lifli. He was curious to know the circumftances that had 
reduced him to a flave. Upon putting the queftion, the 
flave informed him that he had been invited to the houfe 
of a black trader to regale himfelf ; that others were pre- 
fent at the feaft ; that, on a fudden, the guefts rofe up to 
feize him 5 that he had agility fufficient to extricate him- 
felf from their hands, and that he (hould have certainly 
made his way to the woods, had not a large dog, which 
was immediately fet upon him, prevented his efcape : 
feized and incumbered in this manner, he was caught and 
condufted to the (hip. 

The next perfon that caught his attention was a preg- 
nant woman. He wiftied to be made acquainted with 
the hiftory of her fituation ; but, not knowing any Ian-» 
guage which (he could underftand, he applied to a black 
interpreter, of the name of Afou, who was then on board. 
By means of this man he was informed, that (he had vi- 
fited a friend in a neighbouring village, but that, return- 
ing in the night, (he was feized by a party of ruffians, 
who fold her to a black trader the next day. That this 
trader fold her to another ; and that, being pafTed through 
various hands, (he came at length to the water-fide, where 
(he was fold to the (hip. 

The third perfon, with whofe hiftory he became ac- 
quainted, was kidnapped in his own fight. A black 

trader 



cr THE Human Speci£5, 39 

trader had invited a countryman to come and fee him^ 
and, when the repaft was over, to fee a (hip. The coun- 
tryman confented. He ftepped into the trader's canoe^ 
and was conduced to the fide of the veflel. He was look- 
ing up to her with wonder and furprize, when two or three 
other traders, who were then on board, and in the fecret, 
jumped inftandy into the canoe, feized him, brought hint 
up, and fold him. He bore his captivity with great forti- 
tude and refignation. 

To enumerate the many inftances, that could be traced 
only in one fhip, would be an endlefs tafk. I ihall there- 
fore look upon the ftatement as incontrovertible. Should 
It be difputed, I have other inftances to produce. But I 
muft recoUeS, that I may have probably been too prolific 
already, and that there are other clafTes of flaves, of which 
the reader will expe<S me to take fome notice. 

The fecond order of flaves, and by no means inconfider- 
able, confifts of thofe, whole villages have been depopu- 
lated to obtain them. This praflice prevails much in the 
inland country, and is praSifed in different ways, accord- 
ing as the princes are more or lefs defpotick. 

The latter, apprehenfive of fome refiftance on the part 
of their fubjefts, are obliged to be more cautious. They 
ufually aflfemble their guards, and vifit the villages, which 
are to become the objeSs of their avarice, in the nisht. 
Having furrounded them, and fet them on fire, they ieize 
fuch of the inhabitants as are endeavouring to efcape from 
the flames, and either fend them to a neighbouring market 
to be fold, or fell them to the different black traders that 
are conftantly travelling through their dominions. 

The latter, who have acquired an unlimited power over 
the lives and properties of their fubjeds, have no neceflity 
eidier to devife fchemes, or to praftife them in the night, 
Amongthefe is to be reckoned the prefent King of Daho- 
my. This prince, as if he imitated fome of the Roman 
Emperors, gives^ largefles to his people on certain days. 
Thefe largelies confift of cowries^ an article of European 
merchandize, which, as I ftated before, pafles for money 
in fome parts of the country. He is often fo prodigal on 
thefe occafions, as to feel himfelf in want. Whenever 
this is the cafe, he ftizes without any hefitation, one of 
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his own villages, and configns the innocent inhabitants t9 
flavery, to fupply the lofs which his prodigality has occa- 
fioned. Some of his villagers, for particular reafons, have 
had an indemnity from fervitudc. But even thefe, in a 
fit of paffion, have been feized, and fold contrary to the 
royal word : and, upon any remonftrance being made, the 
only anfwer has been, ** that they muff obey,'* 

The third clafs confifts of fuch, as have been faid to be 
convi<3ed of crimes. The Africans, before they were 
vifited by the Europeans, puniflied their delinquents much 
in the fame manner as other people in the fame ftage of 
Ibciety ; but, fince the introduction of the Qave-trade, all 
crimes have been punifhed with flavery. 

But this change, though it greatly increafed the num- 
ber of flaves, was found infufficient either to anfwer the 
demands of the Europeans, or the avarice of the African 
princes. They were reduced therefore to the difficulty of 
inventing new crimes, that a greater number of criminals 
might be made and fold. Nor did the princes ftop here. 
Mew difiinrihiis began to be made in crimes, that a ftill 
greater number of punifhments might fucceed* The of- 
fender, in the firft ftage or degree of his offence, now for- 
feits his own freedom ; in the fecond, that of the male 
part of his family together with his own ; in the third, 
the whole family fufFer \ and, in the fourth, the relations 
of the offender as far as they can be traced. 

Thefe refinements in judiciary proceedings and in 
crimes, are fuch as the moft civilized nations have not yet 
attained to, (though in fuch nations there muft always be 
a greater di verfity of crimes than in thofe which are lefs 
improved) and fuch only as avarice and the commerce of 
the human fpecies could have infpired. One would have 
thought, unlefs acquainted with the hiftory of the flave- 
trade, either that the natives of Africa had been a more 
malignant and vicious ibciety of men than others, that 
fiich laws (hould have been neceflary \ or that their princes 
had been more pure and untainted ; and that, anxious to 
prevent vice in every poffible fhape, they had proceeded to 
fuch feverities. But neither of thefe furmifes would have 
been true. The Africans are not Angular for their vices 5 
and their princes are fo far from being more pure,^ that 
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they are more corrupted than other fovereigns. To the 
avarice of thefe alone is to be attributed the nice diftinc- 
trons before mentioned, and fuch as even philofophers 
have not yet pretended to make, in crimes. 

In all good governments the happinefe of the fovereign 
is moft intimately connected vrith the virtue of his fuhjefls ; 
but in Africa the cafe is otherwife. 'I'he prince is happy 
in proportion to their vices, and is fo far from wiihing 
them to be unfpotted with a crime, as often to intice them 
to commit it. This is particularly the cafe upon the 
Gold Coaft. The adulterer there, as in other parts, for- 
feits his own freedom. This being an eftabiifhed law, 
the princes place their riches and happinefs in the number 
of their miftreffes or their wives. Thefe wives are ftrii^ly 
commanded to go out, and to attempt to feduce the young 
and the unvrary. Every perf n fo feduced and found out 
(and it is the bufinefs of the fedu6trefs to betray) forfeits 
his liberty, and becomes the property of the prince. 

The fourth clafs confifts of prifoners of war. 

Thefe are of two forts. The firft comprehends fuch, 
as are the effefts of wars, that have originated in common 
caufes. l^he great princes of Africa, like the princes of 
Europe, are ambitious, jealous, fond of increafing tlieir 
revenue, their territory, or their power. Thefe, tlierce- 
fore, engage in war from the fame motives as other fove- 
reigns, and fell their prifoners. 

I'he (econd comprehends fuch, as are the effeds of 
wars, that have been made folely for the purpofe of ob- 
taining them. Thefe, in point of number, greatly exceed 
the former. The princes, who engage in. fuch fkirmiihes, 
are generally the chieftains of fmall tribes. As foon as 
the foils of a veffel appear, they prepare for the attack. 
The inhabitants of the windward coatt, who live in fmall 
communities, perfe6^1y unconnected with, and detached 
from, each other, are particularly to be included in this 
defcription. 

But this is not the only part of the coaft, where thefe 
practices are in force. Other tribes can be mentioned 
both up the Senegal and Gambia, who have no fooner 
feen a veffel, than they have gone to war. Nor is the 
king of Darnel to be forgotten here, whofe conduct, on a 

certain 



42 On the Slavery akd CoMMERclt 

certain occaflon, I (hall now take an opportunity of ftatin^ 
to the reader. 

Some veflels had arrived at Goree to get flaves. The 
Ling had fent fome of his people into the inland country 
for the fake of procuring them. From fome accident or 
other, his hunters (if I may be allowed the exprefEon) 
were detained, or at leaft fo detained, as not to return at 
the appointed time. He was enraged at their delay, and» 
though at that time in profound peace with the whole 
country round, he did not hefitate to lead out his forces, 
and attack a neighbouring tribe. The battle was fought 
with obftinacy on both fides. At length victory declared 
in his favour. He obtained about one hundred and eighty 
prifoners, many of whom being feverely wounded foon 
died. About two hundred lay lifelefs in the field of battle^ 
and the greatejl fart of their children were murder ed. 

This affords us one, among the many fpecimcns that 
may be produced, of the happy effefts of an African bat- 
tle, and of the conne6lion of the natives of Africa with 
the Europeans. Wherever the latter have had accefs t^ 
them, the rights of fricndfhip, alliance, and confangui« 
nity, have been caufed to be violated ; the ties of fo- 
ciety to be broken, and their fields to be deluged with 
blood. 

I (hall only obferve here, that this order of flaves is very 
inconfiderable, when compared with either of the former. 
For though the Africans are fupplied by the Europeans 
with arms and ammunition ; though wars are repeatedly 
made for the purpofe of procuring flaves, and their whole 
continent may be faid to be continually in a blaze, yet the 
battles fought on thefe occafions are fo obftinate, and ia 
many are killed on both fides, that the furviving captives 
are few ; a circumftance, which will be confirmed by an- 
other inftance in the fecond part of the prefent work. 

The fifth dafs comprehends thofe, who are flaves by 
birth. 

There are fome traders upon the coafl:, who have flaves 
in their poflefHon, and who make a practice of breeding 
from thefe, as a grazier from his ftock, for the purpofe of 
felling them to others. They are brought up to a certain 
age, when they are reckoned faleable. 

The 
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The fituation of thcfe flaves is always truly diftrcffing, 
as the ties of blood are conftantly broken, and fathers, 
mothers, and children, feparated at the call of the Euro- 
pean trader. It frequently happens, that a woman is fe- 
lefted for fale, who has a child. The black trader never 
parts with the latter, but referves it for a few years, till 
its age will infure him a certain price. This being an 
eftabliihed rule, the unhappy mother is obliged to leave it 
behind. T'he parting is truly melancholy and affefting. 
No pen can pretend to defcribe it faithfully. Thus fepa- 
rated from her child, and fold into flavery, there are two 
calamities inftantly to tear and affli£^ her mind; and if I 
may add a third, it muft be in the thought that fhe has 
been obliged to bring into the world, and give fuck to a 
being, that lives only for the ufe of another, and who in a 
little time is to partake her fate. 

As to the child, it has certainly a refpite for fome years. 
But for what is it referved ? Food is given to it, as to the 
young of an horfe, to qualify it to become an inftrument 
of labour. Melancholy confideration ! to be obliged to 
eat and drink to fupport life, to be put only at laft into a 
iituation in which it is pain to live— -to become the flave 
of an European. 

There is fomething fo horrid in meditating upon the 
.Situation of this clafs of flaves, that I am at a lofs to de- 
fcribe it. 1 fhall therefore leave it to the reader, who 
may create a fubjeft, that will employ his rcflecHon, and 
try his feelings. 

The fixth clafs confifts of fuch, as have facrificcd their 
liberty to gaming. 

Some of thefe have been fo immoderately charmed, as 
when they have loft every thing; elfe, to have ftaked the 
liberty of their wives and children, and ultimately of 
themfelves. The family having thus, by another unl'uc- 
cefsful turn, become the property of the winner, have 
been configned to flavery. 

That beings, endued with the faculties of men, fhould 
proceed to fuch extremities, is really unaccountable : nor 
would inftances of this fort find credit with any but the 
philofopher, who is intiniatelv acquainted with t'le failin(!:s 

of 
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of human nature and the follies of mankind, or with the 
hiflorian, who has fimilar fa£ls to produce. They are ne- 
verthelefs true ; and the Africans are no more to be cen- 
fured for their weaknefs in this refpcfl, than others in the 
iame ftage of fociety. The Germans, having loft every 
thing elfe, ftaked, as I obferved in the firft chapter, their 
perfonal liberty. Some of the Huns went ftill farther, 
and, having loft their military arms, which they efteem- 
cd beyond all their other pofleffions, at laft ftaked their 
lives. 

The feventh and laft clafs confifts of fuch, as, having 
run into debt, are feis&ed according to the laws of the 
country, and fold by their creditors. This clafs, like the 
former, is fo very inconfiderable, as fcarcely to deferve 
mention. I was unwilling, however, to omit them, hav- 
ing come to a knowledge of their exiftence. Perhaps an 
inftance or tv/o of this fort would not be unacceptable to 
the reader. 

An African, of the Mundingoe nation, had in the courfe 
of play loft all his pofleffions (which were confiderable) 
except three of his domeftick flaves. Thefe alfo he ftaked 
and loft. One of them, the bearer of his lance, thinking 
himfelf not obliged to fall a facrifice to his matter's impru- 
dence, fecured himfelf by flight. The two that remained 
were immediately given up to the winner. But the maf- 
ter, having now nothing left, was feized to make up, by 
the fale of his own perlbn, that debt which now accrued 
to the winner by the defertion of the third. Having thus 
come into the power of a perfon, who was now his credi- 
tor, he was fold to a trader to pay the debt, and was im- 
mediately paflid to the fliips. 

Another African, of the fame nation, and a man in 
years, had contraded a debt. The creditor infitted upon 
fecurity for the payment of it on a certain day, or he muft 
immediately be fold. The old man prevailed upon his 
grandfon to deliver himfelf up as a pledge, convincing him 
that he (hould be able to liberate him at the ftated time. 
In a few hours after the payment became due, he arrived 
with articles fufiicient to difcharge the debt, but to his 
great mortification found that his unfortunate grandfon 

was 



THE Human Species. 45 

to'as then upon the point of fale. He inftantly fell at the 
feet of the creditor, intreated him to have pity upon his 
age, and to fufFer him to redeem his relation. iJut his 
intreaties were ineffeftual. His innocent grandfon was 
fold, forwarded to the fhips, and tranfported to the regions 
of flavery. 

It has been aflerted by fome that there is an eighth or- 
der of African flaves, confifting of fuch as are fold by 
their own parents. But this idea, upon a minute invefti- 
gation, has no foundation in truth. The Africans have 
as great an affection for their children as any nation what- 
ever. When an African carries his flave to market, he 
fays he has brought his fon. Hence arifes the miftake ; 
for the words Jon and Jlave are * fynonymous with him^ 
The European, however, has availed himfelf of the ex- 
preflion, for the purpofe of palliating the trade : falfely 
■ inferring, that if the Africans fell their own children (to 
which as parents he prefumes them to have a right) he has 
certainly a right to purchafe them. 

I have now mentioned the different clafles of flaves, 
that are to be found on the African coutinent. It re- 
mains only to obferve, that in the fale and purchafe of 
thefe the African commerce or flave trade confifts ; that 
they are delivered to the captains of the European fhips in 
exchange for the various commodities mentioned in the 
preceding chapter ; that thefe tranfport them to their re- 
fpeftive colonies in the weft, where their flavery takes 
place J and that, having thus conveyed them to their laji 
hotneSy they return to Europe, there to fettle their ac- 
counts with their employers, and to prepare their veflels 
for another voyage. 

Having thus explained as much of the hiftory of mo- 
dern fervitude, as is fufficient for the profecution of my 
defign, I (hould have clofed my account here, but that a 
work, juft publifhed, has furniftied me with a Angular 
anecdote of the colonifts of a neighbouring nation, which 

* This is by no means wonderful, as the fame word, which fignifies t 
fon or boy in the tatin^ Greek, and Hebrew languages, fignifies alio a 
(eryaac* 
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I cannot but relate. The learned f author, having de« 
fcribed the method which the Dutch colonifts at the Cape 
make ufe of to talce the Hottentots and enflave them^ 
takes occafion, in many fubfequent parts of the work, to 
inention the dreadful efFefts of the pra£tice of flavery ; 
which, as he juftly remarks, leads to all manner of mif* 
demeanours and wickednefs. " Pregnant women" (ays 
he, *' and children in their tendereft years, were not at 
** this time, neither indeed are they ever, exempt from 
^* the effecSfe of the hatred and fpirit of vengeance con- 
^* ftantly harboured by the colonifts, with refpeft to the 
" * Bofllies-man nation ; excepting fuch indeed as arc 
^* marked out to be carried away into bondage J* ^ 

•* Does a colonift at any time get fight of a Bolhies- 
^^ man, he takes fire immediately, and fpirits up his horfe 
•* and dogs, in order to hunt him with more ardour and 
'* fiiry than he would a wolf, or any other wild beaft ? 
^^ On an open plain, a few colonifts on horfeback are al- 
** ways fure to get the better of the greateft number of 
•' Bofliies-men rfiat can be brought together j af the for- 
** mer always keep at tlie diftance of about an hundred 
" or an hundred and fifty paces (juft as they find it conve- 
*' nient) and charging their heavy fire-arms with a very 
" large kind oi fliot, jump off their horfes, and reft their 
*' pieces in their ufual manner on their ramrods, in order 
'* that they may ftioot with the greater certainty ; fo that 
'^ the balls difcharged by them will fometimes, as I have 
•* been affured, go through ihe bodies of fix, feven, or 
" eight of the enemy at a time, efpecially as thefe latter 
" know no better than to keep clofe together in a 
<c body." 

*' And not only is the capture of the Hottentots confi- 
*' dered by them merely as a party of pleafure, but in cold 
*' blood they deftroy the bands which nature has knit be- 
** tween their hufoands, and their wives and children, 
** &c." 

+ Andrew Sparman, M. D. Profeflbr of Phyfick at Stockholm, Fel- 
Icw of the Royal Academy of Sciences in Sweden, and Infpeftor of its 
Cabinet of Natural Hiflory, whofc voyage was tranflated into Engliih, 
and pubiiflied in 1785. 

* Boihie^-min, or ii^ud Hottentot. 
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With what horrour do thefe pafTages ftrike us ! What 
indignation do they raife in our breafts, when we re&eSt^ 
that a part of the human fpecies are confidered as game^ 
and that parties of pkafure arc made for their deftruhion f 
The lion does not imbrue his claws in blood, uidefs called 
upon by hunger, or provoked by interruption ; whereas 
the mercilefs Dutch, more lavage than the brutes them* ^ 
ielves, not only murder their fellow creatures without any 
provocation or neceifity, but even make a diverfion of their 
fufierings, and enjoy their pain. 
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SLAVE TRADE4 



CHAP. I. 

TT Aving explained the Hiftory of Slavery in the firft part 
-" of this Effay, as far as it Was neceflary for my defign^ 
I fhall now take the queftion into confideration, which I 
propofed at firft as the fubje<5l of ihy inquiry, viz. how far 
the commerce and flavery of the human ipecies, as re- 
vived by feme of the nations of Europe in the perfons of 
the unfortunate Africans, and as revived, in a great mea-^ 
iure^ oh the principles of antiquity, are confident with 
the laws of nature, or the common notions of equity, as 
eftablifhed among men« 

This queftion refolves itfelf into two (eparate parts for dif- 
cuffion, into the African comnuree (as explained in the hi/iory 
dfjlavers) and the fubfequent Jlavery in the colonies'^ asfoun-* 
dedon the equity of the commerce. The former, of courfe^ 
will be firft examined. For this purpofe I (hall inquire 
firft into the rife^ natute, and defign of governmeht4 

D Sucb 
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Such an inquiry will be particularly ufeful in the prefent 
place ; it will afford us that general knowledge of fubordina- 
lion and liberty, which is neceffary in the cafe before us, 
and will be found, as it were, a iburce, to which we may 
frequently refer for many and valuable arguments. 

It appears that mankind were originally free, and that 
they poffefled an equal right to the foil and produce of the 
earth. For proof of this, we need only appeal to the di~ 
vine writings 5 to the golden age of the poets, which, like 
other fables of the times, had its origin in truth ; and to 
the inftitution of the Saturnaliay and of other fimilar fefti- 
vals ; all of which arc fo many monuments of this origi- 
nal equality of men. Hence then there was no rank, 
no diftinfHon, no fuptriour. Every man wandered where 
he chofe, changing his refidence, as a fpot attracted his 
fancy, or fuited his convenience, uncontrouled by his 
neighbour, unconneSed with any but his family. Hence 
alfo (as every thing was common) he collefted what he 
chofe without injuiy, and enjoyed without injury what he 
had colleSed. Such viras the hrft (ituation of mankind ^* 
a fl:ate of diffociat'ton and independence. 

In this cfmbciated ftate it is impoflible that men could 
have long continued. The dangers to which they muft 
have frequently been cxpofed, by the attacks of fierce 
and rapacious beafts, by the prcedatory attempts of their 
own fpecies, and by the difputes of contiguous and inde- 
pendent families; thefe, together with their inability to 
defend themfclvcs on many (uch occafions, muft have in- 
cited them to unite. Hence then was fociety formed on 
the grand principles of prefervation and defence : and as 
thefe principles began to operate, in the different parts of 
the earth, where the different families had roamed, a great 
number of thefe focieties began to be formed and efta- 
blifhed ; which, taking to themfelves particular names 
from particular occurrences, began to be perfedtly diftinft 
from, one another. 

As the individuals, of whom thefe focieties were com- 
pofed, had afllbciated only for their defence, fo they expe- 

• This conclufion concerning the diifociated fttte of mankind, is oon- 
firmed by all the early writers, with wlvofe defcriptioas of primitive 
thaes ao other condufion is recondleable* 

riencedi 
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rienced, at firft, no change in their condition. They 
were ftill independent and free ; they were ftill without 
difcipline or laws ; they had eveiy thing ftill in common j 
they purfued the fame manner of life ; wandering only, in 
herds^ as the earth gave them or refufed them fuftenance ; 
and doing, as a puhlick body^ what they had been accuftom- 
ed to do as individuals before. This was the exaft fitua- 
tion of the ♦Getae and Scythians, of the f Lybians and 
'Goetulians, of the J Italian Aborigines, and of the || Huns 
and Alans. They had left their original ftate of dljfocia-^ 
tiorij and had ftepped into that, which has been juft de-». 
fcribed. Thus was the fecond fituation of men a ftate of 
independent fociety. 

Having thus joined themfelves together, and having 
formed themfelves into feveral large and diftinft bodies, 
they could not fail of fubmitting foon to a more confider- 
able change. Their numbers muft have rapidly in- 
creaied, and their focieties, in procefs of time, have be- 
come fo populous, as frequently to have experienced the 
want of fubfiftence, and many of the commotions and tu- 
mults of inteftine ttrife. For thefe inconvcnieneics ho'.v- 
ever there were remedies to be found. Agriculture would 
furnifli them with that fubfiftence and fupport, which the 
earth, from the rapid increafe of its inhabitants, had be- 
come unable fpontaneoufly to produce. An ajpgnation of 
property would not only enforce an application, but excite 
an emulation, to labour ; and government would at once 
afford a fecurity to the acquifitions of the induftrious, and 
heal the inteftine diforders of the community, by the intro- 
du(5tion of laws. 

Such then were the remedies, that were gradually ap- 
plied. The focietiesj which had hitherto feen their mem^* 
bcrs undiftinguiflied either by authority or rank, admit- 
ted now of magiftratical pre-eminence. They were di- 
vided into tribes ; to every tribe was allotted a particular 
diftrid for its fupport, and to every individual according 
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to his dignity his particular fpot. ♦ The Germans, who 
confiftca or many and various nations, were exaSly in 
this fltuation. 1 hey had advanced a ftep beyond the Scy- 
thians, Goetulians, and thofe whom I defcribed before ; 
and thus was the third fituation of mankind a ftate oifub^ 
ordinate fociety. 



CHAP. IL 

As I have thus traced the fituation of man from un- 
bounded liberty to fubordination, it will be proper to carry 
my inquiries farther, and to confider, who firft obtained 
the pre-eminence in thefe primaeval focietlesy and by what 
particular methods it was obtained. 

There were only two ways, by which fuch an event 
could have been produced, by compulfion or confent. When 
mankind firft faw the necei&ty of government, it is pro- 
bable that many had conceived the defire of ruling. To , 
be placed in a new fituation, to be taken from the com- 
mon herd, to be the firft, diftinguifhed among men, were 
thoughts that muft have had their charms. Let us fup- 
pofe then, that thefe thoughts had worked fo unufually 
on the paffions of any particular individual, as to have 
driven him to the extravagant defign of obtaining the pre- 
eminence by force. How could this defign have been ac- 
complifhed ? How could he forcibly have ufurped the ju- 
rifdidtion at a time, when, all equally free, there was not 
a fingle perfon, whofe affiftance he could command ? Add 
to this, that, in a ftate of univerfal liberty, force had been 
repaid by force, and the attempt had been fatal to the 
ufurper. 

As empire then could never have been gained at firft by 
compulfton^ fo it could only have been obtained*by confent ; 
and as men were then going to make an important facri- 
fice, for the fake of their mutual happinefs, fo he alone 
could have obtained it, (not whofe ^»ifoV/Va liad greatly 

* Agri pro Numero Cultorum ab univerfis per vicos occapantufy quot 
mox inter fe fecundum dtgnationem partiunturt Tacitus. C* a6. de 
Mor. Germ. 
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diftinguifhed him from the reft) but in whofe wtfiom^ juf^ 
ticfj prudence^ and virtue^ the whole community could con- 
fide. 

To confirm this reafoning, I (hall appeal, as before, to 
fia6b ; and fhall confult therefore the hiftory of thofe na- 
tions, which having jufl: left their former ftate of indepen^ 
dentfocieij^ were die very people thateftabli(hedy«^^r^/;w- 
tion and government. % 

The commentaries of Caefar afford us the following ac- 
counts of the ancient Gauls. When any of their kings, 
cither by death, or depofition, made a vacancy in the re- 
gal office, the whole nation was immediately convened for 
the appointment of a fucceffor. In thefe national conven- 
tions were the regal offices conferred. Every individual 
had a voice on the occafion, and every individual was free. 
The perfon upon whom the general approbation appeared 
to fall^ was immediately advanced to pre-eminence in the 
ftate. He was uniformly one, whofe a£^ions had made 
him eminent ; whofe condudl had gained him previous 
applaufe; whofe valour the very aflembly, that defied 
him, had themfelves witneflfed in the field ; whofe pru- 
dence, wifdom and juftice, having rendered hin^fignally 
ierviceable, had endeared him to his tribe. For this rea- 
fon, their kingdoms were not hereditary ; the fon did not 
always inherit the virtues of the fire ; and they were de- 
termined that he alone (hould poflefs authority, in whofe 
virtues they could confide. Nor was this all. So fenfible 
were they of the important facrifice they had made j fo ex- 
tremely jealous even of the nameoffuperiority and' power, 
that they limited, by a variety of laws, the authority of the 
very perfon whom they had juft elefted from a confidence 
of his integrity ; Ambiorix himfelf confeffling, " that his 
'^ people had as much power over him, as he could poffibly 
^ have over his people.*' 

The fame cuftom, as appears fron^ Tacitus, prevailed 
alfo among the Germans. They had their national coun- 
cils, like the Gauls ; in which the regal and ducal offices 
were confirmed according to the majority of voices. They 
ele£led alfo, on thefe occafions, thofe only, whom their 
virtue, by repeated trial, had unequivocally diftinguiihed 
from the reft j and they limited their authority fo far, as 
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neither to kave them the power of infli£iing imprifon* 
ment or ftripes, nor of exercifing any penal jurifdi£Hon. 
But as puniihment was neceffary in aftate of civil fociety, 
<' it was permitted to the priefts alone, that it might ap- 
** pear to have heen inili^ed by the order of the gods, 
** and not by ^ny fuperiour authority in man.** 

The accounts which I have thus given of the ancient 
Germans and Gauls, will be found alfoto be equally true 
of thofe people, which had arrived at the fame ftate of 
fubordinate fociety. I might appeal, for a teftimony of 
this, to the hiftory of the Goths ; to the hiftory of the 
Franks and Saxons ; to the hiftory, in (hort, of all thofe 
nations, from which the different governments, now con- 
fpicuous in Europe, have undeniably fprung« And I 
might appeal, as a farther proof, to the Americans, who 
are reprefented by many of the moderns, from their own 
ocular teftimony, as obferving the fame cuftoms at the 
prefent day. 

It remains only to obferve, that as thefe cuftoms pre- 
vailed among the different nations defcribed in their early 
ftate of fubordinate fociety, and as they were moreover the 
cuftoms of their refpeilive anceftors, it appears that they 
muft have been handed down, both by tradition and ufe^ 
from the firft i^itrodu^on oi government. 



CHAP. III. 

I may new deduce thofe general maxims concerning 
fubordinatton^ and liberty^ which I mentioned to have been 
efientially connected with the fubje<Sl, and which (bme, 
f^om fpeculation only, and without any allufion to fa£):s, 
have been bold enough to deny. 

It appears firft, that liberty is a natural^ and government 
an adventitious right, becaufe all men were originally 
free. 

It appears fecondly, that government is ^ contra ff ; be- 
caufe, in thefe primoeval fubordinate fbcieties, we have 
feen it voluntarily conferred on the one hand, and accept- 
cd on the other. We have feen it fubjeft to various rc- 
ftridions. We have feen its articles, which could then 
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only be written by tradition and uie,as perfedand binding 
as diofe, which are now committed to letters. We have 
feen it, in fliort, partaking di^<t feeder al nature, as much 
as it could in a ftate, which wanted the means of record- 
ing its tran&dions. 

It appears, thirdly, that the grand objeft of the contraSi^ 
is the happinefs of the people ; becaufe they gave the fu^ 
premacy to him alone, who had been confpicuous for the 
(plendour of his abilities, or the integrity of his life : that 
die power of the multitude being dire£lcd by the wifdom 
and ji{ftic€ of the prince, they might experience the moft 
efledual protection from injury, the higheft advantages of 
fociety, the greateft poffible happinefs. 



CHAP. IV. 

Having now collefted the materials that are neceffary 
for the profecution of my defign, I (hail immediately enter 
upon the dilcuifion. 

If any man had originally been endued with power, as 
with other faculties, fo that the reft of mankind had difco- 
vered in themfelves an innate necejjity of obeying this par- 
ticular perfon ; it is evident that he and his defccndants, 
from the fuperiority of their nature, would have had a claim 
upon men for obedience, and a natural right to command : 
but as the right to empire is adventitious ; as all were ori- 

finally free \ as nature made every man's body and mind 
is own ; it is evident that no juft man can be juftly con- 
Agned to Jlavery^ without his own confmt. 

Neither can men, by the fame principles, be confidered 
as lands, goods, or houfes, among pojfejftons. It is necef- 
iiury that all property ihould be inferiour to its pajfejfor. 
But how does the Jhve differ from his majler^ but by 
chance ? For though the mark, with which the latter is 
pleafed to brand him, (hews, at the firfl fight, the differ- 
ence of li^tix fortune ; what mark can be found in his na- 
turey that can warrant a diftin&ion ? 

To this confideration I (hall add the following ; that if 
men can juftly become the property of each other, their 
children^ like the offspring of cattle, muft inherit their pa^ 

D 4 ternal 
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tirtial lot. Now, as the a£lions of the father and the 
child muft be thus at the fole difpofal of their common 
mailer, it is evident, that the authority of the one, as a 
parent^ and the duty of the other, as a child^ muft be in* 
ilantly annihilated \ rights and obligations, which, as they 
are founded in nature, are implanted in our feelings, and 
are eftablKhed by the voice of Gqd, muft conuin in their 
annihilation a folid argument to prove, that there cannot be 
zny property whatever in the human fpecies, 

1 may confider alfo, as a farther confirmation, that it is 
impoffible, in the nature of things, that liberty can be 
bought or f6ld / It is neither faUahle^ nor purchafahU. For 
if any one man can have an abfolute property in the liber- 
ty of another, or, in other words, if he, who is called a 
majler^ can have a juft right to command the a£lions of 
him, who is called 2ijlave^ it is evident that the latter can- 
not be accountable for thofe crimes, which the former may 
order him to commit. Now as every reafonable being is 
accountable for his a£Uons, it is evident, that fuch a right 
cannot jujily exift, and that human liberty, of courfe, is 
beyond the poi&bility either of fal^ or pur chafe. Add to 
this, that, whenever you fell the liberty of a man, you have 
the power only of alluding to the body : the mind cannot 
be confined or bound : it will be free, though its manfion 
be befet with chains. But if, in every fale of the human 
Jpecies^ you are under the neceflity of confidering your 
flave in this abftra&ed light; of alluding only to t)^ 
body, and of making no allufion to the mind ; yoti are un- 
der the neceflity alfo of tres^ting him, in the fame momenti^ 
as a brute^ and of abufing therefore that nature, which can- 
not otherwife be confidered, than in the double capacity 
^ifoul and body* 

jBut fome perfon, perhaps, will make an objedlion to one 
pf the foriner arguments. *^ If men, from x^t fuperiority 
^^ of their nature, cannot be confidered, like lands, goods, 
** or houfes, among pofTeflions, fo neither can cattle : for 
f^ being endued with life, motion, and ienfibility, they are 
U evidently yiff^r/(?«r to thefe." But this objeAion will 
receive its anfwer from thofe obiervations which have been 
already made ; and will difcover the true reafon, why cat- 
tle are juftly to be eftimated as property. For firft, the 

right 
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right to empire over brutes, is natural^ and not adventitl^ 
cusy like the right to empire over men. There are, fe- 
condly, many and evident figns of the inferiojtty of their 
nature ; and thirdly^ their liberty can be bought and fold, 
becaufe, being void of reafon, they cannot be accountabk 
for their anions, • 

I might (lop here for a confiderable time, and deduce 
many valuable leflbns from the remarks that have been 
made, but that fuch a circumftance might be confidered as 
a digreffion. There is one, however, which, as it is fo 
intimately conneded with the fubjedl, I cannot but de- 
duce. We are taught to treat men in a different manner 
from brutes, becaufe they are fo manifeftly fuperiour in 
their nature ; we are taught to treat brutes in a different 
manner from ftones, for the fame reafon; and thus, by 
giving to every created thing its due refpedl, to anfwer the 
views of Providence, which did not create a variety of na- 
tures without a purpofe or defign. 

But if thefe things are fo, how evidently againft reafon, 
nature, and every thing human and divine, muft they a(S^, 
who not only force men intojlaveryy againft their own con- 
fent^ but treat them altogether as brutes^ and make the 
natural liberty of man an article of pubiick commerce ! 
and by what arguments can they poffibly defend that com- 
merce, which cannot be carried on, in any fingle inftance^ 
without a flagrant violation of the laws of nature and of 
God? 



CHAP. V. 

That I may the more accurately examine the arguments 
diat are advanced on this occafxon, it will be proper to di- 
vide the commerce into two parts ; firft, as it relates to 
thofe who 'fell^ and fecondly, as it relates to thofe who 
furcbafe^ the human fpecies into flavery. To the former 
part ot which, having given every previous and neceflary 
information in tfae hiftory of flavery, I iball immediately 
proceed. 

I fliall inquire flrft,by what particular right the liberties 
of the barmlefs people are invaded by the prince. ^ By 

" the 
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** the ri^ht 0/ empire" it will be anfwered ; ** becaufe he 
<< poflefles dominion and power by their own approbation 
<< and confent." But fubje^ls, though under the domi- 
nion, are not the property of the prince. They cannot 
be conTidered as his pojfejjions. Their natures are both 
the fame ; they are both born in the fame manner ; are 
fubjed to the (ame diforders ; muft apply to the fame re- 
medies for a cure ; are equally partakers of the grave : 
an incidental diftindion accompanies them through life, and 
this—— is all. 

I may add to this, that though the prince poUefTes domi- 
nion and power, by the confent and approbation of bis 
fubje£b, he poflTeiles it only for the moft falutary ends. 
He may tyrannize, if he can : he may alter the form of his 
government : he cannot, however, alter its nature and 
^nd. Thefe will be immutably the fame, though the 
whole fyftem of its adminiftration fhould be changed ; and 
he will oe ftill bound to defend the lives and properties of 
his fubjedb, and to make them happy. 

Does he defend thofe therefore, whom he invades at 
difcretion with the fword ? Does he protedt the property of 
thofe, whofe houies and efFe£);s he coniigns at difcretion to 
the flames ? Does he make thofe happy, whom he feizes, 
as thej are trying to efcape the general devaftation, and 
compels with their wives and families to a wretchedy^i- 
tude? He a£b furely, as if the ufe of empire confifted in 
violence and oppreffion; as if he, that was moft exalted, 
ought, of neceffity, to be moft unjuft. Here then the 
voice of nature zndjujiice Is againft him. He breaks that 
law of nature^ which ordains, " that no juft man /ball be 
" given into flavery, againft his own confent ;" he violates 
the firft law of jujlicey as eftablifhed among men, " that 
*' no perfon fhall do harm to another without a previous 
** and fufficient provocation ;" and he violates alfo the ia- 
cred condition of empire^ made with his anceftors, and ne- 
ceflarily underftood in every fpecies of government, '* that, 
^^ the power of the multitude being given up to the wif- 
dom and juftice of the prince, they may experience, in 
return, the moft effeftual protedion from injury, the 
higheft advanuges of fociety, the greateft poffible bap^ 
** pinefi:^ 

But 
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But if kings then, to whom tbeir own people have grant- 
ed dominion and power, are uatble to invade the liberties 
of their harmlefs fubje£l$, wHhout the higheft inju/iice ; 
bow can thofe private perfons be juftified, who treacher- 
oufly lie in wait for their fellow-creatures, and fell them 
into flavery ? What arguments can they poflibly bring in 
their defence? What treaty of empire can they produce, 
by which their innocent viSims ever refigned to them the 
Icaft portion of their liberty ? In vain will they plead the 
4intiquity of the cuftom : in vain will the honourable lights 
in yf\i\ch piracy was eonfidered in the ages of barbarifm, 
aiFord them an excufe. Impious and abandoned men ! 
ye invade the liberties of thofe, who, (with refpeft to your 
impious felves) are in a (late of nature^ in a ftate of origin 
nal dijfbciation^i perfeftly independent^ perfectly /r^f. 

It appears then, that the two orders of Haves, which 
have been mentioned in the hiftory of the African fervi- 
tude, '* of thofe who are publickly fcized by virtue of the 
^f authority of their prince ; and of thofe, who are pri- 
*' vately kidnapped by individuals," are collefted by means 
of violence and oppreffion ; by means, repugnant to na-* 
ture, the principles of government^ and the common no* 
tions* of equity^ aa eftabli£hed among men* 



CHAP. VL 

I come now to the third order of* involuntary flares, 
^' to convifts*'* The only argument jthat the fellers ad- 
vance here, is this, " that they have been found guilty of 
*' offences, and that the puniftiment is juft." But before 
the equity of the fentence can be allowed, two queftions 
muft be decided, whether the punifliment is proportioned 
to the offence, and what is its particular obje£f and end? 

* In the ancient fervitudey I reckoned con^dts among the 'ooluniary 
flavesy becaufe they had it in their power, by a virtuous condu^, to havs 
avoided fo melancholy a fituation. In xhtAfrkany I include them in ths 
intfohtrttayi becaufe as virtues are frequently conllrued ipto crimes for the 
venal motives of the traffick^ no perfon whatever pofTelfes fuch ifowtr or 
eMe0. 

To 
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To decide die firft, limy previoufly obferve, that the 
African feryitude comprehends banijhnunt^ a deprivation 
of liberty^ and many corforai fuf&rines. 

On banijhminty the following obfervations will fuffice* 
Mankind have their local attachments. They have a par- 
ticular regard for the fpot, in which they were born and 
nurtured. Here itVas, that they firft drew their infant* 
breath : here, that they were cherimed and fupported : here, 
that they pailed thofe fcenes of childhood, which, free from 
care and anxiety, are the happieft in the life of man ; fcenes, 
which accompany them through life ; which throw them- 
iblves frequently into their thoughts, and produce the moft 
agreeable fcniations. Thefe then are weighty conddera- 
tions, and how great this regard is, may be evidenced from 
our own feelings ; from the teftimony of fome, who, when 
lemobe from their country, and in the hour of danger and 
diftrefs, have found their thoughts unufually direoed, by 
Ibme impulfe or other, to their native fpot ; and from the 
example of others, who, having braved the ftorms and ad- 
verfitiesof life, either repair to it for the remainder of their 
days, or defire even to be conveyed to it, when exiftence is 
no more* 

But feparately from thefe their tocal^ they have alfo their 
perfonal attachments; their regard for particular men. 
There are ties of blood ; there are ties of friendlhip. In 
the former cafe, they muft of neceility be attached : the 
conftitution of- their nature demands it. In the latter, it 
i$ impoilible to be otherwife ; fince friendfhip is founded on 
an harmony of temper, on a concordance of fentiments 
and manners, on habits of confidence, and a mutual ex- 
change of favours. 

I may now mention, as perfe£Uy diftindl both from their 
local and perfonal^ the national attachments of mankind, 
their regard for the whole body of the people, among 
whom they were born and educated. This regard is par- 
ticularly confpicuous in the conduct of fuch, as, being thus 
nationally conneded, refide in foreign parts. How anxi- 
oufly they meet together ! how much they enjoy the fight 
pf others of their countrymen, whom fortune places in 
their way ! what an eagernefs they (hew to ferve thsm, 
^ugh not born on the fame particular fpot, though not 

Qonned^4 
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conneded by confanguinity or friend(hip, though unknown 
to them before ! Neither is this aiFe£tion wonderful, fince 
they are creatures of the fame education ; of the fame 
principles; of the fame manners and habits; caft, as it 
were, in the (ame mould, and marked with the fame im« 
preflion. 

If men therefore are thus feparately attached to the feve- 
ral objedls defcribed, it is evident that a feparate exclufioa 
from either muft afford them confiderable pain. What 
then muft be their fuflerings, to be forced for ever from 
their country, which includes them all ? Which contains 
the^tf/, in which they were born and nurtured ; which 
contains their relations and friends ; which contains the 
whole body of the people^ among whom they were bred and 
educated. In thefe fufFerlngs, which ariie to men, both 
in bidding, and in having bid adieu, to all that they efteem 
as dear and valuable, bantjhment confifts in part ; and we 
may agree therefore with the ancients, without adding other 
melancholy circumftances to the account, that it is no in- 
con fiderable punifhment of itfelf. 

With refpeA to the lofs of liberty^ which is the fecond 
condderation in the punifhment, it is evident that mea 
bear noAing worfe ; that there is nothing, that they lay 
more at heart ; and that they have fhewn, by many and 
memorable inftances, that even death is to be preferred. 
How many could be named here, who, having fufFered the 
kjs of liberty^ have put a period to their exiftence ! How 
many, that b^ve willingly undergone the hazard of their 
lives to deftroy a tyrant ! How many, that have even glo- 
ried to perifh in the attempt ! How many bloody and pub- 
lick wars have been undertaken (not to mention the nume- 
rous y^rw& infurredtions, with which hiftory is ftained) for 
the caiife oi freedom ! 

But if nothing is dearer than liberty to men, with which, 
the barren rock is able to afford its joys, and without 
which, the glorious fun {hines upon them but in vain, and 
all the fweets and delicacies of life are taftelefs and unen- 
joyed ; what punifhment can be more fevere than the lofs 
or fo great a bleffing ? But if to this deprivation of liberty^ 
we add the agonizing pangs of banijhfnent ; and if to the 
complicated Sings of both, we add the inceffanty/r/f/x, 

W!vnds^ 
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woundsy and mifiries^ which are undergone by thofe, who 
are fold into this horrid fervttude j what crime can we 
poffibly imagine to be fo enormous, as to be worthy of fi> 
great a punimment ? 

How contrary then to reafon, juftice, and nature, muft 
thofe aft, who apply this, the fevereft of human punifh- 
ments, to the moft infignificant offence ! yet fuch is the 
cuftom with the Africans : for, from the time, in which 
the Europeans firft intoxicated the African princes with 
their foreign draughts, * no crime has been committed, no 
fhadow of a crime devifed, that has not immediately been 
puniibed vnth fervttude. 

But for what purpofe is the punifliment applied ? Is it 
applied to amend the manners of the criminal, and thus 
render him a better fubjeft ? No, for if you banifh him, he 
can no longer be a fubjed, and you can no longer therefore 
be fdlicitous for his morals. Add to this, that if you ba- 
nifh him to a place, where he is to experience the hardfhips 
of want and hunger (fo powerfully does hunger compel 
men to the perpetration of crimes) you force him rather 
to corrupt, than amend his manners, and to be wicked, 
when he might otherwife be juft. 

Is it applied then, ^hat odiers may be deterred from the 
{ame proceedings, and that crimes may become lefs fre^ 
quent ? No, but that avarice may be gratified ; that the 
prince may experience the emoluments of the fale : for, 
horrid and melancholy thought ! the more crimes his fub- 
jeSts commit, the richer is he made ; the more abandomd 
the fubjeft, rfie * happier is the prince! 

Neither can I allow that the punifhment thus applied, 
tends in any degree to anfwer the pubhck happinefs i for if 
men can be fentenced to flavery, right or wrong ; if iha- 
dows can be turned into fubflances, and virtues into crimes ^ 
it is evident that none can be happy, becaufe none can be 
fecure. 

But if the punifhment is infinitely greater than the of- 
fence, (which has beenfhewn before) and if it is inili£led^ 
neither to amend the criminal, nor to deter others from the 

* The reader probably recoiled the condud of the princes upon the 
Goid Co«ft» meatioaed in the firft part of this £fliiy, and in the loth 
chapter* 
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(ame proceedings, nor to advance, in any degree, the hap- 
pinefs of the publick, it is fcarce neceffary to obferve, 
that it is totally unjuft, fince it is repugnant to reafon^ the 
di£btes of nature^ and the very principles of govern^ 
menu 



CHAP. VII. 

I come now to the fourth order of (laves, to prlfoners of 
war. .As the fel/ers lay a particular ftrefs on this order of 
men, and infer much, from its antiquity^ in fupport of the 
juftice of their caufe, I fhall examine the principle, on which 
it fubfifted among the ancients. But as this principle was 
die fame among all nations, and as a citation from many 
of their hiftories would not be lefs tedious than unnecef- 
fary, I fhall fele£l the example of the Romans for the con- 
flderation of the cafe. 

The |aw, by which prifoners of war were faid to be 
fentenced to fervitude, was the* law of nations. It was 
fo called from the univerfal concurrence of nations in the 
cuftom. It had two points in view, the perfons of the 
captured^ and their effeSis ; both of which it immediately 
fentenced, without any of the ufual forms of law, to be tte 
property of the captors. 

The principle, on which the law was eftabliflied, was 
the right of capture. When any of the contending par- 
ties had overcome their opponents, and were about to de- 
ftroy them, the right was confidered to commence ; a 
right, which the viftors conceived themfelves to have, to 
recall their fwords, and, from the confideration of having 
faved the lives of the vanquifhed, when they could have 
taken them by the laws of war, to commute blood for y^r- 
vice* Hence the Roman lawyer, Pomponius, deduces the 
etymology oijlave in the Roman language. J *' They were 
** called jtrv/, fays he, from the following circumftance. 
^^ It is ufual with our commanders, when they take pri- 



* yure Gentium fervl nofhri funt, qui ab Hoftlbus capiuntur* 

Juftiniany L. l* 5* 5* !• 
X Servorutn appellatio ex eo fluxity quod imperstorea noftri captivos 
ireadere,ac per ho^ /ervorr^ ncc occidcre folent* 

** foncrs. 
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^ foners, to fell them : now this circumftance implies^ 
*' that tbek pftfoners muft have been preferved peoplcj and 
** hence the name." Such then was the right of capture^ 
It was a right, which the circumftance of taiing the van- 
quifhed, that is, of preferving them alive, gave the con- 
querors to their perfons. By this right, as always includ- 
ing the idea of a previous prefervation from death, H the 
vanquifticd were faid to be Jlaves ; and, " as all flaves," 
fays Juftinian, " are themfelves in the power of others, 
" and of courfe can have nothing of their own, fo their 
*' cffefts followed the condition of their perfons, and be- 
*' came the property of the captors.'* 

To examine this right, by which the vanquifhed are faid 
to be flaves, I fhall ufe the words of a celebrated Roman 
author, and apply them to the prefent cafe, t " If i^ j» 
** lawful," fays he, " to deprive a man of his life, it is 
" certainly not inconfiftent with nature to rob him ;** to 
rob him of his liberty. I admit the conclufion to be jufi^ 
if the fuppofition be the fame : I allow, if men have a 
right to commit that, which is confidered as a greater 
crime, that they have a right, at the fame inftant, to com- 
mit that, which is confidered as a lefs. But what (hall I 
lay to the hypothefis ? 1 deny it to be true. The voice of 
nature is againft it. It is not lawful to kill, but on necef- 
Jiiy. Had there been a neceffity, where had the wretcTied 
captive furvived to be broken with chains and fervitude I 
The very aft of faving his life is an argument to prove, 
that no fuch neceffity exifted. The conclufion is therefore 
falfe. The captors had no right to the lives of the cap- 
tured, and of courfe none to their liberty : they had no 
right to their bloody and of courfe none to their fervice. 
Their right therefore had no foundation in juftice. It 
was founded on a principle, contrary to the law of nature, 
and of courfe contrary to that law, which people, under 
different governments, are bound to obferve to one ano- 
ther. 

n Nam ffvc vjftonbus jure captkntatit fcrviflTcnt, &c. Juftin, L; 4. Jl 
etpafljm apud fcriptores anti<|uos. 

f Neque eft contra naturam fpoliarc euxDj fi poffii, qucm honcftum 
eftnecare. Cicero dt ofi^s. L* 3« 6t 

It 
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Tt is fcarce neceflary to obferve, as a farther teftimony 
of the iiyuftice of the meafure, that the Europeans, after thd 
introdu^on of Chriftianity, exploded this principle of the 
ancients, as frivolous and falfe ; that they fpared the live<t 
of the vanquifhed, not frcm the fordid motives of avarke^ 
but from a confcioufnefs that homicide could only be juf- 
tified by necejfity ; that they introduced an exchange of pri- 
foners, and, by many and wife regulations, deprived Waf 
of many of its former horrours. 

But the advocates for flavery, unable to defend them- 
felves againft thefe arguments, have fled to other rtfour- 
ces, and, ignorant of hiftory, have denied t'.iat the right of 
capture was the true principle, on which flavery fubfift^ed 
among the ancients. They reafon thus. *' The learned 
Grotius, and others, have confidered flavery as the juft 
confequence of a private war, (fuppofing the war to be 
juft, and the opponents in a ftate of nature). Upon the 
principles of reparation and punijhment. Now as the la>V 
of nature, which is the rule of conduft to individuals in 
fuch a fituation, is applicable to members of a different 
community, there is reafon to prefume, that thefe princi- 
ples were applied by the ancients to their prifoners of war * 
that their effe£ls were confifcated by the right of reparO'- 
tion^ and \h€\x perfons by the right oi punijhment,^^ 

But fuch a prefumption is falfe. The right of capturi 
was the only argument that the ancients adduced in theii* 
defence. Hence Polybius ; *' What muft the)', (the Mari- 
*' tinenfes) fufFer, to receive the punrfhnient they deferve ? 
•' Perhaps it will be faid, that they muft he fold^ when they 
*' are taken^ with their wives and ch Idren into Jlavery .* 
*' But this is not to be confidered as a punilhment, firice 
** even thofe fuffer it, by the laws of war, who haVe done 
*' nothing that is bafe." The truth is, that both the of-^ 
fending and the offended i^2iXt\es^ whenever they were vi6to- 
rious, infliiied flavery alike. But if the cffnding party in- 
flifted flavery on the perfons of the vanquifhed, by what 
right did they infli<5t it ? It mufl: be anfwered from the 
prefumption before- mentioned, '* by the right of repara-^ 
*' tion^ or of punijhment\ an anlwer plainly abfurd and 
contradictory, as it fuppofes the aggrejjir to have a rights 
which the injured only could poflTels, 

£ Neither 
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Neither is the argument lefs fallacious than the pre- 
fumption, in applying thefe principles, which in a publick 
war could belong to the publick only> to the perfons of the 
individuals that were taken. This calls me again to the 
hiftory of the ancients, and, as the rights of reparation 
ahd punifhment could extend to thofe only, who had been 
injured, to fele£l a particular inftance for the conEderation 
of the cafe. 

As the Romans had been injured without a previous 
provocation by the conduct of Hannibal at Saguntum, I 
Ihall take the treaty into confideration, which they made 
with the Carthaginians, when the latter, defeated at Za- 
ma, fued for peace. It confifted of three articles. ^By 
the firft, the Carthaginians were to be free, and to enjoy 
their own conftitution and laws. By the fecond, they 
were to pay a confiderable fum of money, as a reparation 
for the damages and expence of war : and, by the third^ 
they were to deliver up their elephants and (hips of war^ 
and to be fubje£): to various reftridlions, as a punifliment. 
With thefe terms they complied, and the war was finifhed. 

Thus then did the Romans make that diftinAion be- 
tween private and publick war, which was neceffary to be 
made, and which the argument is fallacious in not fup* 
pofing. The treafury of the vanquiflied was marked as 
the means of reparation ; and as this treafury was fup- 
plied, in a great meafure, by the impofition of taxes, and 
was, wholly, the property of the publick^ fo the puUici 
made the reparation that was due. The elephants alfo^ 
and Jhips of war^ which were marked as the means of 
punijhmentj were publick property ; and as they were con- 
fiderable inftruments of fecurity and defence to their pof- 
feflbrs, and of annoyance to an enemy, fo their lofs, ad* 
ded to the reftriftions of the treaty, operated as a great 
and publick punifhment. But with refpe£t to the Cartha* 
ginian prifoners, who had been taken in the war, they 

• I. Ut liberi fuis legibus viverent. LiTy^ L; 30. 37. 

a. Decern millia talentdm argent! defcripta peniionibus sequis in annot 
quinquaginta folvercnt. Ibid. 

3* £t naves roftratas, praeter decern triremes, traderent, elepbantof- 
quey quos haberent domitos j neque domarent alios ; Bdium neve in 
Africa, neve extra Africam, injuflu P. R. gererent, &c« Ibid. 
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Were retained in fervitude : not upon the principles of r/- 
paration and punijhment^ becaufe the Romans had already 
received, by their own confeflion in the treaty, a fuiEcient 
fatisfaSion : not upon thefe principles, becaufe they were 
inapplicable to individuals : the legionary foldier in the 
fervice of the injured, who took his prifoner, was not the 
perfon, to whom the injury had been done^ any more than 
the foldier in the fervice of the aggreflbrs, who was taken^ 
was the |jerfon, who had committed the offence : but they 
were retained in fervitude by the right of capture \ becaufe^ 
when both parties had fent their military into the field to 
determine the difpute, it was at the private choice of the 
legionary foldier before- mentioned, whether he would 
fpare the life of his conquered opponent, when he was 
thought to be entitled to take it, if he had chofen, by the 
laws of war* 

To produce more inftances, as an illuftration of the 
fubjeft, or to go farther into the argument, would be to 
trefpafs upon the patience, as well as the underftanding of 
the reader. In ajiate of nature^vfhtrt a man is fuppofed to 
commit an injury, and to be unconnected with the reft o£ 
the world, the ac): is private^ and the ri^ht, which the in- 
jured acquires, can extend only to himjelf: but in a fiate 
of fociety^ where any member or members of a particular 
community give offence to thofe of another, and they are 
patronized by the ftate to which they belong, the cafe is 
altered; the a£): becomes immediately publiciy and the 
puhlick alone are to experience the confequences of theit 
injuftice. For as no particular member of the commu- 
nity, if confidered as an individual, is guilty, except the 
perfon, by whom the injury was done, it would be con-^ 
trary to reafon and juftice, to apply the principles of repa-- 
ration and punijhment^ which belong to the people as a 
colledtive body, to any individual of the community, who 
fhould happen to be taken. Now, as the principles of 
reparation and punijhment are thus inapplicable to the pri* 
foners, taken in 2, puhlick war, and as the right ofcapture^ 
as I have (hewn before, is infufficient to intitle the vidlors 
to the fervice of the vanquiflied, it is evident that this or-- 
der ofjlavery cannot juftly exift, fmce there arc no other 

£ 2 maxims. 
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maxims, on which it can be founded, even in the mofi: 
equitable wars. 

But if thefe things are fo ; if flavery cannot be defended 
even in the moft equitable wars, what arguments will not 
be foimd againft that fervitude, which arifes from thofe 
that are unjufi ? Which arife from many of thofe African 
wars, that relate to the prefent fubjeft ? The petty princes 
of Africa, corrupted by the merchants of Europe, feek 
every opportunity of quarrelling with one another. Every 
fpark is blown into a flame; and war is undertaken from 
no other confideration, than that of procuring Jlaves : while 
the Europeans, on the other hand, happy in the quarrels 
which they have thus excited, fupply them with arms and 
ammunition for the accomplifliment of their horrid pur- 
pofe. Thus has Africa, for the fpace of two hundred 
years, been the fcene of the moft iniquitous and bloody 
wars ; and thus have many thoufands of men, in the moft 
iniquitous manner, been fent into fervitude. 



CHAP, VIII. 

The fifth clafs, confifting of fuch as the African traders 
breed for the purpofe of felling to the Europeans, comes 
next to be canv ailed. 

I fhall confider it of no confequence to the argument, 
how a proprietor of any of thefe came into the polfeflion of 
ihtw parents^ though this is otherwife a material confider- 
ation. I will abfolve him therefore from any iniquity in 
procuring them, and will allow him to have obtained the 
authority of a mafter \y purchafe. The queftion then is. 
Whether the children of thefe, from whom he breeds to 
accommodate the Europeans, juftly become flaves from 
the circumftances of their birth? 

As fome ftrefs is laid upon this order of men, as well 
as upon the former, on account of its antiquity, I fliall 
firft glance at the principle upon which the ancients de- 
fended flavery by birth. 

Authors have been at great pains to inquire, why in 
the ancient fervitude the child has uniformly followed the 
condition of the mother. But I conceive that they would 

have 
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have (aved themfelves much trouble, and have done them- 
felves more credit, if, inftead of endeavouring to recon- 
cile the cuftom with heathen notions, or their own la- 
boured conje£hires, they had (hewn' its inconfiftency with 
reafon and nature, and its repugnancy to common juftice. 
Suffice it to fay, that the whole theory of the ancients, 
with refpefl: to the defcendants of flaves, may be reduced 
to this principle, '* that as the parents, by becoming pro^ 
•' perty^ were wholly confidered as cattle ; their children, 
** like the progeny of cattk^ inherited their parental lot," 

Such only can be the excufe of the proprietors before- 
mentioned. They muft allege that they have purchafed 
the parents, that they can fell and difpofe of them as they 
pleafe, that they poflefs them under the fame laws and li- 
mitations as their cattle, and that their children, like the 
property of thefe, become their property by birth. 

But the abfurdity of the argument will immediately ap- 
pear. It depends wholly on the fuppofition, that their 
parents are brutes » If they are brutes^ I (hall inftantly 
ceafe to contend : if they are men (which I think it not 
difficult to prove) the argument muft immediately fall, as 
I have already (hewn, that there cannot juftly be any pro^ 
perty whatever in the human fpecies. 

It has appeared alfo, that as nature made every man's 
body and mind his owriy fo no juft perfon can be reduced 
to flavery ciga'inft his own confent. Do the unfortunate ofF- 
fpring ever confent to be flaves ? — They are flaves from 
their birth. — Are they guilty o^ crime s.^ that they lofe their 
freedom ?— They are flaves when they cannot fpeak — Are 
their parents abandoned ?— The crimes of the parents 
cannot juftly extend to the children. .^ 

Thus then muft thefe * proprietors, who prefume to 
fentence the children of their flaves to fervitude, (if they 
mean to difpute upon the juftice of their caufe) either al- 
low them to have been brutes from their birth, or to have 
been guilty of crimes at a time, when they were incapable 
of offending the very King of Kings. 

The fixth and feventh claflTes of flaves, confifting of 

* Thefe arguments extend alfo to the proprietors of fuch flaves In the 
colonies as are flaves by birth* 
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thofe who have been reduced to a ftate of flavery in confe- 
quence of gaming and of debt, do not come within the 
limits of this Eflfay, being voluntary flaves* Add to this, 
that they are fo very few, when compared with thofe of 
the fmalleft of the precedbg orders, diat it would be ab- 
furd to enter into any argument on their account, or to 
fay any thing more or them, than that they exift. 



CHAP. IX. 

I fhall beg leave, before I proceed to the arguments of 
the purchafers^ to add the following obfervations to the 
fubftance of three of the preceding chapters. 

As the two orders of (laves, of thofe who are privately 
kidnapped by individuals, and of thofe who are publickly 
feized by virtue of the authority of their prince, con>pofe 
together about eight tenths of the African (laves ; they 
c;annot contain, upon a moderate computation, lefs than 
eighty thoufand people annually tranfported ; an immenfe 
number, but eafily to be credited, when we reflefl: that 
thoufands are employed for the purpofe of ftealing the un-. 
wary, and that thefe diabolical pra£tices are in force, (b 
far has European injuftice been fpread, at the diftance of 
twelve hundred miles from the fa£lories on the coaft. 

Now, will any man a(rert, in oppofition to the argu-» 
ments before advanced, that out of this immenfe body of 
men, thus annually collected and tranfported, there is 
even one^ over whom the original or fubfequent feller can 
have any power or right ? Whoever aflferts this in the firft 
inftance, muft contradid his own feelings, and mufl: con- 
fider himjelfzs a juft obje£t of prey, whenever any daring 
invader mall think it proper to attack him^ An^, in the 
lecond inftance, the very idea which the African princes 
entertain of their villages, zs parks or refervoirs^ ftocked 
only for their own convenience, and of their fubje£b, as 
wild beqflsy whom they may puriue and take at pleafure, 
IS fo (hocking, that it need only be mentioned, to be in- 
fbntly reprobated by the reader. 

The order of (laves, which is next to the former in rcf- 
i^^ to the number pf people whom it contains, is that of 

prifpners 
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prifoners of war. This order, if the former ftatement be 
true, is more inconfiderable tiian is generally imagined ; 
but whoever reflefts on the prodigious flaughter that is 
conftantly made in every African fkirmifli, cannot be 
otherwife than of this opinion : he will find, that where 
ten are taken, he has every reafon to prefume that an hun^ 
dred perifh. In fome of thefe fkirmiflies, though they 
have been begun for the exprefs purpofe of procuring 
JiaveSj the conquerors have fufFered but few ^f the van- 
quifhed to efcape the fury of the fword ; and there have 
not been wanting inftances, where they have been fo in- 
cenfed at the rehftance they have found, that their (pirit 
of vengeance has intirely got the better of their avarice, 
and they have murdered, in cool blood, every individual, 
without difcrimination, either of age or fex. 

*The following is an account of one of thefe fkir- 
miflies, as defcribed by a perfon, who was witnefs to the 
fcene. " I was fent, with feveral others, in a fmall floop 
*' up the river Niger, to purchafe flaves : we had fon\e 
** free negroes with us in the praftice ; and as the vefTel^ 
** are liable to firequent attacks from the negroes on one 
*' fide of the river, or the Moors on the other, they are all 
*' armed. As we rode at anchor a long way up the riverj 
^* we obferved a large number of negroes in huts by th^ 
<« river's fide, and for our own fafety kept a wary eye on 
" them. Early next morning we faw from our mafl-head 
•* a numerous body approaching, with apparently but 
<* little order, but in clofe array. They approached very 
*' fafl, and fell furioufly on the inhabitants of the town, 
*' who ieemed to be quite furprized^ but neverthelefs, as 
^* ibon as they could get together^^ fought floutly. They 

* The writer of the letter, of which this is a faithful extrafl, and 
who was known to the author of the prefent Eflayy was a long time on 
the African coaft. He had once the misfortune to be ihlpwrecked there, 
and to be taken by the natives, who conveyed him and his companion! 
a confiderable way up into the country. The haidihips which he under- 
went in the march, his treatment during his captivity, the fcenes to 
which he was witnefs, while he refided among the inland Africans, at 
well as while in the African trade, gave occafion to a fexies of very inte** 
refting letters. Thefe letters were fent to the author of the prefent Ef-. 
fay, with liberty to make what ufe of them he choCc;* by ths gentleman 
to whom they were written* 
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^^ had fome fire-arms, but made verv little ufe of them, a9 
** they came dire£Uy to clofe fightmg with their fpears, 
^* lances, and fabres. Many of the invaders were mounted 
♦* on fmall horfes 5 and both parties fought for about half 
•* an hour with the fierceft animofity, exerting much more 
^^ courage and perfeverance than 1 had ever before been 
** witnefe to amongft them. The women and children of 
** the town cluftered together to the water's edge, running 
*' Ihrieking up and down with terrour, waiting the event 
*' of the combat, till their party gave way and took to the 
** water, to endeavour to fwim over to the Barbary fide. 
*^ They were clofely purfued even into the river by the 
** vicSors, who, though they came for thepurpofe of get ^ 
*' tlngjlavesy gave no quarter, their cruelty even prevail^ 
** ing over their avarice. They made no prifoners, but 
*' put all to the fword without mercy. Horrible indeed 
** was the xrarnage of the vanquiflied on this occafion, 
** and as we were within two or three hundred yards of 
*' them, their cries and (hrieks affefted us extremely. We 
** had got up our anchor at the beginning of the fray, and 
*' now ftood clofe in to the /pot, where the vi<Slors having 
^' followed the vanquiflied into the water, were continually 
** dragging out and murdering thofe, whom by reafon of 
«' their wounds they eafily overtook. The very children, 
*^ whom they took in great numbers, did not efcape the 
•* maffacre^ Enraged at their barbarity, we fired our 
^« guns loaden with grape fhot, and a volley of fmall arms 
*^ among them, which efFeSually checked their ardour, 
*' and obliged them to retire to a diflance from the fhore ; 
*^ from whence a few round cannon fliot foon removed 
** them into the woods^ The whole river was black over 
*' with the heads of the fugitives, who were fwimming 
*' for their lives. Thefe poor wretches, fearing ui as 
^* much as their conquerors, dived when we fired, and 
<• cried moft lamentably for mercy. Having now efFedlu- 
** ally favoured their retreat, we ftood backwards and for-i 
*^ wards, and took up feveral that were wounded and tired. 
♦^ All whofe wounds had difabled them from fwimming, 
♦' were either butchered or drowned, before we got up to. 
** them. With a juflice and gencrofity, never I believe 
** before heard of among Jlavers^ we gave thofe their liberty 
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** whom we had taken up, fetting them on (hore on the 
•* Barbary fide, among the poor refidue of their compani- 
** ons, who had furvived the flaughter of the morning." 

Ilhall make but two remarks on this horrid inftance of A- 
frican crueltv. It adds, firft, a confiderable weight to the 
ftatements that have been made ; clearly (hewing that this 
order of flaves is more inconfiderable in point of number 
than has ufually been held out. The advocates for flavely, 
with a view, as they fuppofed, of palliating the trade, have 
afferted that the greatejl pari of the African flaves are pri- 
foners of war. But how ridiculous the pofition ! I will 
fuppofe, for the lake of (hewing their abfurdity, that only 
half the number annually exported, that is, fifty thouland| 
are people of this defcription. Now, upon the fiippofi* 
tion that for every one that is taken, ien^ including the 
lofe both of the viaors and of the vanquifhed, may be faid 
to perifli, (which is not too high a calculation for the ef- 
fefts of an African (kirmifli) it will appear that half a m'lU 
lion mull have been annually flaughtered to have obtained 
them. If fo, there had not been left one human being on 
the extenfive continent of Africa. 

It confirms, fecondly, the conclufions that were drawn 
in a preceding chapter. For if we even allow the right 
of capture to be juft, and the principles of reparation and 
punifliment to be applicable to the individuals of a com- 
munity, yet would the former be unjuft, and the latter in- 
applicable, in the prefent cafe. Almoft every African war 
is a robbery ; and I may add, to my former exprelliony 
when I faid, " that thus have many thoufands of men, in 
*' the moll iniquitous manner, been fent into fervitude," 
that I believe there are few of this order, who are not as 
much the examples of imullice, as the people that have 
been kidnapped ; and who do not additionally convey, 
when we confider them as prifoners of war, an idea of the 
moll complicated fcene of murder. 

The order of convi^s^ as it exills almoll folely among 
tfiofe princes, whofe dominions are contiguous to the Eu- 
ropean factories, or upon the Ihore, is from this circum- 
ilance inconfiderable : nor Ihould I have mentioned it 
again, but that I was unwilling to omit any additional 
^gument that occurred againll it. 

It 
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It has been (hewn already, that the punifhment of fla« 
very is infli6ted from no other motive, than that of grati- 
fying the avarice of the prince, a confideration fo detefta^ 
ble, as to be fufficient of itfelf to prove it to be unjuft ; 
and that it is fo difproportionate, from its nature^ to the 
offence, as to afford an additional proof of its injuftice. I 
fhall add now, as a fecond argument, its di^roportion 
from its continuance: and I fhall derive a third from the 
confideration, that, in civil fociety, every violation of the 
laws of the community is an offence againfl they?^//^.* 

Let us fuppofe then an African prince, difdaining for 
once the idea of emolument : let us fuppofe him for once 
inflamed with the love of his country, and refolving to 
punifh from this principle alone, " that by exhibiting an 
*' example of terrour, he may preferve that happinefs of the 
*' publicky which he is bound to fecure and defend by the 
'* very nature of his contraft ; or, in other words, that 
** he may anfwer the end of government. " If adluated 
then by this principle, he fhould adjudge flavery to an of- 
fender, as a jufl punifhment for his offence, for whofe be- 
nefit muft the convift labour ? If it be anfwered, " for the 
'' benefit of the ftate," I allow that the pi^nifhment, in 
whatever light it is confidered, will be found to be equi- 
table : but if it be anfwered, " for the benefit of any indi^ 
'' vidual whom he pleafes to appoint^^* I deny it to be juft. 
The t ftate alone is confidered to have been injured, and 
as injuries cannot po(fibly be transferred^ the ftate alone can 
juftly receive the advantages of his labour. But if the Afri- 
can prince, when he thus condemns him to labour for the 
benefit of an unoffended individual^ ftiould at the fame time 
fentence him to become his property ; that is, if he (hould 
make the perfon and life of the convi<3: at the abfolute dif- 
pofal of him, for whom he has fentenced him to labour ; 
it is evident that, in addition to his former injuftice, he ift 

* Were this not the cafe, the government of a country could haye no 
right to take cognizance of crimes, and punifh them } but every indivU 
dual, if injured, would have a right to punifh the aggreflbr with his owa 
lund, which is contrary to the notions of all civiliced men> either a- 
mong the ancients or the moderns. 

•f This fame notion is entertained even by the African princes^ who do 
not permit the perfon injured to revenge his injury, or to receive the con- 
v\&. as his flave. But if the very perfon who has been trjurtdf does not 
pjofiefs himi mach iefs ought any other perfon whatfoever* 
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ufurping a power, which no ruler or rulers of a ftate can 
poflefs, and which the great Creator of the univerfe never 
yet gave to any. order whatever of created beings. 

That this reafoning i$ true, and that civilized nations 
have confidered it as fuch, will be bcft teftified by their 
practice. I may appeal here to that /7rti;^r>', which is now 
adjudged to delinquents, as a punimment, among many 
of the ftates of Europe. Thefe delinquents are fentenced 
to labour at the oar^ to work in mines^ and on forttfica^ 
tlans^ to cut and clear rivers^ to make and repair roads^ 
and to perform other fervices of national utility. They 
are employed, in fjiort, in the publick work ; becaufc, a$ 
the crimes they have committed are confidered to have 
been crimes againft the publick, no individuals can juftly 
receive the emoluments of their labour ; and they are nei- 
ther foU^ nor made capable of being transferred^ becaufe 
no government whatfoever is inverted with fuch a power. 

Thus then may that flavery, in which only the idea of 
JahQur is included, be perfef^ly equitable, and the delin- 
quent will always receive his punifhment as a man j where- 
as in that, which additionally includes the idea of property^ 
and to undergo which the delinquent muft previoufly 
change his nature and become a hrutey there is an in* 
confiftency, . which no arguments can reconcile, and a 
contradi£tion to every principle of nature, which a man 
need only to appeal to his own feelings immediately to 
evince. And I will venture to aflert, from the united ob- 
fervations that have been made upon the fubjeft, in oppo- 
fition to any arguments that may be advanced, that there 
is fcarcely one of thofe, who are called African convi6b, 
on whom the prince has a right to inflift a punifhment at 
all ; and that there is no one whatever, whom he has a 
power of fentencing to labour for the benefit of an unof- 
fended individual, and much lefs whom he has a right to fell. 

I cannot clofe my remarks on the African convicts, 
without giving the reader an account of the mode of trial, 
in confequence of which many of the unfortunate people, 
whofe cafe I have been confidering, are adjudged to flavery. 

When a perfonhas been accufed of a crime, he is put into 
confinement. He is made to faft about twenty-four hours 
before the trial comes on. When the hour arrives, he is 
placed upon a jice-mortar reverfcd, and a large wand is 

put 
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put into his hands by the priefts. In this fituation they 
adminifter to him tne red watery fo called from its co- 
lour. This is made from die bark o{ the adoom tree 
fteeped in water, and has a poifoQOus quality. If die 
perfon, to in^om it has been adminiftered, mews no fymp- 
toms of being likely to be poifoned, he is declared inno-^ 
cent. If, on the otiier hand, any fuch fymptoms are ap- 
parent, he is declared guilty. In this cafe palm-oit is 
immediately given to him, which counterafts the poifon- 
ous efFe£is of the red water, and he is fold. The iame 
oil alfo, if adminiftered to the accufed perfbn previous ^ 
the trial, is an antidote againft it, and prevents the fymp- 
toms, which are the criterion of guilt. 

The reader will fee from hence, how eafy it is either to 
acquit or convi£^ a perfon, who comes under this ordeal. 
It is to the intereft both of the princes and of the priefts, 
to give this antidote to many ; otherwife, if all who drank 
it were invariably afFefted in the fame manner, it would 
give the populace but a poor opinion of it as a true umpire 
between innocence and guilt ; and they would never adopt 
it with that implicit fait£, which they now yield to it on 
all occafions. 

Now, if we confidcr that this kind of ordeal prevails 
with but little variation from the river Sierra Leon to the 
fartheft extremities of the Gold Coaft, we fliall find that 
nearly half of the African convifts are fuch as have fellen 
under its decifion ; and when we confider again, that the 
offence for which many of them have fuffered, has been 
that of witchcraft, we fhall fee an additional argument 
againft the African fervitude, when awarded as a punijh.^ 
merit for crimes. 

Having now fully examined the arguments of the feU 
lerS'i and having made fuch additional remarks as were 
neceflary, I have only to add, that I cannot fufficiently 
exprefs my deteftation at their conduft. Were the reader 
cooily to refleft upon the cafe of but one of the unfortunate 
men, who are annually the victims of avarice^ and confi- 
der his fituation in life, as a father, an hufband, or a friend, 
we are fure, that even on fuch a partial rcfleftion, he muft 
experience confiderable pain, what then muft be his 
feelings, when he is told, that, fince the flave trade be- 
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an, *nine mtUions of men have been torn from their 
ieareft connc£Kons, and fold into flavery. If at this re- 
cital his indignation fhould arife, let him confider it as the 
genuine produ£Uon of nature ; that (he recoiled at the 
horrid thought^ and that fhe applied inftantly a torch to 
his breaft to kindle his refentment ; and If, during his 
indignation, fhe fhould awaken a figh of fympathy, or fe- 
duce the tear of commiferation from his eye, let him con- 
fider each as an additional argument againft die iniquity 
ci^e fellers. 



CHAP. X. 

It remains only now to examine by what arguments 
thofe, who receive or purchaje their fellow -creatures into 
flavery, defend the commerce. Their firft plea is, '* that 
** they receive thofe with propriety, who are convlfted of 
•' crimes, becaufe they are delivered into their hands by 
*' their own magijirates,** But what is this to you re^ 
ceivers ? Have the unfortunate conviSfs been guilty of in- 
jury to you ? Have they broken your treaties r Have they 
plundered your fhips ? Have they carried your wives and 
children into flavery, that yc» fhould thus retaliate I Have 
Aey oflinded you even by word or gefture ? 

6ut if the African convidb are innocent with refpeft to 
you ; if you have not even the fhadow of a claim upon 
their perfons ; by what right do you receive them ? ** By 
" the laws of the Africans," you will fay ; by \^ich it is 
'' pofitively allowed." — But can laws alter the nature of 
vice ? They may give it a fanftion perhaps : it will ftill 
be immutably the fame, and, though drefled in the out- 
ward habiliments of honour^ will ftill be intrinfically bafe. 

But alas ! you do not only attempt to defend yourfelves 
by thefe arguments, but even dare to give your aftions 
the appearance of lenity, and afliime merit from your bafe^ 
nejs ! and how firft ought you particularly to blufli, when 
you aflert, '' that prifoners of war are only purchafed 
^ from the hands of their conquerors, to deliver them from 

* Abbe Raynal, Hlft. Phil. vol. 4. p. 154* 

« death?'* 
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*' death ?" Ridiculous defence ! can the moft credulous 
believe it ? You entice the Africans to war ; you foment 
their quarrels ; you fupply them with arms and ammuni- 
tion, and all — from the moiives of benevolence • Does a 
man fet fire to an houfe, for the purpofe of refcuing the 
inhabitants from the flames ? But if they are only pur- 
chafed, to deliver them from death ; why, when they are 
delivered into your hands, as prote£Iorsy do you torture 
them with hunger ? Why do you kill them with fatigue ? 
Why does the whip deform their bodies, or the knife their 
limbs ? Why do you fentence them to death ? to a death, 
infinitely more excruciating than that from which you 
fo kindly faved them ? What anfwer do you make to this ? 
for if you had not humanely preferved them from the 
hands of their conquerors, a quick death perhaps, and 
that in the fpace of a moment, had freed them from their 
pain : but on account of your favour and benevolencey it 
is known, that they have lingered years in pain and ago- 
ny, and have been fentenced, at lad, to a dreadful death 
for the moft infignificant offence. 

Neither can we allow the other argument to be true, 
on which you found your merit ; '' that you take them 
*' from their country for their own convenience ; becaufe 
*' Africa, fcorched with incefTant heat, and fubjeft to the 
*' moft violent rains and tempefts, is unwhollome, and 
** unfit to be inhabited/' Prepofterous men ! do you 
thus judge from your own feelings ? Do you thus judge 
from your own conftitution and frame ? But if you fup-* 
pofe that the Africans are incapable of endurmg their 
own climate, becaufe you cannot endure it yourfelves ; 
why do you receive them into flavery ? Why do you not 
meafure them here by the fame ftandard ? For if you are 
unable to bear hunger and thirft, chains and imprifon- 
ment, wounds and torture, why do you not fuppofe them 
incapable of enduring the fame treatment ? Thus then is 
your argument turned againft yourfelves. But confider 
the anfwer which the Scythians gave the Egyptians, when 
,they contended about the antiquity of their original, 
* *' That nature, when fhe firft diftinguifhed countries 
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** by different degrees of heat and cold, tempered the bo- 
« dies of animals, at the fame inftant, to endure the dif- 
** ferent fituations : that as the climate of Scythia was 
** feverer than that of Egypt, fo were the bodies of the 
** Scythians harder, and as capable of enduring the feve- 
*f rity of their atmofphere, as the Egyptians the tempc- 
** ratenefs of their own.** 

But you may fay perhaps, that, though they are capa- 
ble of enduring their own climate, yet their fituation is 
frequently uncomfortable, and even wretched : that Africa 
IS infefted with locufts, and infedls of various kinds ; 
that they fettle in fwarms upon the trees, deftroy the ver- 
dure, confume the fruit, and deprive the inhabitants of 
their food. But the fame anfwer may be applied as be- 
fore ; *' that the fame kind Providence, who tempered 
'' the body of the animal, tempered alfo the body of the 
'* tree ; that he gave it a quality to recover the bite of 
*' the locuft, which he fent ; and to reaflume, in an in^ 
" credibly fliort interval of time, its former glory." And 
that fuch is the cafe experience has fhewn : for the very 
trees that have been infefted, and ftripped of their bloom 
and verdure, fo furprizingly quick is vegetation, appear 
in a few days, as if an infeft had been utterly unknown. 

I may add to thefe obfervations, from the teftimony of 
thofe who have written the hiftory of Africa from theif 
own infpedion, that no country is more luxurious in 
profpedts, none more fruitful, none more rich in herds 
and flocks, and none, where the comforts of life can be 
gained widi fo little trouble. 

But you lay again, as a confirmation of thefe your for- 
mer arguments, (by which you would have it underftood, 
that the Africans themfelves are fenfible of the goodnefs 
of your intentions) " that they do not appear to go with 
*' you againft their will.'* Impudent and bafe aflertion ! 
Why then do you load them with chains ? Why keep 
you your daily and nightly watches ? But alas, as a far- 
ther, though a more melancholy proof, of the falfehood 
of your affertions, how many, when on board your fhips^ 
have put a period to their exiftence ? How many have 
leaped into the fea ? How many have pined to death, that, 

even 
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even at the expencc of their lives, they might fly from 
your benevolence ? 

Do you call them obftinate then, becaufe they refiife 
your fevours ? Do you call them ungrateful, becaufe they 
make you this return ? How much rather ought you re^ 
cihers to blufli ! How much rather ought you receivers 
to be confidered as abandoned and execrable ; who, when 
you ufurp the dominion over thofe, who are as free and 
independent as yourfelves, break the firft law of juftice, 
which ordains, " that no perfon fliall do harm to another, 
" without a previous provocation ;" who offend againft 
the di6btes of nature, which commands, '' that no juft 
" man fhall be given or received into flavery againft his 
*' own confent ;" and who violate the very laws of the 
empire that you affume, by configning your fubjedls to 
mifery. 

Now, as a famous heathen philofopher obferves, from 
whofe mouth you fhall be convicted, * '' there is a cohfi- 
** derable difference, whether an injury is done, during 
" any perturbation of mind, which is generally fhort and 
*' momentary ; or whether it is done with any previous 
" meditation and defign ; for, thofe crimes, which pro- 
*' ceed from any fudden commotion of the mind, are lefs 
" than thofe, which are ftudied and prepared," how great 
and enormous are your crimes to be confidered, who plan 
your African voyages at a time, when your reafon is 
found, and your feiJes are awake ; who coolly and deli- 
berately equip your veflels ; and who fpend years, and 
even lives, in the traffick of human liberty. 

But if the arguments of thofe, who Jell or deliver men 
into flavery, (as I have {hewn before) and of thofe, who 
receive or pur chafe them, (as I have now fhewn) are wholly 
falfe ; it is evident that this commerce^ is not only beyond 
the poflibility of defence, but is juftly to be accounted 
wicked, and juftly impious, fince it is contrary to the 
principles of bw and government^ the didtates of reafon^ 
the common maxims of equity^ the laws of nature^ the 
admonitions of confcience^ and, in fliort, the whole doc- 
trine of natural religion^ 

* Cicero dt Officiis. L. i. C. 8. 
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CHAP. I. 

A VING confined myfelf wholly, in the fccond part 
of this Eflay, to the confideration of the commerce^ I 
£hall now proceed to the confideration of theyZ/zz/^ry Uiat 
is founded upon it. 

As this flavery will be confpicuous in the treatment 
which the unfortunate Africans uniformly undergo, when 
they are put into the hands of the receivers^ I (hall de- 
fcribe the manner in which they are accuftomcd to be ufed 
from this period. 

To place this in the cleareft, and moft confpicuous 
point of view, I {hall throw fome of my information on 
this head into the form of a narrative : I fhall fuppofe my- 
felf on a particular part of the continent of Africa, and re- 
late a fcene, which, from its agreement with unqueftion- 
able fafts, might not unrcafonably be prefumed to have 
been prefented to my view, had I been actually there. 

And firft, I will turn my eyes to the cloud of duft that 
15 before me. It feems to advance rapidly, and, accom- 
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panled with dlfmal (hrieks and yellings, to make the very 
siir, that is above it, tremble as it rolls along. What cari 
poffibly be the caufe ? I will inquire of that melancholy 
African, who is walking dejefted upon the fhore ; whofe 
eyes arc ftedfaftly fixed on the approaching objeft, and 
. whofe heart, if 1 can judge from the appearance of his 
countenance, muft be greatly agitated. 

" Alas !" fays the unhappy African, " the cloud that you 
*' fee approaching, rifes from a train, of wretched flaves. 
*^ They are going to the fhips behind you. They are deftined 
" for the Englifli colonies, and, if you will ftay here but for 
*^ a little time, you will fee them pafs. They arrived here 
*' about two days ago from the inland country. I faw 
*' the fleet come in, which had gone to fetch them, and, 
*' upon looking into the different canoes, found them Jy- 
** ing at the bottom, their hands and feet being tied toge- 
^' ther. As foon as they were landed, they were con- 
*^ veycd to the houfes of the black traders, which you fee 
*' at a little diftance, where they were immediately oiled, 
*^ and fed, and made up for fale. As I have fome ac- 
*' quaintance with thefe traders, (though, thanks to the 
*' Great Spirit, I never dealt in the liberty of my felloAv* 
*^ creatures) I was admitted among them. I learned the 
" hiftory of fome of the unfortunate people, whom I fa\y 
** confined, and will explain to you, if my eye fhould 
*' catch them as they pafs, the real caufes or their fervi- 
^'tude." ' 

Scarcely were thefe words fpoken, when they were 
clofe upon us. They appeared to advance in feparate 
lots, as we fuppoftd the difiirent captains had made their 
purchafes the preceding day. They appeared alfo to be 
under an efcort of the natives, and of feveral Englifli fea- 
men, and their hands, as before defcribed, to be tied or 
chained together. 

While we were making thefe remarks, the intelligent 
African thus refumed his difcourfe : " The firft three 
" whom you obferve on the right, are prifoners of war. 
" As foon as the fliips that are behind you arrived, the 
*' news was difpatched into the inland country ; when 
*' one of the petty kings immediately aflembled his fub- 
^' jedts, and ajttackcd a neighbouring tribe. The wret- 
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** chcd people, though they were furprized, made a for- 
" midable refiftance ; as they refolved, almoft all of them, 
** rather to lofe their lives than furvive their liberty. The 
•* perfon whom you fee in the middle, is the father of the 
*' two young men, who walk on each fide of him. His 
** wife and two of his children were killed in the attack, 
*' and his father being wounded, and, on account of his 
*^ age, incapable offervitude^ was left bleeding on the fpot 
*' where this tranla6tiori happened^" 

" With refpeft to thofe who are now pafling us, and 
^' immediately behind the former, I can give you no other 
** intelligence, than that fbme of them, to about thenum- 
*' ber of thirty, were taken in the fame (kirmifh. Their 
*' tribe was faid to have been numerous before the attack; 
*' thefe, however, are all that are left alive. But with 
*' refpeft to the unhappy man who is now oppofitc to us, 
^' and whom you may diftinguifli, as he is now looking 
*' back and wrmging his hands in defpair, I can inform 
*' you with more precifion. He is an unfortunate con- 
^* vift. He lived only about five days journey from 
•' hence. He went out with his king to hunt, and was 
*' one of his train ; but, through too great an anxiety to 
*' afford his royal mafter diverfion, he roufed the game 
*' from the covert fooner than was expe6led. The king, 
*' exa/perated at this circumftance, immediately fen- 
*' tenced him to flavery. His wife and children, fearing 
*' leaft the tyrant fliould extend the punifhmcnt to thcm- 
*' felves, which is not unufual^ fled direcUy to the woods, 
•' where they were all devoured." 

*' The people, whom you fee clofe behind the unhappy 
*' convift, are of a different defcription. They fpeak a lan- 
*' guage which no perfon in this part of Africa can under- 
*' ft and, and their features, as you perceive, arc fo diffcr- 
*' ent from thofe of the reft, that they almoft appear a diftinct 
*' race of men. From this circumftance I recoUeiSt them, 
<' They are the fubjefts of a very diftant prince, who 
*' agreed with t\itjlave merchants^ for a quantity ofjpiritu^ 
*' 0U5 liquors^ to turnifh them widi a ftipulated number of 
*' flaves. He accordingly furroundcd, and fet fire to one 
" of his own villages in the night, and fcized thefe people, 
*^ who were, unfortunately the inhabitants, as they were 
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*' efcaping from the flames. They travelled to the plac^^ 
^^ from whence the canoes fetched them, by land. Bur- 
ning their march they were tied together at the neck 
'^ with leather thongs, which permitted them to walk at 
*' the diftance of about a yard from one another. Many of 
*' them were loaden with elephants teeth, which had been 
" purchafed at the fame time. All of them had bags, 
*' made of (kin, upon their (houlders ; for as they were 
*' to travel, in their way from the great mountains, 
*' through barren fands and inhofpitable woods for many 
** days togetlier, they were obliged to carry water and 
*' provifions with them. Notwithftanding this, many of 
*' them periftied, fome by hunger, but the greateft num- 
^' ber by fatigue, as the place from whence they came, is 
*' at fuch an amazing diftance from this, and the obftacles, 
'' from the nature of the country, fo great, that the jour-* 
" ney could fcarcelybe completed in (even moons.". 

When this relation was finifhed, and we had been look* 
ing ftedfaftly for fome time on the croud that was going 
by, we loft fight of that peculiarity of feature, which we 
had before remarked. We then difcovered that the inha- 
bitants of the depopulated village had all of them pafl[ed 
us, and that the part of the train, to which we were now 
oppofite, was a body of kidnapped people. Here we in- 
dulged our imagination. We thought we beheld in one 
of them a father, in another an huftjand, and in another a 
fon, each of whom was forced from his various and tender 
conne6lions, and without even the opportunity of bidding 
thtm adieu. While we were engaged in thefe and other 
melancholy reflections, the whole body of flaves had m^ 
tirely pafled us. We turned almoft infenfibly to look at 
them again, when we difcovered an unhappy man at the 
end of the train, who could fcarcely keep pace with the 
reft. ' Kis feet feemed to have fuffered much, either from 
the fetters, which had confined them in the canoe, or from 
long and conllant travelling, for he was limping painfully 



along. 



This man, refumes the African, has travelled a con- 
*' fulerable way. He lived at a great diftance from hence, 
'' and had a large family, for whom he was daily to pro- 
" vide. As he went out one night to a neighbouring 
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** fpring, to procure water for his thirfty children, he was 
*^ kidnapped by tv/o Jlave^hunters^ who fold him in the 
^^ morning to fome country merchants for a bar cf iron, 
" Thefe drove him with other flaves, procured almoft in 
" the fame manner, to the neareft market, where fome of 
" the travelling traders purchafed him for a piJloL Thefe 
" handed him down to the fair, from whence the canoes 
** fetched him. His wife and children have been long 
*' waiting for his return. But he is gone for ever from 
" their fight : and they muft be how difconfolate, being 
*' certain by his delay, that he muft have fallen into the 
*' hands of the Chrijiians. 

** And now, as I have mentioned the name of Chrif- 
** tianiy a name, by which the Europeans diftinguifli 
" themfelves from us, I could wifli to be informed of the 
*' meaning which fuch an appellation may convey. They 
" confider themfelves as men^ but us unfortunate Afri- 
*' cans, whom they term Heathen s^^ as the hearts that ferve 
*' us. But ah I how different is the faft ! What is Chrif- 
*^ ttanity^ but a fyftcm of murder and opprejffion ? The 
*' cries and yells of the unfortunate people, who are now 
** fooli to embark for the regions of Servitude, have alrea- 
*^ dy pierced my heart. Have you not heard me figh 
*^ while we have been talking ? Do you not fee the tears 
•^' that now trickle down my cheeks ? and yet thefe hardened 
*' Chrijiians are unable to be moved at all : nay, they will 
*' fcourge them amidft their groans, and even fmilc, while 
*' they are torturing them to death. Happv, happy Hea- 
^' thenifm ! which can deteft the vices of Chriftianity, and 
*^ feel for the diftrefles of mankind." 

" But" I reply, " You are totally miftaking : Chrl/i:- 
*' afiity is the moft perfecSt and lovely of moral fyftems. It 
*^ blefles even the hand of perfecution itfelf, and returns 
f' good for evil. But the j>eople againft whom you fo 
"juftly declaim, are not Chrijiians, They are infidels^ 
'' They are monjiers. They are out of the common courie 
'' of nature. Their countrymen at home are generous 
" and brave. They fupport the fick, the lame, and the 
*' blind. They fly to the fuccour of the diftrefled. They 
" have noble and ftately buildings fgr the fole purpole of 
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** benevolence. They are in fhort, of all nations, the 
« moll remarkable for humanity and juftice." 

** But why then," replies the honcft African, " do they 
" fufter this r Why is Africa a fcene of blood and defola- 
*^ tion ? Why are her children wrefted from her, to ad* 
*' minifter to the luxuries and greatnefs of thofe whom 
** they never offended ? And why are thefe difmal cries in 
« vain ?" 

*' Alas!" I reply again, "can the cries and groans, with 
*' which the air now trembles, be heard acrofs this exten- 
** five continent ? Can the fouthern winds convey them to 
*' the ear of Britain ? If they could reach the generous 
" Englifliman at home, they would pierce his heart, as 
*• they have already pierced your own. He would fym- 
*^ pathize with you in your diftrefs. He would be enraged 
*' at the conduct of his countrymen, and reCft their ty- 
" ranny." — 

But here a (hriek unufually loud, accompanied with z 
dreadful rattling of chains, interrupted the difcourfe. The 
boats were ready. The wretched Africans had reached 
the (hore, and were juft about to embark : they had 
turned their face to their country, as if to take a laft adieu, 
and, with arms uplifted to the fky, were making the very 
atmofphere refound with their prayers and imprecations. 



CHAP. II. 

The foregoing fcene, though it may be faid to be ima- 
ginary, is ftridly confiftent with faft ; as no circumftance 
whatever has been inferted in it, for which the fuUeft and 
moft undeniable evidence cannot be produced, I {hall 
proceed now to defcribe the treatment, which the wretched 
Africans undergo, from the time of their embarkation to 
their departure from their native land. 

Being thus conveyed to the {bore, they are put into the 
boats that are waiting for them there, and conveyed to 
the different (hips, whofc captains have made the pur- 
chafes. The men are immediately confined two and two 
together, cither by the neck, leg, or arm, by fetters of 
folid iron. When this operation is over, they are all put 
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into their apartments ; the men occupying the fore part, 
the women the after part, and the boys the middle of the 
veflel, three bulk-heads or partitions having been previ- 
oufly made for their reception. In thefe apartments, the 
tops of which are grated for the admiffion of light and air, 
they zre Jlowed zs,^ny other lumber, each occupying his 
particular place, and quantity of room, as it has been cal- 
culated for him. 

This is perhaps the firft fupply which the fhips have re- 
ceived. In this cafe they are under the neceffity of wait- 
ing till more are procured from the inland country. As 
many melancholy fcenes occur in the interim, I fhall 
take notice of them here. 

The unfortunate people, that have been put on boards 
feparated from their families and friends, on the verge of 
bidding adieu to their native country, which they yet be- 
hold with ftreaming eyes, and about to depart into a fervi- 
tude of which the mcft horrid notions are entertained, 
cannot but be fuppofed to be in a forlorn and melancholy 
ftate. 

When people are heavily afflifted and oppreflcd, they 
difcover it in different ways, according to the ftrength of 
their minds, their education and habits, and the conftitu- 
tion of their frame. The Africans, pofTeffing equal, fen- 
libility and the like paflions with the reft of the huniaa 
race, are afted upon in the fame manner. 

An efFe£l of their fituation, difcoverable in fome of 
them, is fuicide, which is efFedied in various v/ays. 

Many of them, on the firft opportunity that prefents it- 
felf, leap overboard with a determination to put a period 
to their lives. Thefe attempts are fo frequent, and (o 
much expefted, that moft of the veffels have netting or 
lattice-work of fticks from their decks up to their leading 
blocks. Notwithftanding this, many have accompHfhed 
their ends, and have found an afylum either in the mouths 
©f fhark?, or in the beds of their native rivers. 

Others, who find no hopes of efcaping in this way, re- 
fufe fuftenance. This is termed by the receivers obfti- 
nacy, and they are puniftied accordingly for it. But nei- 
ther threats, nor the infliftion of the lafli have been able, 
in fome inftances, to deter them from their refolution. 
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In others, an inftrument, called a fpeculum orisy ha« 
been ufed, their mouths have been wrenched open, and 
liquids injected down their throats. Live coals alfo have 
been preicnted to their lips for the fame purpofe. But all 
the efforts of the receivers have been ineffeilual, and they 
have at laft met with that death, which they had fo ar- 
dently fought, and to find which they had previoufly fub- 
mitted to the pain of ftarving. 

As an inftance of their diflikc to their fituation, when in 
the hands of the receivers^ and of their attachment to that 
.which they have left, I fhall fubjoin the following exam- 
ple : 

On board a certain fliFp, which was lying in Bonny 
River, was a beautiful African girl, who had reached her 
iixtcenth year. She was fo hurt at her new fituation, as 
pofitively to refufc to fupport her life. In a fliort fpace of 
time (he became emaciated, and began (o vifibly to de- 
cline, that in fpite of all the exertions of the receiver?, 
ihe would foon have been no more. She was accordingly 
fent on fhore, to be nurfed at the houfe of a black trader, 
while the {hip ftaid. It is remarkable that in a little 
time after fhe had been reftored to her native foil, {he be- 
gan to recover,, and to forget her former fufferings. But, 
upon being informed that {he would foon be fit to be put on 
board again, {he availed herfelf of the firft opportunity 
that offered, and put a period to her life. Her corpfe was 
afterwards difcovered hanging, and {he was thrown into 
Bonny River. 

Poor unfortunate girl ! What availed the care taken in 
her infancy to fupport her ! The anxiety of the mother ! 
A long fuftenance perhaps with difficulty acquired ! and ' 
all to fit her to become her own executioner at laft, or 
the flave of an European ! 

Another effedl of their fituation, difcoverable in fomc 
of them, is madnefs. 

In the fame {hip, but in a former voyage, had been 
purchafcd an African -girl, of the fame age. She was 
obferved to be conftantly crying. She avoided all kind 
of converfation with the reft, and in procefs of time be- 
came delirious. In confequence of thip, {he was chained 
by the neck to the main-niaft of the veflel between the 
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decks. In this fituation (he continued for feveral days, 
fometimes receiving her food, at others rejedling it with 
difdain. She- was at laft placid and compofed ; but her 
tranquility of mind was but of fliort duration. Her fits 
returned, and fhe broke out into difmal fongs for the lofe 
of her friends and country. Every affiftance, that medi- 
cine could afford in fuch cafes, was applied, but in vain. 
The diforder had begun at the river Ambris, where fhe 
was firfl purchafed, and continued, with but little inter- 
miilion, till Ibc arrived at Port Maria, where happening 
to have a lucid interval, advantage was taken of it, and 
Ihe was fold. 

It is highly probable that this unhappy woman had not 
been long in the hands of her purchafer, before fhe be- 
came delirious again, and was flogged for her ohjllnau 
behaviour. 

On board another fhip, that was lying upon the coal!: 
at the fame time, was an inflance of a fimilar kind. An 
unhappy woman, who had been brought on board, was 
fo hurt at the thought of being torn from her friends and 
connedlions, as to refufe all manner of fuflenance, think- 
ing that death was preferable to life without the enjoyment 
of thofe, who had a fhare in her efleem. The thought 
of this feparation had alfo an additional effedt upon her, 
and fo continually preyed upon her mind, that at length 
fhe became mad. In this fituation fhe was chained to the 
deck of the fhip, and in this chain fhe expired. 

Another efFeft of their fituation is fuch a fenfe of the in- 
jury done them, as to occafion them to come to the refo- 
lution of punifhing their opprefTors at the hazard of their 
own lives. 

In the firfl lot of flaves, which had been purchafed and 
brought on board a veflel then lying in Bonny River, was a 
middle aged man, of a flout and warlike appearance. He 
was one day brought upon deck with his fellow-prifoner, 
to whofe leg his own had been chained, to receive air. 
On looking rouhd him, he faw a knife which was lying 
by the fide of a feaman then at dinner. He inflantly 
darted forward, incumbered as he was, and feized it. He 
plunged it into the body of the feaman, and, forcing his 
companion after him, wounded tliree others, who had not 

time 
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time to make their efcape. Finding, however, that the 
partner of his chains was unwilling to fecond him in his 
attempts, he ftabbed him to the heart, indicating in the 
ftrongeft manner, both by his geftures and the expreflion 
of his face, that he confidered him as unfit to live, who 
had not the courage to expofe himfelf in the caufe of free- 
dom. 

By this time the whole crew were alarmed, and a$ he 
was proceeding to the cabin- door, dragging his deadcom* 
panion after him, to revenge himfelf upon the captain and 
the fuppofed author of his wrongs, he was brought down 
by a mufket ball on one fide of him, and a cutlafs on the 
other. 

It is impoflible for me to fay, what was the fituation of 
this gallant man previous to his fervile capacity, or how 
he came into the fituation of a flave; but probable it is^ 
that he looked upon the people of the fhip as robbers, as 
defpoilers of families, and himfelf as a deeply injured man, 
or he had never attempted, unfupported and alone, an ac- 
tion, which he muft have been fenfible would have coft 
him his life. 

Thefe are inftances of the different effects, which the 
fituation of the Africans, while on board the (hips of the 
receivers^ and in fight of their native fhore, has upon them* 
To enumerate the many, that might be yet adduced of the 
fame kind, would be to no purpofe, as they would not con- 
vince the reader, more than he muft already be convinced, 
of their miferable ftate. It will be only neceflary to obferve, 
that thefe are common inftances ; that there is fcarcely a 
fhip, that does not experience one or more of them ; and 
that there are many in which all of them happen, but with 
additional circumftances of horrour, while the receivers 
are waiting upon the coaft ; the wretched Africans either 
feeking death in the ways defcribed, or falling into a ftate 
of defpondency, or attempting to revenge Sieir injuries 
on the heads of their Chrijiian oppreflTors, 
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CHAP. III. 

The receiversy while thefe and other events are taking 
place upon the coaft, obtain the number of flaves, for 
which they are faid to go. When this is accompliflied, 
they weigh anchor, and begin what is termed the middU 
paiiage, to carry them to their relpeftive colonies. 

Through the whole then of this middle paflage, it is my 
intention next to follow them, and to defcribe their Atua- 
tion, till their arrival there. 

The veffels, in which they are tranfported, are of differ- 
ent dimenfions, from eleven to eight hundred tons, and 
carry from thirty to * fifteeil hundred of therp at a time. 

As much has been faid by the advocates for this trade, 
of the accommodation which flaves experience during the 
middle paflTage, I (hall fay a few words on that head. 

The height of their apartments varies of courfe ac- 
cording to the fize of the veflel, but may be ftated to be 
from fix feet to lefs than three ; fo that it is impoiSble for 
them to ftand ereft in moft of the veflels that transport them, 
and in fome fcarcely to fit down in the fame pofture. 

In cafes of this Kind it is better to be explicit, and to 
mention particular fafts. I fhall therefore give the reader 
the dimenfions of two veflels that failed about fix months 
ago, from a Britifli port to the Coaft of Africa, for flaves. 
I do not mean as tenders to other fliips, but to coUeft 
them on their own account, and to carry them to the 
colonies. 

One of them was a veflel of twenty-five tons. The 
length of the upper part of the hold, or roof of the rooms 
where the flaves were to be confined, was thirty-one feet. 
The greateft breadth of the bottom or floor, was ten feet 
four inches, and the leaft five. The depth or height, was 
rather lefs than four. This veflel was calculated, and fail- 
ed for /eventy flaves. 

It is clear that none of the unfortunate people, perhaps> 
at this moment on board, can ftand upright, but that they 

• The largcft veflel which the Englifh employ in this trade^ carries 

tzoo ilaves. 
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muft fit down, and contra6l their limbs within the limitd 
of little more than three fquare feet, during the whole of 
the middle paiTage. I cannot compare the fcene on board 
this veffel, to any other than that of a pen of fheep ; with 
this difference only, that the one have the advantages of a 
wholcfome air^ while that^ which the others breathe, is 
putrid. 

The other veflel mcafiired eleven tons. The length of 
the apartment for the flaves was twenty- two feet. The 
greateft breadth of the floor eight, and the leaft four. The 
depth was two feet eight inches. This veflel was calcu- 
lated and failed for thirty flaves. 

Any perfon of a moderate height, ftanding upon dry 
ground, by the fide of this veflel, might overlook every 
thing upon the deck ; as her height from the keel to the 
beam was but five feet eight inches, three of which were 
engroflfed by ballaft, cargo, and provifions, and the reft wa$ 
left for ^Jlceues* 

The only idea, that will perhaps ftrike the reader, in 
examining thefe dimenfions, will be, that the apartment 
mufl: be in fliape and fize, as well as in heat, fimilar to aii 
^ven. I know of no other objeft of juft comparifon ; and 
to {hew how prepofteroufly the advbcates for flavery talk, 
when they declaim upon the accommodations for flaves; 
this very boat was built for the pleafure and convenience of 
about yjjr free people upon the Severn. 

If it {hould be faid that the larger vefl[els have better 
accommodations, I reply, that it can only be in the height 
of the room, the flaves being fl:owed equally clofe. I a/£rt 
farther, that in fome of thefe they have not had (o much 
xoom upon the floor by one fquare foot, as in thofe, which 
have been juft fpecified ; for I have known the number of 
flaves, which many of them have carried, and have had 
their apartments meafured. 

Being ftowed then in the manner thus defcrlbed, they 
foon begin to experience the efFefts, which might natu-< 
rally be prefumed to arife from, their fituation. In confe- 
quence of the peftilential breath of fo many confined in fo 
fmall a fpace, they become fickly, and from the viciflitude 
of heat and cold, of heat when confined below, and of cold 
when fuddenly brought up for air, a flux is generated. 

When- 
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Whenever this diforder attacks them, no pen can he ade- 
quate to the tafk of defcribing their fituation, 
■ Imagine only for a moment the gratings to be opened, 
but particularly after a rain, which has occafioned them to 
be covered for fome time. 

The firft fcene that prefents itfelf, is a clufter of unhap- 
py people, who, overcome by exceffive heat and ftench, 
have fainted av/ay. 

The next that occurs, Is that of one of them endeavotir- 
ing to prefs forward to the light, to catch a mouthful of 
wholefome air, but hindered by the partner of his chains^ 
who is lying dead at his feet, and whom he has not fuf- 
ficient ftrength to drag after him. 

The third is confpicuous in the inftance of thofe, who 
are juft on the point of fainting, and who arc wallowing 
in the blood and mucus of the inteftines, with which the 
floor is covered. 

Such are the fcenes, that univerfally prefent themfelves 
in the cafe fuppofed ; and how agonizing and infufFerable 
their fituation muft have been during this period of their 
confinement, none, I believe, can poflibly conceive, unlels 
they had been the partners of their chains. 

The gratings then being opened as before defcribed, the 
receivers^ who fee their fituation, bring them inftantly up- 
on deck. They give them fuch medical affiftance as their 
cafe requires. Thofe, that are moft affedled, are picked 
but, and are put into an hofpital or fick birth (which is 
prepared againfl cafes of this kind) as objecSls of more im- 
mediate attention. The reft, having experienced a little 
refpite, are returned to the fame dungeon of wretchedneft 
and woe, that had been the occafion of their fufferings. 

As to thofe, who are removed into their new apart- 
ments, fome of them live only for a few hours. Others 
become daily more emaciated and weak : and to fuch a 
degree of emaciation have many of them arrived, that in 
con/equence of this, and additionally the circumftances of 
lying upon the bare boards, and t\\Q fridtion arifing from 
the motion of the veflel, the prominent parts of fome of 
their bones have worked their way through the mufcles and 
the fkin. In this fituation they have lingered for fome 
jtime, both objefts of commifcration and horror, when 

death 
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death has been kind enough to pity their fufFerings, and to 
put a period to their pain. 

The reader will not wonder, from the defcription hither- 
to given, if the unfortunate Africans (hould aft the fame 
part on the middle paflfage, as I have defcribed them to have 
done upon the coaft ; if they (hould feek to deftroy them- 
felves as opportunity offers, or if, exafperated by their 
wrongs, they fliould attempt to revenge them on their op- 
preflbrs. 

In faS, the fame tragedy is repeated, though it is vari- 
oufly afted according to the different places, from whence 
the unhappy vidHms come. The people of Africa have 
diiferent traits in their charafter, as well as the inhabitants 
of other nations. Thofe of the leeward coaft are in gene- 
ral pufdlanimous, and in cafes of this kind are content to 
revenge their injuries upon themfelves, by feeking their 
own deaths. Thofe, on the other hand, of the Windward 
Coaft, confifting of a nation of hunters, and trained to 
war, are bold and intrepid, and on all occafions attempt to 
punilh their enflavers at the hazard of their own lives. 

To enumerate the many inftances offuicide^ as difplaye<i 
in the aft of leaping into the fea, which happen in fuch 
ihips as contain people of the former defcription, would be 
to have recourfe to the annals of the whole flota from thofe 
parts. Of the attempts of the latter perhaps one inftance 
will fuffice. 

A certain vefTel had procured a hundred and ninety 
flaves from the Windward Coaft, and had put to fea. It 
was foon difcovered that they intended to rife. In conie-* 
quence of this, one of them was immediately brought upon 
deck, and accufed of exciting his companions to rebel. 
Without any farther ceremony, his feet were put into 
irons, and confined to one of the ring-bolts upon the deck. 
At the fame time the burton-tackle was made faft to his 
handcuffs, and he was fo ftretched in a perpendicular pot 
ture, that almoft every joint was diflocated. In this fitua- 
tipa every licentioufnefs, that wanton barbarity could fug^ 
geft, was permitted to be praftlfed upon him. When the 
operation was over, he was taken down, and thrown into 
the &a, 
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One would have thought that an inflance qF fo diabolu 
cal a nature, would have made an imprellion on the minds 
of his furviving companions, and have deterred them from 
all farther thoughts of an infurrediion. But it had nor 
this effeft : and the crew were fo alarmed on account c^ 
their fubfequent behaviour, as to keep them ftijl in their 
irons, and, whenever they meffed upon deck, to ftand widl 
their arms pointed through the barricadoe of the veflel. 

Notwithftanding the example before made, and the pre- 
caution now taken, two of the flaves, who were remark- 
ably ftout men, broke their irons, and advanced to re- 
venge their injuries. They were inftantly fired upon by 
the feamen, who had been {rationed for that purpofe. But, 
having now their arms at liberty, they were not to be in- 
timidated by their enflavers, though in a wounded itate. 
They advanced gallantly on, followed by the fhackled 
crowd, broke open the barricadoe door, forced the cutlaf^ 
from the centinel, and, after a brave conflict on the quar-« 
ter-deck, obliged the ieamen to retreat to the tops. 

—They were now matters of the veflel. — 

There was one folitary perfon however, who was ftill 
left upon the deck, and whom they had not yet feen. He 
bad been fitting abaft on one of the ftern hen coops, mend-- 
ing his cloaths, and had fcarcely been apprized of the in- 
furreftion, before he faw his retreat cut off. He knew not 
what to do. To advance was certain death, to retreat 
was impofHble. In this fituation he looked trembling 
over the ftern of the veflel, to fee if there was any rope, 
which would fufpend him out of their fight. In confe- 
quence of this he found that the cabin-windows were open^ 
and inflantly made his retreat that way. 

His firft precaution was to remove the ladder that led 
from the cabifi to the deck. Having thus cut off the road 
of communication between himfelf and the flaves, he went 
to the captain, and a feaman who were fick below, and ac- 
quainted them with the circumftance, that die flaves had 
driven the reft of the people aloft, and were in pofleflion of 
the veflel. 

This news alarmed them exceedingly. They ftartcd 
up, and, immediately fupplying themfelves with arms and 
ammiinition, waited for the infurgents to come* 

It 
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It was not long before they furrounded the companion; 
They inftantly caught each others eyes. The former, 
having fupplied themfelves with billets of wood from the 
hold, threw them down as opportunity offered. The lat- 
ter, fired at them as they approached. Under thefe difad- 
vantages, many of the flaves foon lay dead about the com^ 
panion. Such as were chained to them, unable to get 
away, fhared their fate ; while, on the other hand thofe, 
belov/ efcaped unhurt. 

The conflift lafted thus for fome time, when the flaves, 
deprived of their gallant leaders, and unable to continue 
their exertions, as well on account of their wounds, and 
the incumbrance of their irons, as that their ammunition 
was expended, retreated for a little refpite from the quar- 
ter-deck. Advantage was immediately taken of this cir- 
cumftance, by the feamen both above and below. The 
former came down inftantly from the tops, and the latter 
mounted up at the fame time. They joined, and all of 
them being foon armed alike, they fired a volley together, 
into the thickeft of the croud of flaves. 

« 

This fhock was too fevere for them to ftand, and they 
retreated accordingly where they could. It was not long 
however before they were taken from their places of fhel- 
ter, and all of them brought in a body upon the deck. 

But here the tragedy remained to be completed. MofI: 
of the flaves, on examination, were found to be in a 
#roundedftate, and fome of them fo mangled, that fcarcely 
any other profpect remained, than that they would either 
die, or become a burthen upon their hands. All thefe 
were immediately ordered to leap into the fea. Some of 
them, who had no connexions on board, waited not a mo- 
ment, but received and obeyed the fummons with joy. 
The reft ftaid only to embrace their relations and friends, 
and then, without any hefitation, and with marks of chear- 
fulnefs in their face, but mixt with difdain when they caft 
their eyes on the receivers^ they leapt into the fea, and 
terminated their exiftence there. 

The confcquence of this infurreftion was, that out of 
a hundred and ninety flaves, originally put on board, only 
ninety lived to be carried into Barbadoes. 

Thefe 
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Thefe then are fome of die tragical fcen^ dmt happen 
tn the middle paflage^ and are occafioned by the fituation 
fiuid difpofition of the flaVes* There are others however 
of an equally drfmal nature, which owe their origin either 
to unforieen accident, or to the condud of the reaiveru 

The foUowing is an inftance of the firft» 

A certain fhip on the middle paflage, having more than 
tiiirce hundred flaves on board, met with a vident gale>al; 
foutb, which obliged her to come to her bare poles. About 
tefi at night fhe fprang a leak, and the pump**well unfor* 
tanately biieaking down, the fand, with which (he had been 
ballafted, fell into it. This choaked the pumps, and, not« 
withftanding every exertion on the part of the crew, fevea ' 
feet of water were difcovered ix> the hold on the approach 
of day. 

The difcovery had been fcarcely made, when the ballaft^ 
ihifting to one fide, laid her almoft down. The crew at- 
tempted to wear her, but in vain» Her miften-maft went 
overboard. The ihrowds <^ the main-maft v^re then cut^ 
which aUb went away a little below the deck, and carried 
the fore-maft with it. As foon as this operation was per^^ 
formed, the lee guns were thrown overboard^ and Que be« 
gan to right. 

This was the fecond day, during the whole of which 
the crew were employed in pumping and baling, thougli- 
to their great mortification, it was difcovered, (^at every 
cafk of water, and all their provifions, had beeo ftaven to 
pieces, and that only a few bifcuits, a little flour, afld 
£>me fpirits, had been iaved for their fupport. 

On the diird day they were employed as before, but mt 
this the mod hideous cries and lamentable yellings were 
heard from the unfortunate flaves, who were confined be- 
low, and who had received no kind of fuftenance fince die 
accident had happened. Several of the women were dif- 
covered to be dead, and one bad drowned herielf in thf 
bold. 

On the foordi day a part of the crew, for 6)me of them 
had fallen down at tne pumps, continued their exerdons as 
before defcribed . The ihneks of the (laves had Continued 
alfo^ and had become, if poffible, more hideous and pier* 
cing than before. The men, grown delporiUe by dM 
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pangs of hunger^ had, by an uncommon exertion of 
ftrength, forced themfelves out of their irons, and were 
attempting, with the moft irrefiftible fury, to force up the 
gratings that confined them below. The crew, cxceflively 
alarmed at this, and ftruclc with horror and difmay at the* 
difmal yellings that refbunded from all quarters of the (hip, 
knew not what to do. They came at laft to the refolu- 
tion to murder thofe that were the moft defperate. The* 
plan waspiit into execution, and more than fifty were 
deftroyed. 

On the approach of the evenirtg of the fiftb diay, a vef-. 
fcl appeared jn fighc Sh« faw ^elr diftrefs. It was juft 
dark when (be came to their afiiftance, and received the 
fainting crew^ As to the unfortunate flaves, they were 
left confined below to the pangs of hunger and the mercy 
ot the waves.' 

The two inftances now mentioned, and others of a 
fimilar kind, exhibit an additional alignment againft this 
trade : for if the receivers are ever fo tender and humane ; 
if they really tranfport the Africans under a convic^on, 
that they fhall improve their Itate ; they muft often be put 
into a muation, in which their hand€ muft be imbrued in 
blood, and themfelves be chargeable with murder* 

■ Withrefpefl to the conidud of the receivers^ Khali 
ihentioh an inftance, which happened in September of the 
yeari78i. 

•The captain of a fhip, then on the middle paiTage, had 
I«ft a confiderable number of his flaves by deadi. The 
mortality was flill ipreading, and fb rapidly, that it was- 
iliVpoffible to fay either where, or when it would end. 
Thus cjrcumfianced, and uneafy at the thought of the lofs 
which was likely to accrue to his owners, he began to rack 
his- ingenuity to repair it. He came at length to the dia- 
bolical refblution of feled^ing thofe that were the moft 
fickly, and of throwing them into the fea : conceiving, 
that if he could plead a neceflity for the deed, the- lofe 
Would devolve from the owners to the underwriters of the 
yeflel. 

The plea, which he propofed to fet up, was a want of 
water, though neither the feam^n nor the flaves had been 
|mt upon ihort allowance. 

Thus 



CF THE Human Sp£cibs* 99 

Thus armed, as he imagined, with an invincible excufe^ 
lie began to execute his defign. He (elected accordingly 
one hundred znA thirty "two of the moft fickly of the flaves. 
Fifty-four of thefe were immediately thrown into the fea^ 
2iXidi forty ^two were made to be partakers of their fate oh 
the uxcceeding day. 

But here, as if Providence exprefsly difapproved of the 
deflgn^ and had determined to cut oiFhis excufe for facri- 
ficing the reft, and exhibit a proof againft him, a fhower of 
i^in immediately fucceeded the tranfa£tion, and lafted for 
three days. 

Notwithftanding this, die remaining twenty^fix were 
brought upon deck to complete the number of viftims^ 
which avarice had at firft determined to facrifice to her 
{brine. The firft fixteen fubmitted to be thrown into the 
fea J but the reft, with a noble refolution, would not fuffer 
the contaminated receivers to touch them> but leapt after 
their companions, and fhared their fate^ 

Thus was perpetrated a deed, unparalleled in the me^- 
mory of man, or in the Wftory of former times, and of fo 
black and complicated a nature, that were it to be perpe-^ 
tuated to future generations, and to reft on the teftimony 
of an individual, it could not poifibly be believed. 

I have now afforded a fpecimen, though in a manner 
inadequate to convey a juft idea, of the different tragical 
fcenes, that happen during the middle pailage, and before 
the arrival of the veffels at their deftined ports. To men* 
tion others, would be only to increafe a painful, and to 
perform an unneceftary tafk. I fhall therefore clofe my. 
defcription here, forry that, though I liave ftudied to be 
concife, I (hould have felt myfelf obliged to lay open to the 
feelings of the reader, fuch a fource of uneafinefs and 
pain. 



CHAP. IV. 

The (hips of the receivers^ having now completed the 
middle pai&ge, Anchor in their deftined ports. T)ie un^- 
fortunate Africans on board, are immediately prepared for 
iale. When the preparation is over, and they are thought 
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to appear in the moil advantageous ftate, an attempt i» 
made to difpofe of them, and (as different circumftances^ 
intervene) in the three following ways. 

The firft is by agincj. In this cafe they are configneii 
to brokers, who, knowing the ftate of the aif&rent planta- 
tions, and having applications for flaves from all quarters^ 
undertake to fell them for the (hips. For this purpofe they 
are fabmitted to die ififpe£Bon of diofe, who are in want of 
labourers for their farms, who do not &il to examme and 
treat them with an inhumanity, at which even avarice 
ought to blu(h. 

To diis mortifying circumftancey to which the wretch- 
ed Africans are obliged to fubmit,. is addeet another, that 
diey are picked out, as the purchafer pleafes,. without anjr 
confideration, whether friends or relations are parted. Inr 
a lot of flaves, which was thus expofed to fale, were a» 
hufband, wifiv ^nd child, in all probability a part of the- 
haplefs remnant ti a village which had been depopulated* 
to obtain them* It did not fuit the purchafer to buy thetnti 
all. Cruel tafk f to feparate diem for ever ! In vain did 
they remonftrate, by every fign and geftuM that could be 
made. They embraced each other. They would not 
part. But die lafb fevered them fjiom their embraces* 
The unhappy man, on looking round him the next day^ 
law an opportunity of pstdng a period to his life» He em- 
braced iv suxl, in a few minutes, was no more. 

This is one, among the many inftances dat mav be 
ffientioned, of the unfeeling condud of die nceivirsj eidier 
during or after the dme of fele, and of the injuries which 
the imfortunate Africans are obliged to bear. If any other 
ihould be required, the reader mav take the following. 

An officer of a (lave (hip^ who nad the care of a number 
of new flaves, and was returning from ^tfale-yard to the 
veflfel, with fuch as remained unfold, obferved a ftout feU 
low amon^ them, rather flow in his motions, which he in- 
ftandy quickened with his rattan. The (lave foon after* 
wards fell down, and was raifed by the fame application.. 
Moving forwards a few yards, he fell down again ; and 
this being taken as a proof of his fullen perverfe (pint, the 
enraged officer furioufly repeated his blows, till he expired 
at his feet. The brute coolly ordered fome of the furviv- 

ing. 
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ing flaves to carry the dead body to the Water*s-fide, vfbtte^ 
without any ceremony or delay, being thrown into the fea, 
the tragedy was fuppofed to have been immediately finifh* 
'ed by the not more inhuman (harks, with which the har«* 
bour then abounded. Thefe voracious fiih were fuppofed 
to have fdlowed the veflels from the coaft of Africa, in 
which ten thoufand (laves were imported in that one feafon, 
being allured by the ftench, and daily fed by the dead car- 
cafles thrown overboard on the voyage. 

The (econd attempt, which is often made to difpofe of 
them, i^l)y vendue. In this cafe they are carried to a ta- 
vern, ^r other publick place, where they are put up to fale, 
and are to-heco^e the property of the highe(i bidder. 
Thefe are generally fuch^ as are In a iick and emaciated 
Aate, and of whofe recovery but little hopes are to be en- 
tertained. They are generally fold for a few dollars, and 
are bought principally by the Jews mpon Jpecuktintj wh6 
fend them home to be nurled and fatted, and to be made 
aip, if they live, for a future (ale. 

The third is by the/cramUfm In this cafe, the di(po(al 
•of them is in the following manner. The main and quar- 
ter-decks of the (hip are daiicened by fails, which are hung 
over them at a convenient height. The (laves are then 
l)rought out of the hold, and are made to ftand in tfie dark- 
ened area. The purcha(ers, who are furni(hed with long 
ropes, ru(h, as foon as the (ignal is givea, within the awn- 
ing, and endeavour to encircle as many of them as thejf 
can. 

The(e fcrambles however, are by no means confined to 
the (hips. Tbey are made frequendy oa the (bore. 
When the latter najyens to be the ca(e, the uahappy ob- 
je£ts of them are (hut up in an apartment^ or court^yard, 
the doors of iiAich being thrown open^ the ]^urcbafers ru0i 
in, with their ropes m tSeir hands, as £efi»re de(cribed. 

Nothing can exceed the terroi^ which the wretched Af- 
ricans exhibit on theie occafions. An univeHal (hriek it 
immediately hear(t AH is coaflernation and difmay« 
The men tremble. The wwnca iding together in each 
other's arms. Some of thfmfaiitf away, and others have 
l>een known to expire. If «ny diing can exceed the hor^ 
for of fuch a fcen^ it muft be the iniquity of valuing a 
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part of the rational creation in fo debafed a light, and of 
fcrambling for human Jlejh and blood, 

Thefe are the three methods which the receivers take 
(as different circumftances intervene) for the difpofal of 
their flaves. Notwithftanding thefe, they are not always 
able to complete their fales. Some of the wretched Afri- 
cans are in fo debilitated and hopelefs a ttate, that no pur- 
chafer can be found. Others approach fo pear to thefe on 
the fcale of ficknefs, that but little is offered for them : in 
fuch a cafe, it is not the interefl of the officers to fell 
them, as they would much diminifh the value of their own 
privileges, and in one of the Britifh iflands, a duty being 
demanded on fale more than a flave in fuch a fituation 
can poffibly be worth, (I fpeak as a planter) all farther 
mercantile intercourfe on this head is at an end- 

From thefe confiderations, they are left on hand, and 
become a burthen to the veflels when they are about to 
depart. What becomes of them, the reader muft be left 
to imagine. It is certain that they are not fold in the 
colonies, and it is equally certain that they are not taken 
home. 

On board a (hip, which had been attempting to fell her 
flaves laft year, were left a man and a woman, for whom, 
on account of their fickly flate, no purchafer was to be 
found. In a little time the man died. He was accord- 
ingly lowered down into the boat, to be taken out of the 
harbour, and to be buried at fea. The tyrant of the fhip, 
to rid himfelf of the burthen, ordered the woman to be 
taken alfo, and to be thrown overboard, though alive, at 
the fame time. One of the feamen (for there were two 
appointed to perform the deed) having executed his orders 
upon the firft, took the woman into his arms to complete 
them. In this fituation (he opened her eyes, (hewing, in 
the moft expreffive manner, that (he was yet alive. He 
hefitated for a moment, but fearful of the barbarian on 
board, he plunged her into the fea. She immediately rofe 
up, and endeavoured to catch hold of the blade of the oar, 
which he had then taken in his hand. Upon this, he 
firuck her fevcral times on the head, with a view to difen-* 
tangle her from the. boat, and to relieve her from her pain ; 
mi both of them pulling away at the fame inftant^ ibe was 
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'•eft to that fate^ for which (he had been fo induftrioHdy 
defigfied. 

In another (hip, belonging to the fame port, and in the 
fame year, there remained, after the reft of the cargo had 
:been fold, a fickly African boy. Weak and emaciated as 
he was, a price had been offered for him. This however 
was fo fmall, as to induce the officers not to fell him, chu- 
img rather to put him out of the way, than to fuffer the 
value of their * privilege to be diminifhed by his fale. 
This being the cafe, the furgeon was applied to to throw 
him overboard, which he pofitively refufed, the boy being 
yet alive. They then came to the horrid refolution of 
ftarving him to death. For this purpofe, he was confin- 
ed, without any fuftenance whatever, in the (hip, no per- 
fon having accefs to him but the chief mate, who was con- 
tinually going backwards and forwards to fee if he was 
yet dead. In this dreadful fituation he lingered eight 
iays, and on the ninths he expired to the joy of the i?nptotk 
receivers. 

If thefe inftances will enable the reader to judge, in 
what manner thofe unhappy flaves are difpofed of, who by 
reafon of ficknefs are cut off from the profpeft of a fale j 
or if they will ^hrow any light upon a praSice, whidi has 
been often inilfted upon in general terms, I fliall -be hap- 
py to think, that, in having traced them beyond the polfiM- 
lity of a doubt, I have not laboured in vain* 

I (hall only add, that the receivers^ having now cleared 
their fhips, and received an equivalent for cheir flaves, 
haften home, and that they are guilty of the charge of 
iiaving been acceffory to the deftrudion of .no iefs than 
tiveniy-five thoufand of their fellow- creatures j this ^ num- 

G 4 .her 

* Tlie officers have among them the privHege of « certain number of 
Haves. When the whole cargo is difpofed of, the amount of the fales it 
•divided by the number ibid. This gives .the average price of each. If 
therefore an officer is faid to have the privilege of two flaves, he is paid 
.the average price for two. Of courfe e.very one that is fold at a low race* 
■muft hurt this privilege of the officers. The boy alluded to, would havt 
.brought it down to about iix ihillings Iefs than it really was ; and for this 
fnm his death was refolved upon; of fo little confequence is the life of an 
African in the eyes of the Receivers. 

•f- In the firft edition of this worky I ftated the lofs on the middle paf« 
f^Ci at one fifth of the number put on board, but on inquiring more mi- 
nutely 
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ber being annually loft from the time, when they firft put 
diem on board upon the coaft, to the time of their talung 
leave of die colonies. 



CHAP. V. 

The wretebcd Africans, dius left by die iirft, and thus 
deliveped over to die fecond receivers^ are conveyed to the 
plantations, and are put to their refpe£l;ive woric Having 
Itdf in their own country, a life of indolence and eafe^ 
where At eardi brings forth fpontaneoufly the comforts of 
Ixfe, and fpares freqtiendy the toil and trouble of cultiva*- 
doiu they can hardly be expcAed to endure the drudgeries 
of fervitude. Calculations are accordingly made upon 
Mr lives. It is conjeftured, that if three in four furvivc 
what is called the feafoning^ the bargain is highly favour* 
|d>le. This feafbning is &id to expm, when the two firff 
years of their (ervitude are completed ; it is the time 
^ich an African muft take to be fo accuftomed to the 
colony, as to be able to endure the common labour of a 
plantation, and to be put into the gang. At the end of 
diis period the calculations become verified, * Hventj 
ihsufand o( thoCe^ who are annually imported, dyins; be- 
fore the feafoning is over. This is furely an horrid and 
awful conlideration : and thus does it appear, (and let it 

WBLttlf into tlie foljeA, tnd cm beiAg tonilhei with an account of the 
voyacea of Cereral mipt, I find it to be muck under the truths and that 
one fourth it a much more accurate proportiont 

* One third of the whole number imported^ ia often computed to be loft 
}n the feafoaincy whichf in round numberit will be ijjjooo. The loia io 
the fealbning depend«» in a great meafurCf on two circumftances, tjs. 
6a the number of what are caUed i efufe flat et that are imported, and on 
the quantity of new land in the colony. In the French windward iflanda 
•f Martittieot and OuadaloupCi which are cleared and highly cnltiTaCed» 
and in our oU fmall iflands, one Iburthf indudlng refufe fla¥es> it con- 
lUered at a general proportion. But in St. Domingo, where there ia' a 

Ciat deal of new land annually taken into culturcy and in other colonica 
the fame fituation, the general propofftion» including refufe flavet, ia 
fMind to be one third« Taking in therelbre the two proportions, aev 
fStding to the clrcumftancet now mentioned, it may be ftated, that 
vdion an hundred thoofand are ihipped from the coaft, aoyooo will be 
found to die in the feafoning, (i. e.} betwtea a third aad a feoith of tho 

mmk^ iaapontd iaio ths coloaici* 

be 
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be remembered, that it is the loweft calculation that has 
been ever made upon the fubjeft) that out of every annual 
fupply that is (hipped from the coaft of Africa, ^forty-five 
ihfufand lives are regularly expended , even before it can 
be (aid, that there is really any additional flock for the 
colonies. 

When the feafoning is over, and the furvivors are thus 
enabled to endure the ufual ta(k of flavcs, they are confi- 
dered as real and fubftantial fupplies. * From this period 
therefore I fliall defcribe their fituation. 

They arc fumaioned at five in the morning to begin 
their work. This work may be divided into two kinds, 
the culture of the fields, and the colledlion of grafs for 
cattle. The laft is the moft laborious and intolerable em- 
ployment ; as the grafs can only be collciled blade by 
blade, and is to be fetched frequently twice a day at a 
confiderable diflance from the plantation. In thefe two 
occupations they are jointly taken up, with no other in- 
termiifion than that of taking their fubfiilence twice, till 
nine at night. They then feparate for their refpedlive 
huts, when they gather fticks, prepare their fupper, and 
attend their families. This employs them till midnight, 
when they go to reft. Such is their daily way of life for 
rather more than half the year. They are fixteen hours, 
including two intervals at meals, in the fervice of their 
mafters : they are employed three afterwards in their own 
neceflary concerns ; five only remain for flecp, and their 
day is finifhed. 

During the remaining portion of the year, or the time 

'I' Including the number that perifli on the voyage> and in the feafon- 
ing. It 18 generally thought that not half the number purchal'ed can be 
confidered as an additional flock, and of courfe that 50,000 are confum-* 
0d within the firft two years from their embarkation. 

* That part of the account, that has been hitherto giTen> extendi to 
all the Europeans and their colonifts, who are concerned in this horrid 
practice. But 1 am forry that I mull now make a diftindion> and con- 
fine the remaimng part of it to the colonifts of the Britifh Well India 
iflandsy and to thofe of the fouthern proTiQce» of North America. As 
the employment of flaves is different in the two parts of the world laft 
mentioned, I ihall content myfelf with defcribing it, as it ex^fls in one 
of them, and I ihali afterwards annex fuch treatment anJ i'uch confe- 
^uences as are applicable to both. 1 have only to add, that the reader 
mvft oot coofider my account as umverfaify, but only gmeraily^ true. 

of 
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of crop, the nature, as well as the time of dicir employ^ 
ment, is confiderably changed. The whole gang is gene- 
rally divided into two or three bodies. One of thefe, be- 
sides the ordinary labour of the day, is kept in turn at«the 
mills, that are conftantly going, during the whole of the 
night. This is a dreadful encroachment upon their time 
of reft, which was before too ihort to permit them per- 
fedly to refresh their wearied limbs, and adually reduces 
their fleep, as long as this feafon lafts, to about three hours 
and an half a night, upon a moderate ♦ computation. 
Thofe who can keep their eyes open during their nightly 
labour, and are willing to rcfift the drowfinefs that is 
continually coming upon them, are prefently worn out ; 
while feme of thofe, who are overcome, and who feed the 
mill between afleep and awake, fuffer, for thus obeying 
the calls of nature, by the f lofs of a limb. In this man- 
ner they go on, with little or no refpite from their work, 
till the crop feafon is over, when the year {from the time 
of my firft defcription) is completed. 

% To fupport a life of fuch unparalleled drudgery, we 
fliould at leaft expeS to find, that they were comfortably 
clothed, and plentifully fed. But fad reverfe ! they have 
fcarcely a covering to defend themfelves againft the incle« 
mency of the night. Their provifions are frequently bad, 
and are always dealt out to them with fuch a fparing hand, 
that the means of a bare livelihood are not placed within 
the reach of four out of five of thefe unhappy people. It 
is a fe(S, that many of the diforders of (laves are contra£):eil 
from eating the vegetables, which their little fpots produce, 
before they are fufficiently ripe : a clear indication, that 
the calls of hunger are frequently fo preffing, as not to 
fuffer them to wait, till they can really enjoy them. 

This fituation, of a want of the common neceffaries of 
lifi;, added to that of hard continual labour, muft be fvifll^ 

* This computation is made on a fuppofition, that the gang it divided 
jnto three bodies \ I call it therefore moderate, becaufe the gang is fre- 
quently divided into two bodiei> v^hich muft therefore fit up^alternatelf 
every other night, 

"f An hand or arm being frequently ground off. 

% The reader will fcarcely believe it, but it is a fad^ that a flave^f an- 
nual allowance from hit mafter^ for provifions, clothing, medicines whe^ 
iick^ &c» islixaiUd^ upon an avenge^ to thirty fliillings* 
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.ciently painful of itfelf. How then muft the pain be fharp- 
fened, if it be accompanied with feverity ! if an unfortu- 
nate flave does not come into the field exaftly at the ap- 
pointed time, if, drooping with ficknefs or fatigue, he 
appears to work unwillingly, or if the bundle of grafs 
that he has been colle£Hng, appears too fmall in the eye 
of the overfeer, he is equally fure of experiencing the 
whip. 7*his inftrument erafes the Ikin, and cuts out 
fmall portions of the flefli at almoft every ftroke ; and is 
fo frequently applied, that the fmack of it is all day long 
in the ears of thofe, who are in the vicinity of the plan- 
tations. This feverity of matters, or managers, to their 
flaves, which is confidercd only a^ common difcipline, is 
attended with bad effects. It enables them to behold in- 
ftances of cruelty without commiferation, and to be guilty 
of them without remorfe. Hence thofe many adls of de- 
liberate mutilation, that have taken place on the flighteft 
occafions : hence thofe many a6ts of inferiour, thouo^h 
(hocking, barbarity, that have taken place without any 
occafion at all : * the very flitting of ears has been confi- 
dered as an operation, lb perfeftly devoid of pain, as to 
have been performed for no other reafon than that for 
which a brand is fet upon cattle, as a mark of property. 

But this is not the only effeft, which this feverity pro- 
duces : for while it hardens their hearts, and makes thetn 
infenfible of the mifery of their fellow-creatures, it begets 
a turn for wanton cruelty. As a proof of this, I Ihall 
mention one, among the many inftances that occur, where 
ingenuity has been exerted in contriving modes of torture. 
An iron coffin, with holes in it, was kept by a certain 
colonift, as an auxiliary to the lafh. In this the poor vic- 
tim of the mafler's refentment was inclofed, and placed 

* ** A boy having received fix flaves as a prefent from his father, im- 
f* mediately flit their ears, and for the following reafon. That as hia fa- 
M ther was a whimfical man, he might claim them again, unlefs the]r 
<* were marked.** 1 dp not mention this inftance as a confirmation of 
the paflTage to which it is annexed, but only to fliew, how cautious we 
ought to be in giving credit to what may be advanced in any work writ* 
ten in defence of flavery, by any native of the colonies ; for being trained 
up to fcenes of cruelty from his cradle, he may, confidently with his 
own feelings, reprefent that treatment at mild, at which we^ who have 
j^%ytX been ufed tQ fee thpin^ ikoold abfolutely ihudder* 

fufficiently 
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fufficiently near a £re, to octafion extreme pain, and con* 
fequently fhrieks and groans, until the revenge of th^ 
mafter was fatiated, without any other inconvenience on 
hfs part, than a temporary fufpenfion of the flave's labour. 
Had he been flogged to ^ath, or his limbs matilated, the 
intereft of the brutal tyrant would have fufiered a more 
irreparable lofs. 

In mentioning this inftance, I do not mean to infinuatc^ 
that it is common. I know that it was reprobated by 
many. All th^t I would infer from it is, that where mea 
are habituated to a fyftem of feverity, diey become tc/^/i* 
tonfy cruelj and that the mere toleration of fuch an inftni- 
mcnt of torture, in any country, is a clear indication, that 
this wretched dafs of men d9 not there enjoy the protedfion §f 
any laws^ that may he pretemdid ta have been tna^id in thur 
favour* 

Such then is the general fltuation of the unfortunate 
Africans, They arc beaten and tortured at difcretioiu 
They are badly cloathed. They are miferably fed. Their 
drudgery is intenfe and inceflant, and their reft /hort. For 
fcarcely are their heads reclined, fcarcely have their bodies 
a rcfpite from the labour of the day, or the cruel band of 
the overfeer, but they are flimmoned to renew their for« 
rows. In this manner they go on from year to year, in a 
fiate of the loweft degradation, without a fingle law to 
prote£l them, widiout the poilibility of redrefs, without a 
hope that their fituation will be changed, unleis death 
ihould terminate the fcene. 

Having defcribed the general fituation of thefe unfortu« 
nate people, I (hall now take notice of the common con* 
fequences that are found to attend it, and relate them (epa* 
rately, as they refult either from long and painful labour^ 
a want of the common neceflaries of life, or continual 
fiverity. 

Opprefled by a daily ta(k of fuch immoderate labour as 
human nature is Utterly unable to perform, many of them 
run away from their mafters. They fly to the recedes of 
the mountains, where they choofe rather to live upon anv 
thing that the foil aiFords them, nay, the very foil itfelr, 
t!han return to that happy fuuatimy which is repreiented 
by the r^ctiutrs^ as the condition of a flave. 

It 
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tt fometimes happens, that the manager of a mountain 
plantation fisdis in with one of thefe ; he immediately feizes 
him, and direatens to carry him to his former mafter, un- 
lefs he will confent to live on the mountain, and cultivate 
his ground* When his plantation is put in order, ho 
carries die delinquent home, abandons him to all the 
fiigffeftions of defpotick rage, and accepts a reward for 
h\sbdHi/iy. The unhappy wretch is chained, fcourged, 
tortured ^ and all this, becaufe he obeyed the dire£lionsof 
nature, and wanted to be free. And who is there, that 
would not have done the iame thing, in die £ime fitua* 
tion ? Who is there, that has once known the charms of 
liberty, that would not fly from defpotifm ? And yet, by 
the impious laws of the receivers^ the * abfence of fix 
months from the la(h of tyranny is ' ■ »death. 

But this law is even mild, wnen compared with anodier 
againft the lame offence, which was in force fome time 
ago, and vAAch I fear is even now in force, in fome of 
thofe colonies which this account of the treatment com-* 
prebends. Adverdfements have frequently appeared there, 
ofierine a reward for the apprehending of fugitive flavesf 
either mive or dead. The following inftance was given 
me by a perfon of unqueftionable veracity, under whofe 
own obfervadon it fell. As he was travelling in one qf 
the colonies alluded to, he obferved fome people in pur- 
fuit of a poor wretch, who was feeldng in the wilderne(fi 
an afylum from his labours. He heard the difcharge of a 
gun, and foon afterwards ftoppinj? at an houile for refrefli- 
ment, the head of die fugitive, ftill reeking with bloody 
was brought in and laid upon a table with exultation. 
The produdioa of fuch a trophy was the proof requind 
ly law to entide the heroes to their reward. Now reader 
determine if you can, who vircrt the moft execrable ; the 
rulers of die ftate in audiorixing murder, or the people in 
being bribed to commit it. 

* In thii cafey 1m !• cpnfideced at a trimiaal a|aSaft tlic ftate. Tlkt 
wuarjhal^ an officer anfwcring to our ihc'riffy fupcrintendt hit cxecutioOf 
and the raafler recctvet the value of the flare from the public treafury. 
I may obferve here* that in all ca£M where the delinquent it a criminal 
of the ftatct he it executed^ and hit value it received in tlie fame man« 
ner. He it tried and condemned by two or \i^sm Julticca of Ihc peace, 
and without any ijitenreation of ^jun* 

Tlu$ 
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This is one of the common confequences of that imiAoo 
derate ihare of labour, which is impofed upon them ; nor 
is that, which is the refult of a fcanty allowance of food^ 
lefs to be lamented. The wretched African is often fo 
deeply pierced by the excruciating fangs of hunger, as al- 
moft to be driven to defpair. What is he to do in fuch a 
trying fituation ? Let him apply to the receivers. Al^s ! 
the majefty of receiver/hip is too {acred for the appeal, and 
the intrufion would be ^tal. Thus attacked on the one 
hand, and (hut out from every poflibility uf relief on the 
other, he has only the choice of being ftarved, or of re- 
lieving his neceBities by taking a fmall portion of the fruits 
of his own labour. Horrid crime ! to be found eating the 
cane, which probably his own hands have planted, and to 
be eating it, becaufe his neceffitics were preffing 1 This 
crime, however, is of fuch a magnitude, as always to be 
accompanied with the whip ; and fo unmercifully has it 
been applied on fuch an occafion, as to have been the 
caufe, in wet weather, of the delinquent's death. But 
the fmart of: the whip has not been the only pain i/diich 
the wretched Africans have experienced. Any thing that 
paffion could feize, and convert into an inftrument of pu- 
nifhment, has been ufed ; and, horrid to relate ! the very 
knife has not been overlooked in the fit of phrenzy. Ears 
have been flit, eyes have been beaten out, and bones have 
been broken ; and fo frequently has this been the cafey 
that it has been a matter of conibuit lamentation with dif- 
interefted people, who out of curiofity have attended the 
* markets to which thefe unhappy people weekly refort, 
that they have not been able to turn their eyes on any 
group of them whatever, but they have beheld thefe inhu- 
man marks ofpaflion, defpotifm, and caprice. 

But thefe inflances of barbarity have not been able to 
deter them from fimilar proceedings. And indeed, how 
can it be expefted that they fhould f They have flill the 
lame appetite to be fatisfied as before, and to drive them 
to dcfperation. They creep out clandeflinely by nighty 
aiid go in fearch of fciod into their mafter's, or fome other 
neighbouring-plantation. But here they are almoft equally 

* ParticuUrly in Jamaica. Thefe obfeirationt were made by difiate* 
sefled people> who were there for three or four years during the late war^ 

fur^ 
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fiire of fuffering. The watchman, who will be puniflied 
himfelf, if he neglefts his duty, frequently (eizes them in 
the faft* No excufe or intreaty will avail j he muft pu^ 
nifh them for an example, and he muft punifli them, not 
with a ftick, nor with a whip, but with a cutlafs. Thus. 
it happens, that thefe unhappy flaves, if they are taken, 
are either fent away mangkd in a barbarous manner, or 
are killed upon the fpot. 

I may now mention the confequences of the feverity. 
The wretched Africans, daily fubjefted to the lafh, and 
unmercifully whipt and beaten on every trifling occafion, 
have been found to refift their oppofers. Unpardonable 
crime ? that they (hould have the feelings of nature ! that 
their breafts fhould glow with refentment on an injury ! 
that they (hould be fo far overcome, as to refift thofe, 
whom they are under no ohligations to obey^ and whofe only 
title to their fervices confifts in a violation of the rights of 
men ! What has been the confequence ? — But here let me 
(pare the feelings of the reader, (I wi(h I could fpare my 
own) and let me only fay, without a recital of the cruel- 
ty, that they have been murdered at the difcretion of their 
mafters. For let the reader obferve, that the life of an 
African is only valued at a price, that would fcarcely pur- 
chafe an horfe ; that the mafter has a power of murdering 
his (lave, if he pays but a trifling fine ; and that the mur- 
der muft be attended with uncommon circumftances of 
horrour, if it even produces an inquiry. 

Immortal Alfred ! father of our invaluable conftitution ! 
parent of the civil bleflings we enjoy ! how ought thy 
laws to excite our lov6 and veneration, who haft forbidden 
usjjthy pofterity, to tremble at the frown of tyrants ! How 
ought they to perpetuate thy name, as venerable, to the 
remoteft ages, who has fecured, even to the meaneft fer- 
vant, a fair and impartial trial ! How much does nature 
approve thy laws, as confiftent with her own feefings, 
while (he abfolutely turns pale, trembles, and recoils, at 
the inftitutions of thefe receivers ! Execrable men ! you 
do not murder the horfe, on vrfiich you only ride ; you do 
not mutilate the cow, which only affords you her milk ; 
you do not torture the dog, which is but a partial fervant 
of your pleafuros : but th^e unfortunate men, from whom 

you 
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you derive your very pleafures and your fortunes^ yott 
torture, mutilate, murder at difcretion ! Sleep then you 
receivtrsj if you can, while you fcarccly allow thcfe un- 
fortunate people to reft at all ! Fcaft if you can, and in* 
dulge your genius, while you daily apply to thefe unfbr* 
lunate people the flings of (everity and hunger ! Exult in 
riches, at which even avarice ought to ihudder^ and which 
humanity muft deteft ! 



CHAP, VI. 

Some people may fuppofe, from the melancholy ac^ 
cmmt^at has been given in the preceding chapter, that 
I nave been abfolutely dealing in romance i that the fcene 
exhibited is ratlier a dreary piSure of the imagination, 
dian a representation of fadt. Would to heaven, for the 
honour of human nature, that this were really the cafe I 
I wifh I could fay, that I had ho teftimony to produce for 
any of my ailertions, and that my defcription of the gene* 
xal treatment of flaves has been greatly exaggerated. 

But the receiversj notwithftanding the ample and difin* 
terefted evidence, that can be brought on the occafion^ 
do not admit the defcription to be true. They (ay firft, 
^ That if the flavcry were fuch as has been now repre- 
^ fented, no human being could poffibly fupport it long." 
Melancholy truth ! the wretched Africans generally pe« 
ri(h in their prime. They neither do, nor can, fupport 
it long. Let the nceivers but refled: upon the prodigious 
iiipplies that are annually required, (all of which would be 
unneceflary were they treated well) and their argument 
will be nothing le(s than a confeffion, that the ilavery has 
been juftly depidled. 

They appeal next to every man's own reaibn, and de- 
Cre him to think ferioufly, whether ^^ felf-intereft will not 
^ always reftrain the mafter from a6h of cruelty to the 
^' (lave, and whether fuch accounts therefore, as the JTore- 
^ going, do not contain within themfelves, their own refii<« 
** tation." lanfwer, "No*" For if this reftraining prin- 
ciple be as powerful as it is imagined, why does not the 
general condu^ of mta afford us a better pi^bare ? What 

is 
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IS imprudence, or what is vice, but a departure from every 
man's own intereft, and yet thefe are the charadterifticks of 
more dian half the world ?— 

—But, to come more clofely to the prefent cafe, felf* 
intereft will be found but a weak barrier againft the fallies 
oi pajjion : particularly where it has been daily indulged in 
its greateft latitude^ and there are no laws to reftrain its 
calamitous efFcfts. If the obfervation be true, that paflion 
is a {hort madnefs, then it is evident that felf-intereft, and 
every other confideration, muft be loft, fo long as it con- 
tinues. We cannot have a ftronger inftance of this, than 
in a circumftance related in the fecond part of this eflay, 
*' that though the Africans have gone to war for the ex^ 
prefs purpofe of procuring flaves, yet fo great has been their 
refentment at the refiftance they have frequently found, 
that their paffion has entirely gotten the. better of their /«- 
iere/iy and they have murdered all without any difcrimina- 
tion, either of age or fex." Such may be prefumed to be 
the cafe with the no lefs favage receivers. Imprefled with 
the moft haughty and tyrannical notions, eafily provoked, 
accuftomed to indulge their anger, and, above all, habitu^ 
ated to fcenes of cruelty, and unawed by the fear of laws, 
they will hardly be found to be exempt from the common 
failings of human nature, and to fpare an unlucky Have, 
at a time when men of cooler temper, and better regulated 
paffions, are fo frequently blind to their own intereft. 

But iipajjion may befuppofed to be generally more than 
a balance for intereft^ how muft the fcale be turned in fa- 
vour of the melancholy pi(9:ure exhibited, when we reflecSl 
t\\?xJeIf-prefervation additionally fteps in, and demands the 
moft rigorous feverity ? For when we confider that where 
there is one mafter, there are fifty flaves ; that the latter 
have been all forcibly torn from their country, and are re- 
tained in their prefent fituation by violence ; that they arc 
perpetually at war in their hearts with their opprefTors, and 
are continually cheriftiing the feeds of revenge ; it is evi* 
dent that even avariee herfelf, however cool and deliberate, 
however free from paflion and caprice, muft facrifice her 
own fordid feelings, and adopt a fyftem of tyranny and op- 
preilion, which it muft be ruinous to purfue. 

H Thus 
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Thus then, if no piSure had been drawn of the iitua-* 
tion of flaves, and it had been left folely to every man's 
fobcr judgment to determine what it might probably be^ 
he would conclude, that if the fituation were juftly defcrib-» 
ed, the page muft be frequently ftained with a6b of un- 
common cruelty. 

It remains only to make a reply to an obje£Hon, that 
is ufually advanced agalnft particular inftances of cruelty 
to (laves, as recorded by various writers. It is faid diat 
*' fome of thefe are fo inconceivably^ and beyond all ex- 
** ample inhuman, that their very excefs above the com- 
*' mon meafure of cruelty fhews them at once exaggerat- 
** ed and incredible.** But their credibility Ihall be efti- 
mated by a fuppofition. I will fuppofe that the following 
inftance had been recorded by a writer of the )&/^A^ repu- 
tation, ^' that the mailer of a (hip, bound to the weftern 
'* colonies with (laves, on a prefumption that many of 
'' them would die, fele£led an hundred and thirty-two of 
** the moft (ickly, and ordered them to be thrown into the 
*' fea, to recover their value from the infurers, and, above 
" all, that the fatal order was put into execution/* What 
would the reader have thought on the occafion ? Would 
he have believed the fadi ? It would have furely ftaggered 
his faith ; becaufe he could never have heard that any one 
man ever was, and could never have fuppofed that any 
one man ever could be, guilty of the murder of fuch a num- 
ber of his fellow creatures. But when he is informed that 
fuch a faft as this came before * a court of juftice in this 
very country ; that it is incontrovertibly true > that it hap- 
pened within the laft five years ; that hundreds can come 
and fay, that they heard the melancholy evidence with 
tears ; what bounds is he to place to his belief? The great 
God, who looks down upon all his creatures with the fame 
impartial eye, feems to have infatuated the parties con- 
cerned, that they might bring the horrid circumftance to 
light, that it might be recorded in the annals of a publick 
court, as an authentick fpecimen of the treatment which 
the unfortunate Africans undergo, and at the fame time, 

* The aflion was brought by the owners agalnft the underwriters, tt 
lecever the value of the murdered flares* It was tried at Guildhall. 

as 
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lis an argument to fhew, that there is no fpecies of cruelty, 
diat is recorded to have ben excrcifed upon thefe wretch- 
ed people, fo enormous that it may not readily be believed* 



CHAP. VIL 

If the treatment then, as before defcribed, is confirmed 
by reafon, and the great credit that is due to difinterefted 
Writers on the fubjedt ; if the linfortunate Africans are 
ufed, as if their flefli were ftone, and their vitals brafs ; by 
what arguments do you receivers defend your conduft ? 

You fay that a great part of your favage treatment con- 
iifts in punilhment for real offences, and frequently foi* 
fiich ofiences, as all civilized nations have concurred in 
punifliing. The firft charge that you exhibit againft them 
is fpecifick, it is that of thefi. But how much rather 
ought you receivers to blufh, who reduce them to fuch a 
fituation ! who reduce them to the dreadful alternative, 
that they muft either Jieal or perijh ! How much rather 
ought you receivers to be confidered as robbers yourfelves, 
who caufe thefe unfortunate people to h^Jiolen ! And how 
much greater is your crime, who are robbers of human 
liberty ! 

The next charge, which you exhibit againft them, 19 
general, it is that of rebellion 5 a crime of fuch a latitude, 
that you can impofe it upon almoft every aftion, and of 
fuch a nature, that you always annex to it the moft ex- 
cruciating pain. But what a contradiction is this to com- 
mon fenfe ! Have the wretched Africans formally refigned 
their freedom ? Have you any other claim upon their obe- 
dience, than that of force ? If then they are your fubje6ts, 
you violate the laws of government, by making them un- 
happy. But if they are not your fubjefts, then, even 
though they {hould refift your proceedings, they are not 
rebellious. 

But what do you fay to that long catalogue of offences, 
which you punifh, and of which no people but yourfelves 
take cognizance at all ? You fay that the wifdom of legi- 
flation has infer ted it in the colonial laws, and that you 
punifh by authority. But do you allude to that execrable 

H 2 code. 
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code, that auihorifes murder ? that tempts an unoffendod 
perfon to kill the flave, that abhors and flies your fervice? 
that delegates a power, which no hoft of men, which not 
all the world, can poflefs ?■ 

Or, — What do you fay to that daily unmerited feverity, 
which you confider only as common difcipline ? Here you 
fay that the Africans are vicious, that they are all of them 
ill-difpofed, that you muft of neceiEty be fevere. But can 
they be well-difpofed to their oppreflbrs ? In their own 
country they were juft, generous, hofpitable: qualities, 
which all the African hiilorians allow them eminently to 
poflefs. If then they are vicious, they muft have contrad- 
ed many of their vices from yourfelves ; and as to their 
own native vices, if any have been imported with them, 
are they not amiable, when compared with yours ? 

Thus then do the excufes, which have been hitherto 
made by the receivers^ force a relation of fuch circum- 
ftances, as makes their conduft totally inexcufable, and, 
inftead of diminifhing at all, highly aggravates their 
guilt. 



CHAP. VIII. 

I come now to that other fyftem of reafoning, which is 
always applied, when the former is confuted ; '' that the 
*' Africans are an inferiour link of the chain of nature, 
*' and are made for flavery.*' 

This aflertion is proved by two arguments ; the firft of 
which was advanced alfo by the ancients, and is drawn 
from the inferiority of their capacities. 
• Let us allow then for a moment, that they appear to 
have no parts, that they appear to be void of underftand- 
ing. And is this wonderful, when you receivers deprefe 
their fenfes by hunger ? Is this wonderful, when by incef- 
fant labour, the continual application of the lafh, and the 
moft inhuman treatment that imagination can devife, you 
overwhelm their genius, and hinder it from breaking 
forth ?— No,— You confound their abilities by the feverity 
of their fervitude : for as a fpark of fire, if crufhed by too 
j^reat a weight of incumbent fuel, cannot be blown into a 

flame. 
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fame, but fuddenly expires, fo the human mind, if depreflT- 
cd by rigorous fervitude, cannot be excited to a difplay of 
thofe faculties, which might otherwife have {hone with the 
brighteft luftre. 

Neither is it wonderful in another point of view. For 
what is it that awakens the abilities of men, and diftin- 
guifhes them from the common herd ? Is it not often the 
amiable hope of becoming ferviceable to individuals, or 
the ftate ? Is it not often the hope of riches, or of power ? 
Is it not frequently the hope of temporary honours, or a 
lafting fame ? Thefe principles have all a wonderful efteft 
upon the mind. They call upon it to exert its faculties, 
and bring thofe talents to the publick view, which had 
otherwife been concealed. But the unfortunate Africans 
have no fuch incitements as thefe, that they (hould fliew 
their genius. They have no hope of riches, power, ho- 
nours, fame. They have no hope but this, that their 
miferies will be foon terminated by death. 

And here may be cenfureJ and expofed, the murmur- 
ings of the unthinking and the gay ; who, going on in a 
continual round of pleafure and profperity, repine at the 
will of Providence, as exhibited in the fhortnefs of human 
duration. But let a weak and infirm old age overtake 
them 5 let them experience calamities ; let them feel but 
half the miferies which the wretched Africans undergo; and 
tiiey will praife thegoodnefs of Providence, who hath made 
them mortal, who hath prefcribed certain ordinary bounds 
to the life of man, and who, by fuch a limitation, hath 
given all men this comfortable hope, that however perfe- 
cuted in life, a time will come in the common courfe of 
nature, when their fufFerings will have an end. 

Such then is the nature of this fervitude, that we can 
hardly expeft to find in thofe, who undergo it, even the 

SHmpfe of genius. For if their minds are in a continual 
ate of depreffion, and if they have no expe6lations in life 
to awaken their abilities and make them eminent, we can- 
not be furprized if a fullen gloomy ftupidity {hould be the 
leading mark in their character; or if they {hould appear 
inferiour to thofe, who do not only enjoy the invaluable 
blefSngs of freedom, but have every profpedt before their 
eyes, that can allure them to exert their faculties. Now, 
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if to thefc confiderations we add, that many of the wretch-^ 
ed Africans are torn from their country in a ftate of nature, 
and that in general, as long as their flavery continues, every 
obftacle is placed in the way of their improvement, wo 
ihall have a fufiicient anfwer to any argument that may be 
drawn from the inferiority of their capacities. 

It appears then, from the circumftances that have been 
mentioned, that to form a true judgment of the abilities of 
thefe unfortunate people, we muft either take a general 
view of them before their flavery commences, or confine 
our attention to fuch,as, after it has commenced, have had 
any opportunity given them of fliewing their genius either 
in arts or letters. If, upon fuch a fair and impartial 
view, there (hould be any reafon to fuppofe, that they are at 
all inferiour to others in the fame fituation, the argument 
will then gain fome of that weight and importance, which 
it wants at prefent. 

In their own country, where we are to fee them firftj 
we muft expe6t that the profpedl will be unfavourable. 
They are moftly in a favage ftate. Their powers of mind 
are limited to few obje<Ss, Their ideas are confequently 
few. It appears, however, that they follow the fame mode 
of life, and exercife the fame arts, as the anceftors of thofc 
very Europeans, who boaft of their great fuperiority, are 
defcribed to have done in the fame uncultivated ftate. 
'I'his appears from the Nubian's Geography, the writings 
of Leo the Moor, and all the fubfequent hiftories, which 
thofe, who have vifited the African continent, have written 
from their own infpeftion. Hence three conclufions ; 
that their abilities are fufEcient for their fituation ; — that 
they are as great, as thofe of other people have been, in the 
fame ftate of fociety j^-^and that they are as great as thofe 
of any civilized people whatever, when the degree of the 
barbarifm of the one is drawn into a comparifon with that 
of the civilization of the other. 

Let us now follow them to the colonies. They are car-* 
ried over in the unfavourable fituation defcribed. It is ob^ 
ferved here, that though their abilities cannot be eftimated 
high from a want of cultivation, they are yet various, and 
that they vary in proportion as the nation, from which they 
have been brought^ has advanced more or lefs in the fcale 

of 



OF THE Human Species* 1x9 

of fecial life. This obfcrvation, which is fo frequently 
made, is of great importance : for if their abilities expand 
in proportion to the improvement of the ftate, it is a clear 
indication, that if they were equally improved, they would 
be equally ingenious* 

But here, before I confider any opportunities that may 
be afforded them, let it be remembered that even their molt 
polifhed iituation may be called barbarous, and that this 
circumftance, fhould they appear lefs docile than others^ 
may be confidered as a fufficient anfwer to any objection 
that may be made to their capacities. Notwithftanding 
this, when they are put to the mechanical arts, they do not 
difcover a want of ingenuity. They attain them in as 
(hort a time as the Europeans, and arrive at a degree of ex- 
cellence equal to that of their teachers. This is a fadl 
almoft univerfally known, and affords us this proof, that 
having learned with facility fuch of the mechanical arts as 
they have been taught, they are capable of attaining any 
other, at leafl, of the fame clafs, if they fhould receive but 
the fame inflruftion. 

With refpefl: to the liberal arts, their proficiency is cer- 
tainly lefs ; but not lefs in proportion to their time and op- 
portunity of fhidy ; not lefs, becaufe they are lefs capable 
of attaining them, but becaufe they have feldom or ever 
an opportunity of learning them at all. It is yet extraor- 
dinary that their talents appear, even in fome of thefe fci- 
ences, in which they are totally uninflrufted. Their abi- 
lities in mufick are fuch, as to have been generally noticed. 
They play frequently upon a variety of inflruments, witli- 
out any other affiflance than their own ingenuity. They 
have alfo tunes of their own compofition. Some of thefe 
have been imported among us, are now in ufe, and arc 
admired for their fprightlinefs and eafe, though the unge- 
nerous and prejudiced importer has concealed their ori- 
ginal. 

Neither are their talents in poetry lefs confpicuous. 
Every occurrence, if their fpirits are not too greatly de- 
prefled, is turned into a fong. Thefe fongs are faid to be 
incoherent and nonfenfical. But this proceeds principally 
from two caufes, an improper conjuncSion of words, arifing 
from an ignorance of the language in which they compofe ; 
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and a wildncfs of thought, arifing from the different man-* 
ner, in which the organs of rude and civilized people will 
be ftruck by the fame objeft. And as to their want of 
harmony and rhyme, which is the laft objeSlon, the differ- 
ence orpronounciation is the caufe. Upon the whole, as 
they are perfeilly confiftent with their own ideas, and are 
ftricStly mufical as pronounced by themfelves, they afibrd 
us as high a proof of their poetical powers, as the works of 
the moft acknowledged poets. 

But where thefe impediments have been removed, where 
they have received an education, and have known and 
pronounced the language with propriety, thefe defecSs have 
vanifhed, and their produdions have been lefs objeftion- 
able. For a proof of this, I appeal to the writings of an * 
African girl, who made no contemptible appearance in 
this fpecies of compofition. She was kidnapped when only 
eight years old, and, in the year 1761, was traniported to 
America, where (he was fold with other (laves. She had 
no fchool education there, but receiving fome little in- 
ftruftion from the family, with whom fhewas fo fortunate- 
as to live, (he obtained fuch a knowledge of the Englifh 
language within fixteen months from the time of her arri- 
val, as to be able to fpeak it and read it to the aftonifliment 
ofthofe who heard her. She foon afterwards learned to 
write, and, having a great inclination to learn the Latin 
tongue, fhe was indulged by her mailer, and made a pro- 
grels. Her poetical works were publifhed with his per^ 
miflion, in the year 1773. They contain thirty-eight pieces 
on different fubjefts. I fliall beg leave to make a fliort ex- 
tra£l from two or three of them, for the obfervation of the 
reader. 

• Phillis Whcatley, negroe flavc to Mr. John "Whcatley> of Bofton, i^ 

Ncw-£ngland, 
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♦ From an Hymn to the Evening. 

" Fiird with the praife of him who gives the ligh^ 

^ And draws the fable curtains of the night, 

*' Let placid flumbers footh each weary mind, 

*^ At morn to wake more heav'nly and refin'd ; 

** So fhall the labours of the day begin, 

** More pure and guarded from the fiiares of fin. 

■ ' ■ &C. &Ct 



From an Hymn to the Morning. 

^^ Aurora hail ! and all the thoufand dyes, 

** That deck thy progrefs through the vaulted fkics ! 

♦* The morn awakes, and wide extends her rays, 

** On ev'ry leaf the gentle zephyr plays. 

** Harmonious lays the feathered race refume, 

^^ Dart the bright eye, and fhake the painted plume. 

* ■ ■ ■ &c. &c. 



* Left It ihould be doubted whether thefe Poems are genuine, we (hall 
tranfcribe the names of thofe> who iigned a certificate of their authen- 
ticity* 

His Excellency Thomas Hutchinfon, Governor^ 

The Honourable Andrew Oliver, Lieutenant Governor* 



The Hon. Thomas Hubbard 
The Hon. John Erving 
The Hon. James Pitts 
The Hon. Harrifon Giay 
The Hon. James Bowdoin 
John Hancock, Efq. 
Jofeph Green, Efq- 
Richard Carey, Ef^* 



The Rev. Cha. Chauncy, D.D* 
The Rev. Mather Byles, D.D. 
The Rev. Ed. Pemberton, D. D, 
The Rev. Andrew Elliot, D. D. 
The Rev. Sam. Cooper, D. D« 
The Rev. Samuel Mather 
The Rev. John Moorhead 
Mr. John Wheatley, her Mailer 
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From Thoughts on Imagination • 

** Now here, now there, the roving fancy flies, 
** Till fame lovM objeft ftrikes her wand'ring eycs,^ 
** Whofe filken fetters all the fenfes bind, 
** And foft captivity involves the mind* 

** Imagination / who can fing thy force, 

•* Or who defcribe the fwiftnefs of thy courfe ? 

•* Soaring through air to find the bright abode, 

•* Th' empyreal palace of the thund'ring God, 

•' We on thy pinions can furpafs the wind, 

** And leave the rolling univerfe behind : 

•* From ftar to ftar the mental opticks rove, 

•' Mcafure the fkies, and range the realms above. 

^ There in one view we grafp the mighty whole, 

^ Or with new worlds amaze th' unbounded foid. 

w ■' ■ &C. &C. 



Such is the poetry which I produce as a proof of my a& 
fertions. How far it has fucceeded, the reader may by 
this time have determined in his own mind. I (hall there- 
fore only beg leave to accompany it with this obfervation, 
that if the authorefs was defigned for Jlavery^ (as the argu- 
irient muft confefs) the greater part of the inhabitants of 
Britain muft lofe their claim to freedom. 

To this poetry I fliall add, as a farther proof of their abili- 
ties, the Profe compofitions of Ignatius Sancho, who receiv- 
ed fome little education. His letters are too vrell known, to 
make any extrad, or indeed any fartlier mention of him, 
neceilary. If other examples of African genius (hould be 
required, fufEce it to fay, that they can be produced in 
abundance ; and that if I were allowed to enumerate in- 
ftances of African gratitude, patience, fidelity, honour, as 
fo many inftances of good fenfe, and a found underftand- 
ing, I fear that thoufands of the enlightened Europeans 
would have occafion to blulh. 

But 



OF THE HUMANT SPECIES^ I23 

But an ob}e£tion will be made here, that the two per* 
fens whom 1 have particularized by name, are prodigies, 
and that if we were to live for many years, we fhould 
fcarcely meet with two other Africans of the feme defcrip^ 
tion. But I reply, that confidering their fituation as be-» 
fore defcribed, two perfons, above mediocrity in the lite- 
rary way, are as many as can be expe£bed within a certaia 
period of years ; and farther, that if thefe are prodigies, 
they are only fuch prodigies as every day would produce, 
if they had the fame opportunities of acquiring knowledge 
as other people, and the fame expeditions in life to excite 
their genius. This has been conftantly and folemnly aC- 
ferted by the pious Benezet,* whom I have mentioned be- 
fore, as having devoted a confiderable part of his time to 
their inftruSion. This great man, for I cannot but men- 
tion him with veneration, had a better opportunity of 
knowing them than any perfon whatever, and he always 
uniformly declared, that he could never find a difference 
between their capacities and thofe of other people; that 
they were as capable of reafoning as any individual Euro- 
ropeans ; that they were as capable of the higheft intel- 
lectual attainments ; in fhort, that their abilities were e- 
qual, and that they only wanted to be equally cultivated, 
to afford fpecimens of as fine productions. 

I have hitherto been confining myfelf to the colonial 
AfricanSj'having taken a view of diem in their two differ- 
ent fituations, that is, both before and after their flavcry 
had commenced. I muft now remark, that the great 
bulk of thofe, that are annually fliipped to the colonies, 
confifts of fuch as come from the inland parts, and who 
are in a lefs improved ftate than thofe that are fettled upon 
the coaft. It is but juft therefore, that I fhould confider 
the latter, whofe fituation is more refpecSable. 

It appears that many of the arts are carried by thefe to 
great perfedlion. On feveral parts of the coaft they are 
good mechanicks, working trinkets of various . forts in 
gold, and executing their work with great ingenuity and 
taile. 

♦ In the Preface; 

They 
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They work upon iron with equal, if not with greater 
dexterity. Their bar-iron is purchafed of the Europeans, 
Of this they make cutlaffes, die heads of fpears and lan- 
ces, and ornament them with fcollops and figures, in a 
neat and fymmetrical manner j going beyond the work- 
men in our own villages, and equalling thofe in fuch of 
our towns, as are not deemed manufaSuring, 

They weave alfo with great dexterity and exaflnefs both 
grafs and cotton. The blades of the former, which grow 
to a great length, are firft dyed, fome of them of a black, 
others of a red, and others of a yellow colour. They are 
then fo difpofed, as to make an agreeable variety in their 
appearance. This being done, they are worked up into 
matts and aprons of a yard fquare, and refemblc the 
Scotch plaid. 

There is alfo a filk grafs, which they manufaSure with 
great neatnefs and tafte, and which always commands the 
attention of thofe, to whom any fpecimen of it is (hewni 

But their cotton cloths are particularly to be admired, 
Thefe are made on all parts of the coaft, and arc of their 
native white, or dyed. The colours conspicuous in the 
latter, are either yellow, green, blue, or pink ; and they 
are always laid on in ftripes, the Africans not having yet 
arrived at the art of expreffing figures upon cloth. The 
looms (if I may fo call them), upon which thefe cloths are 
manufadured, are about fix inches broad, fo that to make 
a piece of a yard wide, fix of thefe breadths muft be fewn 
together. Many of the cloths, made at Whydah and Be- 
nin, are worked in fuch a mafterly manner, as not to be 
exceeded by the fineft artifts in Europe. 

To enumerate the different mechanical arts, which are 
praftifed by the natives of Africa on their own continent, 
would be now unneceffary, fince to exercife thofe, which 
have been mentioned, fome abilities are required. It will, 
therefore, be fufficient to add on this head, that they never 
learned them of the Europeans ; that they are fuch as 
their own native ingenuity fuggefted ; but that the Euro- 
peans, on the other hand, have confidered their cloths as 
lb beautiful, as to have adopted them for patterns. 

Though I have mentioned fuch of their native attain- 
ments, as have eftablifhed their capacities beyond a doubt, 

yel 
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yet it would be unpardonable to omit Tome others, which| 
oeing of a more intelle<ftual nature, muft (hew them in a 
yet more favourable light. 

It is aftonifhing with what facility the African brokers 
reckon up the exchange of European goods for flaves. 
One of thefe brokers has perhaps ten flaves to fell, and 
for each of thefe he demands ten different articles. He 
reduces them immediately by the head into barsj coppers, 
ounces, according to the medium of exchange that pre- 
vails in the part of the country in which he refides, and 
immediately flrikes the balance. 

The European, on the other hand, takes his pen, and 
with great deliberation, and with all the advantages of 
arithmetick and letters, begins to eftimate alfo. He is fo 
unfortunate often, as to make a miftake ; but he no fooner 
errs, than he is dete£):ed by this man of inferiour capacity, 
whom he can neither deceive in the name or quality of his 
goods, nor in the balance of his account. Inilances of 
this kind are very frequent : and it is now the general 
complaint of the captains fent upon the coafl, that the 
African brokers are fo nice in their calculations, that thejr 
can fcarcely come off with a decent bargain. 

I prefume that inftances of this kind will be received as 
proofs of the exiftence of their underflandings, all arith- 
metical calculations being operations of the mind. There 
are others however of equal, if not of greater weight, to 
the point in queftion. 

On thofe parts of the coaft, which are the greateft mar- 
kets for flaves, many Africans refide, who a£l as inter- 
preters to the (hips. Thefe, by great induftry and perfe- 
verance, have made themfelves matters of two or three of 
the languages of the country, and of the language of thofe 
Europeans, with whom they are moft conne<Sted in trade. 
This capacity of learning, and of converfmg in other lan- 
guages, is clearly a proof of the exiflence of refledlion, of 
a nice difcrimination, and of fuch other qualities and pow- 
ers as are afcribeable to human beings alone. 

I muft not forget here, that feveral of the African trad- 
ers, or great men, are not unacquainted with letters. This 
is particularly the cafe at Bonny and Calabar, where they 
not only fpeak the Engliih language with fluency, but 

write 
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write it. TTicfc traders fend letters repeatedly to the 
merchants here, ftating the fituation of the markets, the 
goods which they would wifli to be fent out to them the 
next voyage, the number of flaves which they expefl: to 
receive by that time, and fuch other particulars, as might 
be expeded from one merchant to another. Thefe letters 
are always legible, void of ambiguity, and eafy to be un- 
derftood. Tney contain of courfe, fufficient arguments 
to (hew, that they are as capable of condu£i:ing trade, and 
poffefs as good an underftanding as thofe to whom they 
write. I will not fay that they exhibit marks of an equal 
erudition. 

Thus then does It appear from the inftances diat have 
been produced, and the obfervations that have been made 
on the occafion, that if the minds of the Africans were 
unbroken by flavery, if they had the feme expeftations in 
life as other people, and the fame opportunities of im- 
provement, either in the colonies or upon the coaft, they 
would be equal, in all the various branches of icience, to the 
Europeans, and that the argument that ftates them '^ to 
^^ be an inferiour link of the chain of nature, and defigned 
*' for fervitude," as far as it depends on the inferiority of 
their capacities^ is wholly malevolent and falfe.* 



CHAP. IX. 

The ilecond argument, by which it is attempted to be 
proved, ** that the Africans are an inferiour link of the 
** chain of nature, and are defigned for flavery," is drawn 
from colour^ and from thofe other marks, which diftin- 
guifh them from the inhabitants of Europe. 

To prove this with the greater facility, the receivers di- 
vide in opimon. Some of them contend that the Africans 
from thefe circumftances are the defcendants of f Cain ; 

* As to Mr. Hume^s aflTerttons with refpeA to Afncan capacity* I 

have paffed them over in filence* as they have been fo admirably refuted 

by the learned Dr. Beattie, in his EiTay on Truth* to which I refer the 

reader. The whole of this admirable refutation extends firom p.- 458* t9 
464. 

\ Genefif, ch. !▼• 15^ 

Others^ 



OF THE Human Species^ 127 

others, that they are the pofterlty of Ham ; and that as it 
was declared by divine infpiration, that thefe fhould be 
fervants to the reft of the world, fo they are defigned for 
ilavery -, and that the reducing of them to fuch a fituatioa 
is only the accomplifhment of the will of heaven : while 
the reft, conddering them from the fame circumftances as 
a totally diftindl fpecies of men, conclude them to be an 
inferiour link of the chain of nature, and deduce the infe- 
rence defcribed. 

To anfwer thefe arguments in the cleareft and fulleft 
manner, I am under the necei£ty of making two fuppoli- 
tions, firft, that the fcriptures are true; fecondly, that 
they are fidfe. 

If then the fcriptures are true, it is evident that the po- 
fterity of Cain were extinguilhed in the flood. Thus one 
of the arguments is no more« 

With refpeft to the curfe of Ham, it appears alfo that 
it was limited 'j that it did not extend to the pofterity cf 
all his fons, but only to the * defcendants of him who 
was called Canaan : by which it was foretold that the 
Canaanites, a part of the pofterity of Ham, fhould fervc 
the pofterity of Shem and Japhet« 

Now how does it appear that thefe wretched Africans 
are the defcendants of Canaan ?^— By thofe marks, it will 
be faid, which diftinguifti them from the reft of the world* 
«— But where are thefe marks to be found in the divine 
writings ? In what page is it faid, that the Canaanites 
were to be known by their colour^ their feature Sy their 
forTitf or the very hair of their heads^ which is brought 
into the account r — But alas ! fo far are the divine writ- 
ings from giving any fuch account, that they (hew die 
aflertion to be falfe. They fliew that the f defcendants of 
Cufli were of the colour, to which the advocates for ila- 
very allude ; and of courfe, that there was no fuch limi- 
tation of colour to the pofterity of Canaan, or the inheii- 
tors of the curfe. 

• Genefis, ch. ix. 15, 26, 17. 

\ Jeremiah fays, ch. xiii. 23, *' Can the Ethiopian change his c©- 
** lour, or the leopard his fpots f" Now the word, which is here tran- 
ilated Mtbiopian^ is in the original Hebrew •* the dcjcaidcyt of Ctjb,^ 
which ihews that this colour was not confined to the defcendanis of 
Canaan, as the advocate t for ilavery allert. 

Suppofe 
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Suppofe I fhould now (hew, upon the moft undehhhld 
evidence, * that thofe of the wretched Africans, who ar6 
iingled out as inheriting the curfe, are defcendants of CuQi 
or Phut ; and that I (hould (hew farther, that but a Angle 
remnant of Canaan, which was afterwards ruined, was 
ever in Africa at all.— Here all is confternation.— - ■ 

But unfortunately again for (he argument, though won- 
derfully for the confirmation that the fcriptures are of di- 
vine original, the whole prophecy has been completed'. 
A part of the defcendants of Canaan were hewers of wood 
and drawers of water, and became tributary and fubjeft 
to the Ifraelites, or the defcendants of Shem, The Greeks 
afterwards, as well as the Romans, who were both the 
defcendants of Japhet, not only fubdued thofe who were 
iettled in Syria and Paleftine, but purfued and conquered 
all fuch as were then remaining. 1'hefe were the Tyrians 
and Carthaginians : the former of whom were ruined by 

Alex- 

* It is very extraordinniy that the advocates for (lavery ihoald confider 
thofe Africans, whom they caU negroesi as the defcendants of Canaan^ 
when few hlftorical fadls can be fo well afcertainedi as that out of the 
defcendants of the four fons of Ham, the defcendants of Canaan were 
the only people, (if 1 except the Carthaginians, who were a colony of 
Canaan, and were afterwards ruined) who did not fettle in that quarter 
of the globe. Africa was incontrovcrtibly peopled by the pofterity of the 
three other fons. 1 cannot fliew this in a clearer manner, than in the 
words of the learned Mr. Bryant, in his letter to Mr. Granville Sharp 
on this fubjeA. 

** We learn from fcripture, that Ham had four fons, Cbusy Mixraim, 
<< Pbutf and Canaan, Gen. x 5, 6. Canaan occupied PaUJi'ine, and the 
<< country called by his name : Mixraim, Egypt : but Pbut ptffod deep 
into Afrtca, and, I believe, moft of the nations in that part of the world 
are defcended from him \ at leaft more than from any other perfon.** yo^ 
fepbus fays, " tbat Pbut was tbe founder of the nations in Libya, and tbe peo- 
<« pie iverefrom bim called ^«7o/ Pbuti,*" Antiq. L. i. c. 7. " By Lybia 
** he undcrftands, as the Greeks did, Africa in general; for the partictt- 
*' lar country called Lybia Proper, was peopled by the Luhim or Lebabim^ 
** one of the branches from mixraim, AsiCiiifA i| h AiCwc Chron. Paf- 
'< chale, p. 29* 

*« The fons of Pbut fettled in Mauritania, where was a country called 
" Pbutia, and a river of the like denomination. Mauritaniae Fluvius 
« ufque ad praefens Tempus Pbut dlcitur, omnifq^ circa eum Regio 
*• Pbutenfi, Hieron. Tradit. Hebroeae.*— Amnem, quem vocant F«/.** 
« Pliny, Lib. 5. c. i* Some of this family fettled above i^gypt, near 
<^ iSthiopia, and were ftyted Troglodytae. 4>tf^ t^ i« rpeiyXoitfleUm 
« Syncellus, p. 47. « Many of them palTed inland, and peopled the 
*f Mediterranean country.*' 

«< la 



Alisxander and the Greeks, the latter by Scipio and the 
komans. 

There was fomethihg fd reih^kable, and (b expreffive 
of the interpbfition of the Deity to accomplifh the words 
of his own mouth, in the cafe of the defcendants of Ja- 
jphet, that I cannot pafs it over in filehce. 

When Alexander went on his eaftern ' expedition, he 
had no thoughts of vifiting the city of Tyre, but his atten-* 
tion was wonderfully called to it by the following occur* 
rence. 

The Tyrlans having heard of his fame, and knowing 
that he was then on his march to perform new conquefts, 
were apprehenfive that, among other places^ he might 
Vifit Tyre. They therefore fent ambaffadors to him to 
prefent him with a crown of gold, and to congratulate 
him on the fuccefs of his arms, hoping by thefe means to 
conciliate his favour^ and to prevent his arrival in their 
city. 

Alexander was much pleafed with the prefent. He 
received the ambaffadors accordingly^ but told them that 
as the Tyrians had done him fo much honour, he could 
not do lefs than pay his vows to Hercules, and his re* 
fpefts to the citizens, in Tyre. 

This anfwer was of all others the moft diftrefHng, 
They little thought that their politenefs would have met 
with fo handfome a return. They therefore replied im- 

** In procefs of time the fons of tbuk alfo, (after their expalfion from 
*' Egypt) made fettlements upon the fea coaft of Africa^ and came into 
*' Mauritania, Hence we £nd traces of them alfo in the names of pla« 
<* ces, fuch as Cburis, Chufaresy upon the coaft : and a river Cbufay and 
'* a city CottOy together with a promontory, CotU^ in Mauntanla, all de« 
*^ nominated from Cn&ttx; who at different times, and by different peo* 
*^ pie, was called Chut, Cutby Cofhy and Qotii. The river Cufa is men- 
•^ tioned by P//«y, Lib. 5. c. i. and by Ptolomy, 

<* Many ages after thefe fettlements, there was another eruption of 
•< the Ci^tes into thefe parts, under the name of Saracens and Aloon^ 
*' who over-ran Africa, to the very extremity of Mount Atlas. They 
♦« paflcd over and conquered Spain to the north, and they extended 
*< themfelves fouthward, as I faid in my trcatife, to the rivers Senegal 
<< and Gemhia, and as low as the Gold Coaft, I mentioned this, becauffc 
<< I do not think that they proceeded much farther ^ moil of the nations 
*< to the foutb being, as I imagine, of the race of Pbut, The very 
** country upon the river Gambia on one fide, is at this day called Pbuta, 
<< of which Biuetf in his hiftory of Juba Bat Solomon, gives an account.*' 

I mediately^ 



130 On the Slavery anp Commerce 

mediately, that if he intended to pay his vows to Herca- 
les, he would do it with more propriety at old Tyre, 
where there was a much more ancient temple of Hercu- 
les, than that in their own city* 

Alexander now feeing the matter in its true light, that 
their congratulations had proceeded from felfifn views, 
arid that they had only been endeavouring to prevent him 
from viftting the place, was exceedingly irritated, and 
threatened to deftroy it immediately. 

To this little and unaccountable circumftance, which 
no human being could have ever forefeen to have been 
attended with fuch an event, is to be attributed the 
completion of the prophecy. For he never forgot his 
promife, but almoft inftantly put his army in motion, and 
advanced to the very walls. He befieged it for (even 
months, when he took it by ftorm, and configned the 
greateft part of the inhabitants to death, and the reft to 
Jlavery* 

But though the fate of the Tyrians was fuch, yet the 
defcendants of Canaan had not all of them undergone the 
curfe. A body of Tyrians, prior to this event, had found 
their way into Africa, and had built Carthage ; fo that 
thofe, with whom the prophecy had not yet been com- 
pleted, were fettled there. The divine vengeance how- 
ever purfued them to their new place of abode. Within 
two centuries after the deftruftion of Tyre, it was debated 
in the Roman fenate, whether Carthage fliould not utterly 
be deftroyed. The quettion was carried in the affirma- 
tive, and Carthage fell. 

That a heathen fenate fhould debate the queftion, and 
fliould at laft determine in fuch a manner as to complete a 
prophecy, is certainly a wonderful occurrence ; and to be 
attributed to a fuperintending po\ver, who can turn the 
hearts and thoughts of men to the accomplifliment of hig 
own word. 

It appears then that the fecond argument is wholly in- 
applicable and falfe : that it is falfe in its application^ be- 
caufe, thofe who were the objects of the curfe, were a to- 
tally diftindl people : that it is falfe in its proofs becaufe no 
fuch diltinguifhing marks, as have been fpecified, are to 
be found in. the divine writings; and that, if the proof 

could 
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could be made out, it would be now inapplicable^ as the 
curfe has been long completed. 

With refpeft to the third argument, I muft now fup- 
pofe that die fcriptures are falfe ; that mankind did not 
all ipring from the fame original ; that there are different 
fpecies of men. Now what muft we juftly conclude from 
fuch a fuppofition ? Muft we conclude that one fpecies is 
inferiour to another, and that the inferiority depends upon 
Hcitix coloury or their features, or their form f — No— We 
muft now confult the analogy of nature, and the conclu- 
lion will be this : " that as me tempered the bodies of the 
different fpecies of men in a different degree, to enable 
them to endure the refpeflive climates of their habitation, 
fo (he gave them a variety of colour and appearance with a 
like benevolent defign." 

To fum up the whole. If the fcriptures are true, it is 
evident that the poftcrity of Cain are no more ; that the 
curfe of Ham has been accomplifhed ; and that, as all 
men were derived from the fame ftock, fo this variety of 
appearance in men muft either have proceeded from fome 
interpofition of the Deity, or from a co-operation of cer- 
tain caufes, which have an effedl upon the human frame, 
and have the power of changing it more -or lefs from its 
primitive appearance, as they happen to be more or lefs 
numerous or powerful than thofe, which afted upon the 
frame of man in the firft feat of his habitation. If from 
the interpofition of the Deity, then we muft conclude that 
he, who bringcth good out of evil, produced it for their 
convenience. If, from the co-operation of the caufes be- 
fore related, what argument may not be found againft any 
fociety of men, who fhould happen to differ, in the points 
alluded to, from ourfelves ? 

If, on the other hand, the fcriptures are falfe, then it 
is evident, there was never fuch a perfon as Cain^ nor 
Ham, nor Canaan ; and that nature beftowed fuch co- 
lour, features, and form, upon the different fpecies of men, 
as were^beft adapted to their fituation. 

Thus, on which ever fuppofition it is founded, the 
whole argument muft fall. And indeed it is impoffible 
that it can ftand, even in the eye of common fenfe. For 
if you admit the form of men as a juftification of flavery, 

I 2 you 
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you may fubjugate your own brother 5 if features^ therf 
you muft quarrel with all the world : if colour^ where are 
you to ftop ? It is evident, that if vou travel from the 
equator to the northern pole, you will nnd a regular ♦ gra - 
dation of colour from black to white. Now if you can juftly 
take him for your flave, who is of the deepeft die, what hind- 
ers you from taking him alfo, who only differs from the 
former but by a fhade. Thus you may proceed, taking each 
In regular fucceffion to the poles. But who zreyouj that 
thus take into flavery fo many people ? Where do you live 
jourfelf? Do you live in Spain^ or in France^ or in Britain? 
If m either of thefe countries, take care left the whiter 
natives of the north fhould have a claim upon yourfelf. — 
But the argiunent is too ridiculous to be farmer no- 
ticed. 

Having now filenced the whole argument, I might im- 
mediately proceed to the difcuffion of other points, with- 
out even declaring my opinion as to which of the fuppofi* 
tions might be right, on which it has been refuted ; but I 
do not think myfelf at liberty to do this. Many of the 
prefent age would rejoice to nnd that the fcriptures had no 
foundation, and would anxioufly catch at the writings of 
him, who fhould mention them in a doubtful manner. I 
Ihall therefore declare my fentiments> by afTerting that they 
are true, and that all mankind, however various their ap- 
pearance, are derived from the fame ftock. 

To prove this, I fhall not produce thofe innumerable 
arguments^ by which the fcriptures have ftood the teft of 
ages, but advert to a fingle h.&.. It is an univerfal law> 
obfervable throughout the whole creation, that if two ani- 
mals of a different fpecies propagate^ their offspring is un- 
able to continue its own /pedes. By this admirable law, the 
difierent fpecies are preferved dulinft ; every poffibilitjr 
of confiifion is prevented, and the world is forbidden to 
be over-run by a race of monfters. Now, if we apply^ 
tfiis law to thole of the human kind, who are faid to be a 
diflinft fpecies from each other, it immediatdv fails. The 
mulattoe is as capable of continuing his own fpecies as his 

* i. e. In thofe inhabitants, who have been long fettled in their refped- 
If e placet of abode. 

fiufaer ; 



.: 1 



OF THE Human Species. 133 

father ; a clear and irrefragable proof, that the f fcrip- 
ture account of the creation is true, and that *' God, who 
** hath made the world, hath made of ♦ one blood all 
** the nations of men that dwell on all the face of the 
*« earth." 

But if this be the cafe, it will be faid that mankind 
were originally of one colour ; and it will be afked at the 
fame time, what it is probable that the colour was, and 
how they came to affume fo various an appearance ? To 
each of thefe I fhall make that reply, which I conceive to 
be the moft rational. 

As mankind were originally of the fame ftock, fo it is evi- 
dent that they were originaDy of the fame colour. But how 
(hall we attempt to afcertain it ? Shall we Englijhmen fay, 
that it was the fame as that which we find to be peculiar 
to ourfelves ? — No — This would be a vain and partial 
confideration, and would betray our judgment to have ari- 
fen from that falfe fondnefs, which habituates us to fup- 
pofe, that every thing belonging to ourfelves is the perfefteft 
and the beft. Add to this, that we fhould always be li- 
able to a juft reproof from every inhabitant of tne globe, 
whofe colour was different from our own ; becaufe he would 
jufUy fay, that he had as good a right to imagine that his 
ovm was the primitive colour, as that of any other peo- 
ple. 

How then fhall we attempt to afcertain it ? Shall we 
look into the various climates of the earth, fee the colour 
that generally prevails in the inhabitants of each, and ap- 
ply the rulef This will be certainly free from partiality, 

I 3 and 

-f When Amfrica was firft dlfcovered, it was thought by Tome) that the 
fcripture account of the creation was falfe, and that there were difFereat 
fpecies of men, becaufe they could never fuppofe that people, in fo rude 
a ftate as the Americans, could have tranfported themfelves to that con* 
tlnent from any parts of the known world. This opinion however wat 
refuted by the celebrated Captain Cooke, who ihewed that the trajeft 
between the continents of Afia and America, was as fliort as fome, which 
people in as rude a ftate have been adually known to pafs. This afForda 
an excellent caution againft an ill-judged and hafty cenfure of the divine 
writings, becaufe every difficulty which may be ftarted, cannot be in- 
ilantly cleared up, 

* The divine writings, which afl*ert that all men were derived from the 
fameftocky fliew alfo, in the fame inftance of C/^^ p. 1809 that feme of 
{beiQ had changed their original complexioa* 
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and will afFord us a better profpeft of fuccefs : for as 
every particular diftrift has its particular colour, fo it is 
evident that the complexion of Noah and his fons, from 
whom the reft of the world were defcended, was the fame 
as that, which is peculiar to the country which was the 
feat of their habitation. This, by fuch a mode of decilion, 
will be found a dark olive ; a beautiful colour, and a juft 
medium between white and black. That this was the pri- 
mitive colour, is highly probable from the obfervations that 
have been made ; and, if admitted, will afFord a valuable 
leflbn to the Europeans, to be cautious how diey deride 
thofe of the oppofite complexion, as there is great reafon 
to prefume, that the pureji * white is as far removed from 
the primitive colour as the deepejl black. 

I come now to the grand queftion, which is, that 
if mankind were originally of this or any other colour, how 
came it to pafs, that they ihould v/ear fo various an ap- 
pearance ? I reply, as I have had occafion to fay before, 
either by the interpofttion of the Deity \ ox by a co-operation 
of certain caufsy which have an effeSl upon the human 
frame ^ and have the power of changing it more or lefs from 
its primitive appearance^ as they are more or lefs numerous or 
powerful than thofe^ which aSiedupon the frame of man in 
the fir ft feat of his habitation. 

With refpeft to the Divine interpofition, two epochs 
have been affigned, when this difference of colour has 
been imagined to have been fo produced. The firft is 
that, which has been related, when the curfe was pro- 
nounced on a branch of the pofterity of Ham. But this 
argument has been already refuted ; for if the particular 
colour alluded to were affigned at this period, it was af-^ 
figned to the defcendants of Canaan^ to diftinguifh them 
from thofe of his other brothers, and was therefore limited 



* The following are the grand colours difcernible in mankind, betweeix 
Vrhich there are many fhades. 



White |- 1 Copper 

\ — OUvc— t 
Brown C J Black 
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Id the former. But the defcendants of * Cujh^ as I have 
fhewn before, partook of the fame colour ; a clear proof, 
that it was neither affigned to them on this occafion, nor 
at this period. 

The fecond epoch is that, when mankind were difperf- 
ed on the building of BaheL It has been thought, that 
both national features and colour might probably have been 
given them at this time, becaufe thefe would have aflifled 
the confufion of language, by caufing them to difperfe 
into tribes, and would have united more firmly the indi- 
viduals of each, after the difperfion had taken place. But 
this is improbable : firft, becaufe there is great reafon to 
prefume that Mofes, who has mentioned the confufion of 
language, would have mentioned thefe circumftances alfo, 
if they had actually contributed to bring about fo fingular 
an event ; fecondly, becaufe the confufion of language 
was fufficient of itfelf to have accompliflied this ; and we 
cannot fuppofe that the Deity could have done any thing 
in vain : and thirdly, becaufe, if mankind had been dif- 
perfed, each tribe in its peculiar hue, it is impoflible to 
conceive, that they could have wandered and fettled in 
fuch a manner, as to exhibit that regular gradation of co- 
lour from the equator to the poles, fo confpicuous at the 
prefent day. 

Thefe are the only periods, which there has been even 
the fhadow of a probability for affigning ; and we may 
therefore conclude that the preceding obfervations, toge- 
ther with fuch circumftances as will appear in the prefent 
chapter, will amount to a demonftration, that the dif- 
ference of colour was never caufed by any interpofition of 
the Deity, and that itmuft have proceeded therefore from 
that incidental co-operation of caufcs^ which has been be- 
fore related. 

What thefe caufes are, it is out of the power of human 
wifdom pofitively to aflert: there are fadls, however, 
which, if properly weighed and put together, will throw 
confiderable light upon the fubjeft. Thefe I fliall fubmit 
to the perufal of the reader, and fhall deduce from them 

* See note, p. 180. To this I may add, that the reft of the defcend- 
ants of Ham, as far as they can be traced, arc now alfo blacky as well 
as many of the defcendants ofSbem, 

I 4 fuch 
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fuch inferences only, as almoft every perfon wouU hav9 
made in his own mind, on their recital. 

The firft point, that occurs to be afcerta'med, is, 
« What part of the (kin is the feat of colour ?" The old 
$uiatomifts ufually divided the (kin into two parts, or lami- 
na ^ the exteriour and thinneft, called by the Greeks Bpi-'. 
dermis J by the Romans CuticuLrj and henc^ by us Cuticle i 
and the interiour, called by the former Dermay and by the 
latter Cutisj or true Jkin, Hence they muft necefiarily 
have fuppofed, that, as the truejkirk was in every refpedt 
the fame in all human fubjefts, however various their ex- 
ternal hue, fo the feat of colour muft have exifted in the 
Cuticle^ or upper furface. 

Malphigi, an eminent Italian phyfician of the laffc 
century, w?is the firft perfon who difcovered that the 
ikin was divided into three lamina, or parts -, the Cuticle^ 
tfie true Jkin^ and a certain coagulated fubftance fituated 
between both, which he diftinguKhed by the title of Mu^ 
^ofum Corpus \ a title retained by anatomifts to the prefentj 
day : which coagulated fubftance adhered fo firmly to the 
Cuticle^ as, in all former anatomical preparations, to have 
come ofF with it, and, from this circumftance, to have 
led the antient anatomifts to believe, that there were but 
two lamina, or divifible portions in the human (kin. 

This difcovery was fufficient to afcertain the point iri 
queftion: for it appeared afterwards that the Cutictcj 
when divided according to this difcovery from the other 
lamina, was femi-tranfparent ; that the cuticle of the 
blackeft negroe was of the fame tranfparency and co- 
lour, as that of the pureft white 5 and hence, the true 
Jkins of both being invariably the fame, that the mu-^ 
cofum corpus was die feat of colour. 

This has been ferther confirmed by all fubfequent 
anatomical experiments, by which it appears, that, what- 
ever is the colour of this intermediate coagulated fub-, 
ftance, nearly the fame is the apparent colour of the 
upper furfece of the (kin. Neither can it be otherwife|; 
for the Cuticle^ from its tranfparency, muft neceflaril'y 
tranfmit the colour of the fubftance beneath it, in the 
fame manner, though not in the fame degree, as the 
cornea tranfmjts the ^oIqw of the iris of the eye. This. 

tran(parency 
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tranfparency is a matter of ocular demonftration in 
white people. It is confpicuous in every blufli ; for 
no one can imagine, that the cuticle becomes red, as 
often as this happens j nor is it lefs difcoverable in the 
veins, which are fo eafy to be difcerned ; for no one can 
fuppofe, that the blue ftreaks, which are conftantly feen in 
the faireft complexions, are painted, as it were, on the 
furface of the upper fkin. From thefe, and a variety of other 
*obfervations, no maxim is more true in phyfiology, 
than that on the niucojum corpus depends the colour of the 
human body ; or in other words, that the mucofum corpus. 
being of a different colour in different inhabitants of the 
globe, and aj^arin^ through the cuticle or upper fur- 
race of the (kin, gives them that various appearance, 
which ftrikes us fo forcibly in contemplating the human 
yace. 

As this can be incontrovertibly afcertained, it is evi- 
dent, that whatever caufes co-operate in producing this 
different appearance, they produce it by acting upon the 
mucofum corpus^ which from the almoft incredible manner 
in which the f cuticle is perforated, is as acceflible as the 
cuticle itfelf, - Thefe caufes are probably thofe various 
qualities of things, which combined with the influence of 
the fun, contribute to form what we call climate. For 
when any perfon confiders, that all the mucous fubftance, 
before-mentioned, is found to vary in its colour, as the 
climates vary from the equator to the poles, his mind muft 
be inftantly ftruck with the hypothefis, and he muft adopt 
it without any hefitation, as the genuine caufe of the 
phenomenon. 

• Difeafes have a great efFeft upon the mucofum corpus ^ but particularly 
the jaundice, which turns it yellow. Hence, being ^tranfmittcd through 
the cuticle, the yellow appearance of the whole body. But this, even as 
a matter of ocular demonftration, is not confined folely to white people; 
negroes themfelves, while affe^led with thefe or other diforders, changing 
their black colour for that which the difeafe has conveyed to the mucous 
fubftance* 

•J- The cutaneous pores are fo exceffively fmall, that one grain of fand, 
(according to Dr. Lewenhoeck's calculations] would cover many hund- 
reds of them* 

This 
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This fzStj ♦ of the variation of the mucous fuhfiance ac* 
c$rding to the Jituation of the place^ has been clearly afcer- 
fained in the numerous anatomical experiments that have 
been made ; in which, fubje£i:s of all nations have come 
under confideration. The natives of many of the king- 
doms and ifles of AJia^ are found to have their corpus mu- 
cofum black. Thofe of Africa^ fituated near the line, of 
the fame colour. Thofe of the maritime parts of the fame 
continent, of a dulky brown, nearly approaching to it ; 
and the colour becomes lighter or darker in proportion 
as the diftance from the equator is either greater or lefs. 
The Europeans are the faireft inhabitants of the world. 
Thofe fituated in the moft fouthern regions of Europe^ 
have in their corpus mucofum tl tinge of the dark hue of their 
African neighbours ; hence the epidemic complexion, pre- 
valent among them, is nearly of the colour of the pickled 
Spanifh olive ; while in this country, and thofe fituated 
nearer the north pole, it appears to be almoft, if not abfo- 
lutely, white, 

Thefe arc fa<Ss \i4iich anatomy has eftablifhed ; and I 
acknowledge them to be fuch, that I cannot diveft m3^elf 
of the idea, that climate has a confiderable fhare in pro- 
ducing a difference of colour. Others, I know, have in- 
vented other hypothefes, but all of them have been in- 
ftantly refuted, as unable to explain the difficulties for 
which they were advanced, and as abfolutely contrary to 
fa£t : and the inventors themfelves have been obliged, al- 
mofl as foon as they have propofed them, to acknowledge 
them deficient. 

The only objeftion of any confequence, that has ever 
been made to the hypothcfis of climate, is this, that the 
people under the fame parnlkls are not exactly of the fame co- 
lour. But this is no objeftion in fa£l : for it does not fol- 
low that thofe countries, which are at an equal diflance 
from the equator, fhould have their climates the fame. 
Indeed nothing is more contrary to experience than this. 
Climate depends upon a variety of accidents. High 

* I do not mean to infinuate that the fame people have their cortiu 
nucffum fenfibly varied, as often as they go into another latitude, but tnat 
the fadV is true only of diftercnt peoplc> who have been long eftabliflied in 
difl'crent latitudes. 

mountains. 
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ntountaim, in the neighbourhood of a place, make it 
cooler, by chilling the air that is carried over them by 
the winds. Large fpreading fucculent plants, if among 
the produ^ions of the foil, have the fame effeft : they af- 
ford agreeable cooling fliades, and a moift atmofphere from 
their continual exhalations, by which the ardour of the 
fun is confiderable abated. While the foil, on the other 
hand, if of a fandy nature, retains the heat in an uncom- 
mon degree, and makes the fummers confiderably hotter 
than thofe which are found to exill in the fame latitude, 
where the foil is different. To this proximity of what ' 
Tjia.y be termed burning fands, and to the fulphurous and 
metallick particles which arc continualiy exhaling from 
the bowels of the earth, is afcribed the different degree 
ofblacknefs, by which fome African nations are di Si n- 
guiOiable from each other, though under the fame paral- 
lels. To thefe obfervations I may add, that though the- 
inhabitants of the fame parallel are not exadly of the fame 
hue, yet they differ only by fliades of the fame colour; 
or, to fpeak with more jirecifion, that there are no two 
people, in fuch a fituation, one of whom is white, and the 

other black. To fum up the whole Suppofe wc 

were to take a common globe ; to begin at the equator ; 
to paint every country along the meridian line in fucceffion ■ 
from thence to the poles ; and to paint them with the fame 
colour which prevails in the refpefllve inhabitants of each, 
we fliould fee the black, with which we had been obliged- 
to begin, infenfibly changing to an olive, and the olive» 
through as many intermediate colours, to a white : and 
if, on the other hand, we fhould complete any one of the ■ 
parallels according to the fame plan, we fhould fee a differ- 
ence perhaps in the appearance of fome of the countries 
through which it ran, though the difference would con- 
fift wholly in fliades of the feme colour. 

The argument therefore, which is brought againft the 
hypothefis, is fo far from being an objeiftion, that I fliall 
confider it as one of the firft arguments in its favour : for 
■ ■ if climate has really an influence on the mucous fubflance 
of the body, it is evident that we muft not only exped to 
fee a gradation of colour in the inhabitants from the 
equator 
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equator to the poles, but alfo * different fliades of the 
(ame colour in the inhabitants of the &me parallel. 

To this argument, I fhall add one that is incontroyefi* 
tible, ^hich is, that when the black inhabitants of Africa 
are tranfplanted to colder^ or the wbtte inhabitants of 
Europe to hotter climates, their children, horn there^ are 
of a different colour from themfelves\ that is lighter in the 
firft, and darker in the fecond inftance. 

As a proof of the firft, I (hall give the words of the 
Abbe Raynal, in his admired publication, f '^ The 
** children," fays he, •* which they, (die Africans) pro- 
*' create in America^ are not fo black as their parents were, 
•' After each generation the difference becomes more pal- 
'^ pable. It is poffible, that after a numerous fucceflion 
** of generations, the men come from Africa would not 
*' be diftinguifhed from tiiofe of the country, into which 
^ they may have been tranfplanted.'* 

This circumftance I have had the pleafure of hearing 
confirmed by a variety of perfons, who have been wit- 
nefics of die b&. \ but particularly by many H intelligent 
Africans, who have been parents themielves in America^ 
and who have declared that the difference is fo palpable in 
the northern provinces^ that not only they diemfelves have 
conftantly obferved it, but that they have heard it obferved 
by others. 

Neither is this variation in the children from die colour 
of their parents improbable. The children of the hlackejt 



* Suppofe we were to fee two nationQy contigqoos to each othery of 
black and white inhabitants in the fame parallel, even this would be no 
obje£Hon> for many circumftances are to be confidered. A black people 
may have wandered into a white, and a white people into a black latitude^ 
and they may not have been fettled there a fufhctent length of time for 
fuch a change to have been accompliihed in their complexion, as that 
they ihould be like the old eftabliihed inhabiunts of the parallel, inta 
which they have lately come. 

*!■ Juftamond*s Abbe Raynal, v. 5. p. v^%* 

II The author of this EfTay made it his bufinefs to inquire of the moft 
Intelligent of thofe, whom he could meet with in London, as to the 
authenticity of the fadi. All thofe from America afTuted him that it was 
&x\6dy true ) thofe from the Weft Indies, that they had never obferved 
it there ; but that they had found a fenfible 4i^ereace in themfelves £ncft 
they came to England. 

African$ 
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jffricans are * born of a cream colour^ or of a white* In 
this ftate they continue for about a month, when they 
change to a pale yellow. In procefs of time they become 
brown- Their (kin ftill continues to increafe in darknefs 
with their age, till it becomes of a dirty, fallow black, 
and at length, after a certain period of years, glofTy and 
fhining Now, if climate has any influence on 3ie mucous 
fubftance of the body, this variation in the children from 
the colour of their parents is an event, which muft be 
reafonably cxpefted : for being bom white, and not hav- 
ing equally powerful caufes to a£l upon them in colder, as 
their parents had in die hotter climates which they left, it 
muft neceflarily follow, that the (ame e(Fe(% cannot pof&- 
bly be produced. 

Hence alfo, if the hypothefis be admitted, may be 
deduced the re^fon, whv even thofe children, who have 
been brought from their country at an early age into 
colder regions, have been obferved to be of a lighter 
colour than thofe who have remained at home till they 
arrived at a ftate of manhood. For having undergone 
fome of the changes which we mentioned to have attend- 
ed their countrymen from infancy to a certain age, and 
having been taken away before me reft could be com- 
pleted, thefe farther changes, which would have taken 
place had they remained at home, feem either to have 
been checked in their progrefs, or weakened in their de- 
gree, by a colder climate. 

I come now to the fecond and oppofite cafe; for 
a proof of which I fhall appeal to the words of Dr. 
Mitchell, in the Philofophical TranfadHons.f ^ The 
** Spaniards^ who have inhabited -</;w^r/V^7 under the torrid 
** zone for any time, are become as dark coloured as our 
•' native Indians of P^rginia^ of which, I myfelf have been 
" a witnefs ; and were they not to intermarry with the 
^ Europeans^ but lead the fame rude and barbarous lives 

* This circumftance, which always happens, ihews that th»y are de- 
fended from the fame parents as ourfelves ; for had they been a difHndt 
fpecies of men, and the blacknefs entirely ingrafted in their conftitution 
and frame, there is great reafon to prefume, that their children would 
have been born black, 

t Philof. Tranf. No. 476. feft. 4; 

<« with 
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** with the Indiams^ it is very probable tfiat, in a fac«»' 
^ ceffion of many generations, they would become as 
" dark in complexion.'* 

To this inftance I (hall add one^ which is mentioned 
by a * late writer, who defpiibing the African coaflr, and 
die European fettlements thercj has the following pallage. 
" There are feveral other finall Portuguefe fettlements, 
" and one of fome note at Mitomha^ z river in Sierra 
" Leon, The people here called Portuguefe, are princi- 
** pally perfons bred from a mixture of the Rr& Portugueji 
** difcoverers with the natives, and now become, in their 
^ complexion and woolly quality of their hair, perfeSf ne-^ 
^ groesj retaining however a fmattering of the Portugueji 
" language." 

Thefe fafts, with refpeft to the colonifts of the EurO'^ 
feans, are of the higheft importance in the prefent cai^ 
and deferve a ferious attention. For when we know to a 
certainty from whom they are defcended ; when we know 
that they were, at the time of their tranfplantation, of 
the fame colour as thofe from whom theyfeverally fprung; 
and when, on the other hand, we are credibly informec^ 
that they have changed it for the native colour of the 
place which they now inhabit ; the evidence in fupport of 
thefe fads is as great, as if a perfon, on the removal of 
two or three families into another climate, had determin- 
ed to afcertain the circumftance ; as if he had gone with 
them and watched their children ; as if he had commu- 
nicated his obfervations at his death to a fucceiTor ; as if 
his fucceiTor had profecuted the plan, and thus an unin- 
terrupted chain of evidence had been kept up from 
their firft removal to any determined period of fucceeding 
time. 

But though thefe fafts feem fufficient of themfelves to 
confirm my opinion, they are not the only fads which can 
be adduced in its fupport. It can be fliewn, that the 
members of the very fame family^ when divided from each 
other, and removed into different countries, have not 
only changed their family complexion, but that they have 

• Treatifc upon the Trade from Great Britain to Africa, by an African 
merchant* 

changed 
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changed it to as many different colours as they have gone 
into different regions 0^ the world. We cannot have, 
perhaps, a more ftriking inftance of this, than in the 
Jews, Thefe people are fcattered over the face of the 
whole earth. They have preferved themfelves diftinft 
from the reft of the world by their religion ; and, as they 
never intermarry with any but thofe of their own fedl, fo 
they have no mixture of blood in their veins, that (hould 
difier from each other: and yet nothing is more true, 
than that the * Englijh Jew is white, the Portuguefe fwar- 
thy, the Armenian olive, and the Arabian copper j in 
fliort, that there appear to be as many different fpecies of 
Jews-i as there are countries in which they refide. 

To thefe fafts I {hall add the following obfervation, 
that if we can give credit to the ancient hiftorians in ge- 
neral, a change from the darkeft black to the pureft white 
muft have a£hially been accomplifhed. One inftance^ 
perhaps, may be thought fufficient. f Herodotus relates, 
that the Colchi were blacky and that they had crifped hair. 
Thefe people were a detachment of the Ethiopian army 
under Sefojlris^ who followed him in his expedition, and 
fettled in that part of the world, where Colchis is ufually 
reprefented to have been fituated. Had not the fame 
author informed us of this circumftance, we fhould have 
thought it II ftrange, that a people of this defcription 
ihould have been found in fuch a latitude. Now, as they 
were undoubtedly fettled there, and as they were neither 
fo totally deftroyed, nor made any (Itch rapid conquefts, 
as that hiftory mould notice the event, there is great rea- 
fon to prefume, that their defcendants continued in the 
feme, or fettled in the adjacent country ; from whence it 
will follow that they muft have changed their complexion 
to that, which is obfervable in the inhabitants of this 
particular region at the prefent day j or, in other words, 

• I mean fuch only as arc natmet of the countries which we mention* 
and whofe anceftors have been fettJed there for a certain period of time. 

•f" Herodotus. Euterpe, p. 80. Editio Stephanie printed 1570. 

II This circumftance confirms what I faid in a former note, p. 140* 
that even if two nations were to be found in the fame parallel, one of 
whom was black, and the other white, it would form no objedion againil 
the hypothefis of climate, as one of them mighc have been new fctticrs 
from a diftaat country. 

that 
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that the Black inhabitant of Colchis muft have been changdd 
into the */air Grcafjian, 

As I have now (hewn it to be highly probable, from 
the fafts which have been advanced, that climate is the 
caufe of the difference of colour which prevails in the 
different inhabitants of the globe ; we (hall now fhew its 
probability from fo fimilar an effeft produced on the 
mucous fubftance before mentioned by fo fimilar a cauie^ 
that though the id& does not abfolutely prove our con-t 
jefture to be rights yet it will give us a very lively con- 
ception of the manner, in which the phenomenon may 
be caufed. 

This probability may be fhewn in the cafe oi freckle f^ 
which are to be feen in the face of children, but of fuch 
only, as have the thinneft and moft tranfparent (kins, and 
are occafioned by the rays of the fun, ftriking forcibly 
on the mucous fubjiance of the face, and drying the accu- 
mulating fluid. This accumulating fluid, or perfpirable 
matter, is at firfl: colourlefs ; but being expofed to violent 
heat, or dried, becomes brown. Hence, the mucofum 
corpus being tinged in various parts by this brown coagu-^ 
lated fluid, and the parts fo tinged appearing through the 
cuticle^ or upper fur^ce of the fkin, arifes that fpotted ap« 
pearance, obfervable in the cafe recited. 

Now, if we were to conceive a black fkin to be an 
univerfal freckle^ or the rays of the fun to z&, fo univerfally 
on the mucous fubjiance of a perfon's face, as to produce 
thefe fpots fo contiguous to each other that they fhould 
unite, we fhould then fee, in imagination, a face fimilar 
to thofe, which are daily to be feen among black people : 
and if we were to conceive his body to be expofed or 
a£ted upon in the fame manner, we fhould then fee hi$ 
body afiuming a fimilar appearance ; and thus we Ihould 
fee the whole man of a perfe<9: black, or refembling one 
of the naked inhabitants of the torrid zone. Now as the 

* Suppofe, without the knowledge of any hiftori«n» they bad made 
fuch confiderable conqueftsy as to have fettled themfelves at the diflance 
of looo miles in any one dire^ion from Colchis, ftill they muft have 
changed their colour. For had they gone in an Eaftern or Weftern direc- 
tion, they muft have been of the fame colour as the CircaJSansi if to the 
northy whiter ; if to the fouth, of a coppert There are no people within 
that diftance of ColcbiSf who are black. 
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(eat of freckles and of blacknefs is the fame ; as their ap- 
pearance is fimilar ; and as the caufe of the firft is the 
ardour of the fun, it is therefore probable that the caufe 
of the fecond is the fame : hence, if we fubftitute for the 
word " yJ/w," what is analogous to it, the word climate^ 
the fame eftedt may be fuppofed to be produced, and the 
conje£lures to receive a fan£tion. 

Nor is it unlikely that the hypothefis, which confiders 
the caufe of freckles and of blacknefs as the fame, may be 
right. For if blacknefs is occafioned by the rays of the 
fun ftriking forcibly and univerfally on the mucous fuhflance 
of the body, and drying the accumulating fluid, we can 
account for the diflTerent degrees of it to be found in the 
different inhabitants of the globe. For as the quantity of 
perfpirable fluid, and the force of the folar rays is fuccef- 
fively increafed, as the climates are fucceflively warmer, 
from any given parallel to the line, it follows that the 
fluid, with which the mucous fubllance will be ftained, 
will be fuccefHvely thicker and deeper coloured ; and 
hence, as it appears through the cuticle, the complexion 
fucceflively darker ; or, what amounts to the fame thing, 
there will be a difference of colour in the inhabitants of 
every fucceflive parallel. 

From tliefe, and the whole of the preceding obferva- 
tions on the fubje£l, I may conclude, that as all the inha- 
bitants of the earth cannot be otherwife than the children 
of the fame parents, and as the difference of their appear- 
ance muft have of courfe proceeded from incidental 
caufes, thefe caufes arc a combination of thofe qu;Jities, 
which we call climate ; that the blacknefs of the Africans 
is fo far ingrafted in their conftitution, in the courfe of 
many generations, that their children wholly inherit it, if 
brought up in the fame fpot, but it is not fo abfolutely 
interwoven in their nature, that it cannot be removed, if 
they are born and fettled in another ; that Noah and his 
fons were probably of an ol'roe complexion ; that thofe of 
their defcendants, who went farther to the fouth, became 
of a deeper olive or copper ; while thofe, who went flill 
farther, became of a deeper copper or black ; that tliofe, 
on the other hand, who travelled farther to the nortl"^ 
became lefs olive or hrown^ while thofe who went (till 

K farther 
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farther than the former, became lefs brown or white ; and 
that if any man were to point out any one of the colours 
which prevails in the human complexion, as likely to fiir- 
nifli an argument, that the people of fuch a complexion 
were of a different fpecies from the reft, it is probable 
that his own defcendants, if removed to the climate to 
which this complexion is peculiar, would, in the courfe 
of a few generations, degenerate into the fame colour. 

Having now replied to the argument, *' that the Africans 
" are an inferiour link of the chain of nature," as far as 
it depended on their capacity and colour^ I fhall now only 
take notice of an expreffion, which xh^ receivers before- 
mentioned are pleafed to make ufe of, '' that they arc 
" made for flavery." 

Had the Africans been made for Jlavery^ or to become 
the property of any fociety of men, it is clear, from the 
obfervations that have been made in the fecond part of 
this Effay, that they muft have been created devoid of 
reafon : but this is contrary to faft. It is clear alfo, that 
there muft have been many and evident figns of the 
inferiority of their nature^ and that this fociety of men 
muft have had a natural right to their dominion : but this 
is equally fdfe. No fuch figns of inferiority are to be 
found in the one, and the right to dominion in the other 
is incidental: for in what volume of nature or religion is 
it written, that one fociety of men fhould breed flaves for 
the benefit of another ? Nor is it lefs evident that they 
would have wanted many of thofe qualities which they 
have, and which brutes have not : they would have 
wanted that fpirlt of liberty^ that * fenfe of ignominy and 
Jhamc^ which io frequently drives them to the horrid ex- 
tremity of finifhing their own exiftence. Nor would they 
have been endowed with a contemplative poiver 5 for fuch 
a power would have been unneceflary to people in fuch a 
fituation ; or rather, its only ufe could have been to in- 
creafe their pain. We cannot fuppofe therefore that God 
has made an order of beings, with fuch mental qualities 

* There are a particular people among thofe tranfported from Africa 
to the colonies, who immediately on receiving puni/hment, deltroy them- 
felves. This is a fa^ which the ruavers are unable to contrauidt. 

and 
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isind powers, for the fole purpofe of being ufed as beajis^ or 
injiruments of labour. And here^ what a dreadful argu- 
inent prefents itfelf againft you receivers ? For if they have 
no underftandings, as you confefs, then is your conduft 
impious, becaufe, as they cannot perceive the intention of 
your punifhment, your feverities cannot make them better. 
But if, on the other hand, they have underftandings, 
(which has evidently appeared) then is your conduit 
equally impious, who, by deftroying their faculties in 
confequence of the feverity of your difcipline, have re- 
duced men, who had once the power of reafon, to an 
equality with the brute creation. 



CHAP. X* 

The reader may perhaps think, that the receivers have 
by this time expended all their arguments, but their ftore 
is not fo eafily exhaufted. They are well aware that 
jufl-ice, nature, and religion, will continue, as they have 
ever uniformly done, to oppofe their conduft* This has 
driven them to exert their ingenuity, and has occafioned 
that multiplicity of arguments to be found in the prefent 
queftion. 

Thefe arguments are of a different complexion from 
the former. They confift in comparing the ftate oijlaves 
with that of fome of the clafTes of free men, and in cer- 
tain fcenes of felicity, which the former are faid to enjoy. 

It is affirmed that the punifhments, which the Africans 
undergo, are lefs fevere than the military ; that their life 
is happier than that of the Englifh peafant ; that they have 
the advantages of manumiffion ; that they have their little 
fpots of ground, their holy-days, their dances j in fhort, 
that their life is a fcene of feftivity and mirth, and that 
they are much happier in the colonies than in their own 
country. 

Thefe reprefentations, which have been made out with 
much ingenuity and art, may have had their weight with 
the unwary; but they will never pafs with men of con- 
fideration and fenfe, who are accuftomed to eftimate the 
probability of things, before they admit them to be true. 

K 2 Indeed 
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Indeed the bare aflcrtion, that their fituation is even conv-' 
ibrtable, contains its own refutation, or at leaft leads us 
to fufped that the perfon, who aflerted it, has omitted 
fome important confiderations in the account. Such I 
fhall fhew to have been aftually the cafe, and that the 
reprefentations of the receivers^ when ftripped of their 
gloffy ornaments, are but empty declamation. 

It is faid, firft, of military punijhments^ that they are 
more fevere than thofe which the Africans undergo. But 
this is a bare aflertion without proof. It is not fhewn 
even by thofe, who affert it, how the fail can be made 
out. I am left therefore to draw the comparifon myfelf^ 
and to fill up thofe important confiderations, which I 
have juft faid that the receivers had omitted. 

That military punifliments are fevere I confefs, but I 
deny that they are feverer than thofe with which they 
are compared. Where is the. military man, whofe ears 
have been flit, whofe limbs have been mutilated, or whofe 
eyes have been beaten out ? But to avoid argument I will 
even allow, that their punifliments are equal in the degree 
of their feverity : ftill they muft lofe by comparifon. The 
foldier is never puniflicd but after a fair and equitable trial, 
and the decifion of a military court ; the unhappy African 
at the difcretion of his lord. The one * knows what 
particular conduft will conftitute an offence ; the other 
has no fuch information, as he is wholly at the difpofal of 
paffion and caprice, which may impofe upon any aftion, 
however laudable, the appellation of a crime. The for- 
mer has it of courfe in his power to avoid a punifliment ; 
the latter is never fafe. The former is puniflied for a 
real, the latter, often, for an imaginary fault. 

Now will any perfon aflert, on comparing the whole of 
thofe circumftances together, which relate to .their refpec- 
tive punifliments, that there can be any doubt, which of 
the two are in the worft fituation' as to their penal 
fyftems ? 

With refpeft to the declaration, that the life of an Afri^ 
can in the colonies is happier than that of the Englijb 

* The articles of war are regularly read at the head of every reginaent 
In the fervice^ flating thofe particular a£lions which are to be confidered 
as crimes. 

peafanf^ 
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peafant, it is equally falfe. Indeed I can fcarcely with- 
hold my indignation, when I confider, how fhamefuUy 
the fituation of this latter clafs of men has been mifrepre- 
fented, to elevate the former to a flate of fiftitious hap- 
pinefs. If the reprefentations of the receivers be true, it 
is evident that thofe of the moft approved writers, who 
have placed a confiderable fliare of happinefs in the 
cottage^ have been miftaken in their opinion ; and that 
thofe of the rich, who have been heard to figh, and envy 
the felicity of the peafant^ have been treacherous to their 
own fenfations. 

But which are we to believe on the occafion ? Thofe, 
who endeavour to drefs vice in the habit of virtucy or 
thofe, who derive their opinion from their own feelings ? 
The latter are furely to be believed ; and we may con- 
clude therefore, that the horrid picSlure, which is given of 
the life of the peafant^ has not fo juft a foundation as the 
receivers would lead us to fuppofe. For has he no plea- 
fure in the thought, that he lives in his own count ry.^ and 
among his relations and friends ? That he is aSuallyyr^^, 
and that his children will be the fame ? That he can never 
hQ fold as a beaft ? That he can fpeak his mind without 
the fear of the lajh ? That he cannot even be ftruck with 
impunity ? And that he partakes, equally with his fupe- 
riours, of the prote^ion of the law? — Now, there is no 
one of thefe advantages which the African poflefles, and 
no one, which the defenders of flavery take into their 
account. 

Of the other comparifons that are ufually made, I may 
obferve in general, that, as they confift in comparing the 
iniquitous pradtice of flavery with other iniquitous prac- 
tices in force among other nations, they can neither raife 
it to the appearance of virtue, nor extenuate its guilt. 
The things compared are in thefe inftances both of them 
evils alike. They call equally for redrefs, and are equally 
difgraceful to the * governments which fufFer them, if not 

K 3 encourage 

* I cannot omit here to mention one of the cuftoms, which has been 
often brought as a palliation of flavcr)', and which prevailed but a little 
time ago, and I am doubtful whether it does not prevail now, in the 
metropolis of this country, oi kidnapping men for the fervice oi the 
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encourage them, to exift. To attempt therefore to juftify^ 
one fpecies of iniquity, by comparing it with another, is 
no juftification at all ; and is fo far from anfwering the 
purpofe, for which the comparifon is intended, as to give 
us reafon to fufpe<St, that the comparer has but little notioa 
cither of equity or honour. 

I come now to thofe fcenes of felicity, which flaves arc 
iaid to enjoy. The firft advantage which they are faid to 
experience, is that of manumJJJlon. But here the advocates 
for flavery conceal an important circumftance. They 
expatiate indeed on the charms of frtcdom^ and contend 
that it muft be a bleffing in the eyes of thofe, upon whom 
it is conferred. I perfeflly agree with them in this par- 
ticular. But they do not tell us that thefe advantages 
are confined ; that they are confined to fome favourite do^ 
meflick ; that not one in an hundred enjoy them j and that 
they are never extended to thofe who are employed in the 
cultivation of the fields as long as they can work. Thefe 
are they, who are moft to be pitied j who are deflined ta 
perpetual drudgery ; and of whom no one whatever has a 
chance of being freed from his fituation, till death either 
releafes him at once, or age renders him incapable of con- 
tinuing his former labour. And here let it be remarked, 
to the difgrace of the receivers^ that he is then made freCjj 
not — a$ a reward for his paji fervices^ but as his labour is 
then of little or no value, — tofave the * tax. 

With the fame artifice is mention alfo made of the little 
fpots, or gardens^ as they are called, which flaves are faid 
to poflefs from the liberality of the receivers* But people 
muft not be led away by agreeable and pleafant founds. 
They muft not fuppofe that thefe gardens are made for 
flowers J or that they are places of amufement^ in which 

Eaft India Company. Every fubjed, as long as he behaves well, has a 
right to the proteftion of government 5 and the tacit permiffion of fuch 
a fcene of iniquity, when it becomes known, is as much a breach of duty 
in government, as the condudl of thofe fubjedts, who, on other occafions^ 
would be termed, and punifhed as, rebellious. 

* The expenfes of every pariih are defrayed by a poll-tax on negroes^* 
to fave which they pretend to liberate thofe who are paft labour; but 
they itili keep them employed in repairing fences, or in doing fome 
trifling work on a fcanty allowance. For to free z. fidd-ntgrot^ fo long 
as he can work, is a maxim which, notwithftanding the numerous 
boafled manumiflions> no mafier ever thinks of adc^ttng in the colonies. 

they 
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they can fpend their time in botanical refearches and de- 
lights. Alas, they do not furnifli them with a theme for 
fuch pleafmg purfuits and fpeculations ! They muft be 
cultivated in thofe hours, which ought to be appropriated 
to II reft ; and they muft be cultivated, not for an amufe- 
ment, but to make up, if it be pojjible^ the great deficiency 
in their weekly allowance of provifions. Hence it ap- 
pears, that the receivers have no merit whatever in fuch 
an appropriation of land to their unfortunate flaves : for 
they are either under the neceffity of doing this, or of 
lojing them by the jaws of famine. And it is a notorious 
fadl, that, with their weekly allowance, and the produce of 
their fpots together, it is often with the greateft difficulty 
that they preferve a wretched exiftence. 

The third advantage which they are faid to experience, 
is that of holy-days^ or days of refpite from their ufual dif- 
cipllne and fatigue. This is certainly a great indulgence, 
and ought to be recorded to the immortal honour of the 
receivers. I wifli I could exprefs their liberality in thofe 
handfome terms, in which it deferves to be reprefented, or 
applaud them fufEciently for deviating for once from the 
rigours of fervile difcipline. But I confefs, that I am un- 
equal to the talk, and muft therefore content myfelf with 
obferving, that while the horfe has one day in [even to re- 
frefli his limbs, the happy African has but one in "^ fifty-two^ 
as a relaxation from his labours. 

With refpeft to their dances^ on which fuch a particular 
ftrefs has been generally laid, I fear that people may have 
been as fliamefully deceived, as in the former inftances. 
For from the manner in which thefe are generally men- 

II They muft be cultivated always on a Sundayy and frequently In thofe 
hours which (hould be appropriated to Jlcepy or the wre:ched pofTcirors 
muft be inevitably ^^tfrv^df. 

* They are allowed in general three holy-days at Chriftmas, but in 
Jamaica they have two alfo at Eafter, and two at Whitfuntidej fo that 
on the largeft fcale, they have only itvan days in the year, or one day in 
iifty-two. But this is on a fuppofition, that the receivers do not break in 
upon the afternoons, which they are frequently too apt to do. If it fhould 
be faid that Sunday is an holy-day, it is not true ; it is fo far an holy- 
day, that they do not work for their mafters ; but fuch an holy-day, 
that if they do not employ it in the cultivation of their little fpots, they 
muft ht fiarvcd^ 
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tioned, we (hould almoft be led to imagine, that they had 
certain hours allowed them for the purpofe of joining in the 
dance, and that they had every comfort and convenience, 
that people arc generally fiippofed to enjoy on fuch convi- 
vial occafions. . But this is far from the cafe. Reafon in- 
forms us, that it can never be. If they wifti for fuch in- 
nocent recreations, they muft enjoy them in the time that 
is allotted them for fleep ; and fo far are thefe dances from 
proceeding from any uncommon degree of happinefs, which 
excites them to convivial fociety, that they proceed rather 
from an uncommon depre/fion of fpirjts, which makes 
them even facrifice their J reft, for the fake of experien- 
cing for a moment a more joyful oblivion of their cares. 
For fuppofc any one of the receivers^ in 'the middle of a 
4ance, were toaddrefs hisflaves in the following manner : 
** Africans ! I begin at laft to feel for your fituation ; and 
*' my confcience is feverely hurt, whenever I refledi that I 
*' have been reducing thofe to a ftate of mifery and pain, 
" who have never given me offence. You feem to be 
*' fond of thefe exercifes, but yet you are obliged to take 
" them at fuch unfeafonable hours, that they impair your 
'* health, which is fufficiently broken by the intolerable 
** fhare of labour which I have hitherto impofed upon you. 
'' I will therefore make you a propofal. Will you be 
** content to live in the colonies, and you (hall have the 
** half of every week entirely to yourfelves ? or will you 
'' choofe to return to your miferable, wretched country ?" 
•e— But what is that which ftrikes their ears? Which 
makes them motionlefs in an inftant ? Which interrupts 
the feftive fcene ? — their country r — tranfporting found !--» 
Behold ! they are now flying from the dance : you may 
fee them running to the more, and, frantick as it were with 
joy, demanding with open arms an inftantaneous paf&ge 
^ to their beloved native plains. 

Such are the colonial delights^ by the reprefentation of 
which the receivers would perfuade us, that the Africans 
are taken from their country to a region of conviviality 

J Thefe dances are ufually in the middle of the night ; and fo defirous 
are thefe unfortunate people of obtaining but a joyful hour, that they not 
only often give up their fleep, but add to the labours of the day, by going 
feveral miles to obtain it, 

and 
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Hfid mirth ; and that like thofe, who leave their iifual places 
of refidence for a fummer's amufement, they are conveyed 
to the colonies — to bathe^ — to dance^'^-to keep holy-day.^ — to 
be jovial. — But there is fomething fo truly ridiculous in the 
attempt to impofe thefe fcenes of felicity on the publick, 
as fcenes which fall to the lot of flaves, that the receivers 
muft have been driven to great extremities, to hazard them 
to the eye of cenfure. 

The laft point that remains to be confidered is the 
fhameful aflertion, that the Africans are much happier in the 
colonies^ than in their own country. But in what does this 
fuperiour happinefs confift ? In thofe real fcenes, it muft 
be replied, which have been juft mentioned; for thefe, by 
the confeflion of the receivers, conftitute the happinefs 
they enjoy. — But it has been fhewn that thefe have been 
unfairly reprefented ; and, were they realized in the moft 
extenfive latitude, they would not confirm the fadl. For 
if, upon a recapitulation, it confifts in the pleafure of ma^ 
numijfion^ they furely muft have paffed their lives in a much 
more comfortable manner, who, like the Africans at homcy 
have had no occafion for fuch a benefit at all. But the 
receivers^ I prefume, reafon upon this principle, that we 
never know the value of a bleffing but by its lofs. This 
is generally true : but would any one of them make him- 
felf a Jlave for years, that he might run the chance of the 
pleafures of manurnijfton ? Or that he might tafte the 
charms of liberty with a greater relijh? Nor is the afler- 
tion lefs falfe in every other confideration. For if their 
happinefs confifts in the few holy-days^ which in the colonies 
they are permitted to enjoy, what muft be their fituation 
in their own country y where the whole year is but one con- 
tinued holy- day, or ccfiation from difcipline and fatigue ?— 
If in the pofieflion of a mean and contra^ed fpot\ what muft 
be their fituation, where a whole region is their own, pro- 
ducing a] moft fpontaneoufly the comforts of life, and re- 
quiring for its cultivation none of thofc hours, which 
fhould be appropriated to Jleep? — If in the pleafures of the 
colonial dance^ what muft it be in their own country^ where 
they may dance for ever j where there is no ftated hour to 
interrupt their felicity, no intolerable labour immediately 
to fucceed their recreations, and no overfeer to receive 

them 
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them under the difcipline of the laih ? — ^If thefe therefore 
arc the only circumftances, by which the aflertion can be 
proved, I may venture to fay, without fear of oppofitioD, 
that it can never be proved at all. 

But thefe are not the only circumflances. It is faid that 
they are barbarous at home. — But do you receivers civi- 
lize them ? — Your unwillingnefs to convert them to Chrif^ 
tianity, becaufe you fuppofe you muft ufe them more 
kindly when converted, is but a bad argument in favour 
of the h&. 

It is affirmed again, that their manner of life, and their 
fituation is fuch in their own country, that to fay they are 
happy is a jeft. " * But who are you, who pretend to 
" judge of another man's happinefs ? That ftate which 
*' each man, under the guidance of his maker, forms for 
** himfclf, and not one man for another ? To know what 
^' conftitutes mine or your happinefs, is the fole preroga- 
'' tive of him who created us, and c-aft us in fo various 
^ and different moulds. Did your flaves ever complain 
*' to you of their unhappinefs amidft their native woods 
** and defarts ? Or, rather, let me afk, did they ever ceafe 
*' complaining of their condition under you their lordly 
*^ matters ? Where they fee, indeed, the accommodations 
** of civil life, but fee them all pafs to others, themfelves 
*' unbenefitedby them. Be fo gracious then, ye petty ty- 
*' rants over human freedom, to let your flaves judge for 
** themfelves, what it is which makes their own happinefs, 
'* and then fee whether they do notpl^ce it in the return to 
** their own country^ rather than in tl^e contemplation of 
*' your grandeur, of which their mifery makes fo large a 
« part." 

But fince you fpeak with fo i0uch confidence on the 
fubjeft, let me afk you receivers again, if you have ever 
been informed by your unfortunate flaves, that they had no 
connexions in the country from which they have forcibly 
been torn away : or, if you will take upon you to aflert, 
that they never figh, when they are alone ; or that they 
never relate to each other their tales of mifery and woe, 

* Bifhop of Glocefter^s fermon, preached before the fociety for tho 
propagation of the gofpel, at the anuiverfary mectingji on tlie %%SL of Fe- 
bruary, 1766. 

But 
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But you judge of them, perhaps, in an happy moment, 
when you are dealing out to them their provifions for the 
week ; and are but little aware, that, though the counte- 
nance may be cheered with a momentary fmile, the heart 
may be exquifitely tortured. Were you to ihew us, in- 
deed, that there are laws, fubjeft to no evafion, by which 
you are obliged to clothe and feed them in a comfortable 
manner ; were you to fhew us that they are + protected 
^t all ; or that even one in a thoufand of thofe mafters have 
* fufFered death, who have been guilty of prermditated 
murder to their flaves, you would have a better claim ta 
our belief: but you can neither produce the inftances nor 
the laws. The people, of whom you fpeak, are Jlavei^ 
are your own property^ are wholly at your own dilpofah, and 
this idea is fufficient to overturn your afiertions of their 
happinefs. 

But I fliall now mention a circumftance, which, in the 
prefent cafe, will have more weight than all the arguments 
which have hitherto been advanced. It is an opinion, 
which the Africans univerfally entertain, that, as foon as 
death fhall releafe them from the hands of their oppreflbrs, 
they fliall immediately be wafted back to their native 
plains, there to exift again, to enjoy the fight of their be- 
Ipvedj countrymen, and to fpend the whole of their new 
exiftence in fcenes of tranquillity and delight : and fo 
powerfully does this notion operate upon them, as to drive 
them frequently to the horrid extremity of putting a period 
to their lives. Now if thefe fuicides are frequent, (which 
no perfon can deny) what are they but a proof, that the 
fituation of thofe who deftroy themfelves muft have been 
infupportably wretched : and if the thought of returning to 
their country after death, when they have experienced the 

•J- There Is a law, (but let the reader remark, that it prevails but in 
9nf of the colonies), againft mutilation. It took its rife from the fre- 
quency of the inhuman practice. But though a mafter cannot there chop 
oft' the limb of a Have with an axe> he may yet wurk> ftarve^ and beat 
him to death with impunity. 

* Two inftances are recorded by the rece'fvers, out of about ffty'tbw" 

Jand^ where a white man has fuffered death for the murder of a negroe; 

but the receivers do not tell us, that thcfe fuftered more becaufe they 

were the pefts of fociety, than becaafe the murdir of Jlaves was a 

crime, 
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colonial joysy conftitutes their fuprcmc felicity, what are 
they but a proof, that they think there is as much differ-* 
ence between the two fituations, as there is between mi- 
fery and delight ? 

Nor is the ailertion of the receivers lefs liable to a refu-- 
tation in the inftance of thofe, who terminate their own 
exiftence, than of thofe, whom nature releafes from thejr 
perfecutions. They die with a fmile upon their face, and 
their funerals are attended by a vaft concourfe of their 
countrymen, with every poilible f demonflration of joy. 
But why this unufual mirth, if their departed brother has 
left an happy place ? Or if he has been taken from the 
care of an indulgent mafter, who confulted his pleafures, 
and adminiftered to his wants ? But alas, it arifes from 
hence, that he is gone to his happy tountry : a circumftance^ 
fufficient of itfelf, to filencc a myriad of thofe fpecious 
arguments, which the imagination has been racked, and 
will always be racked to produce, in favour of a fyflem of 
tyranny and oppreffion. 

It remains only, that I (hould now conclude the chapter 
with a facSl:, which will (hew that the account, which I 
have given of the fituation of (laves, is ftriftly true, and 
will refute at the fame time all the arguments which have 
hitherto been, and may yet be brought by the receiversy 
to prove that their treatment is humane. In one of the 
we(lern colonies of the Europeans, ♦ fix hundred and fifty 
thoufand (laves were imported within an hundred year^ ; 
at the expiration of which time, their whole pofterity were 
found to amount to one hundred and forty thoufand. This 
fa6l will afcertain the treatment of itfelf. For how (hame- 
fully mujfl: thefe unfortunate people have been opprefled ! 
What a dreadful havock muft famine, fatigue, and cruel- 
ty, have made among them, when we confider, that the 

*}* A negroe-funeral is confidered as a curious fight, and is^ attended 
'with finging, dancing, mufick, and every circumftance that can ihew 
the attendants to be happy on the occafion. 

• In 96 years, ending in 1774, 800,000 flaves had been imported in- 
to the French part of St. Domingo, of which there remained only 
290,000 in 1774. Of this laft number only 140,000 were Creoles, or 
jia;ives of the ifland, i.e. of 650,000 flaves, the whole pofterity were 
140,000. Confidcratlms fur la CQhnie de St, Domingue, publifhed by autho- 
rity in I777» 

defcendants 
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defcendants olfix hundred and fifty thoufand people in the 
prime of life, gradually imported within a century, are lefs 
numerous than thofe, which only f ^^^ thoufand would 
have produced in the fame period, under common advan- 
tages, and in a country congenial to their conftita- 
tions ! 

But the receivers have probably great merit on the oc- 
cafion. Let us therefore fet it down to their humanity. 
Let us fupoofe for once, that this incredible wafte of 
the human fpecies proceeds from a benevolent defign ; that, 
fcnfible of the miferies of a fervile ftate, they refolve to 
wear out, as faft as they poflibly can, their unfortunate 
flaves, that their miferies may the fooner end, and that a 
wretched pofterity may be prevented from iharing their pa- 
rental condition. Now, whether this is the plan of rea- 
foning which the receivers adopt, I cannot take upon me 
to decide j but true it is, that the efFedi: produced is exa6t- 
ly the fame, as if they' had reafoned wholly on this benevo-^ 
lent principle. 



CHAP. XL 

I have now taken a furvey of the treatment which the 
unfortunate Africans undergo, when they are put into the 
hands of the r^rwWri. This treatment, by the four firft 
chapters of the prefent part of this Effay, appears to be 
wholly infupportable, and to be fuch as no human being 
can apply to another, without the imputation of fuch 
crimes, as fliould make him tremble. But as many argu- 
ments are ufually advanced by thofe who have any intereft 
in the practice, by which they would either exculpate the 
treatment, or diminifli its feverity, I allotted the remaining 

*!* Ten thoufand people under fair advantages, and in a foil congenial 
to their conditutions, and where the means of fubfiflencc are cafy, fhould 
produce in a century i6o,ooo» This is the proportion in which the 
Americans incrcafed; and the Africans in their own countiy increafe in 
tlie fame, if not in a greater proportion. Now as the climate of the 
colonies is as favourable to their health as that of their own country, the 
cQufcsof the prodigious de9rcafc in the one, and incicafe in the other, 
'Will be piore confpicuous* 

chapters 
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chapters for the/r difcuffion. In thefe I confidcred the 
probability of fuch a treatment againft the motives of in- 
tcrcft ; the credit that was to be given to thofe difinterefted 
writers on the fubjeft, who have recorded particular in- 
itances of barbarity ; the inferiority of the Africans to the 
human fpecies \ the comparifons that are generally made 
with refpeft to their fituation j the pofitive fcenes of feli- 
city which they are faid to enjoy, and every other argu- 
ment, in (hort, that I have found to have ever been ad- 
vanced in the defence of flavery. Thefe have been all 
confidered, and I may venture to pronounce, that, inftead 
of anfwering the purpofe for which they were intended^ 
they ferve only to bring fuch circumftances to light, as 
clearly fhew, that if ingenuity were racked to invent a 
fituation, that would be the mott diftreffing and infupport- 
able to die human race, it could never invent one, that 

would fuit the defcription better, than the colonial Jla^ 

very. 

If this then be the cafe, and if flaves, notwithftanding 
all the arguments to the contrary, are exquifitely mifer-« 
able, I afk you receivers^ by what right you reduce them to 
fo wretched a fituation ? 

You reply, that you buy them ; that your money confti- 
tutes your right^ and that, like all other things which you 
purchafe, they are wholly at your own difpofaJ. 

Upon this principle alone it was, that I pfofefled to 
view your treatment, or examine your right, when I faid, 
that *' II the queftion refolved itfelf into two feparate parts 
** for difcuffion ; into the African commerce, as explained 
*' in the hiftory of flavery, and the fubfequent flavery in 
** the colonies, ^^ as founded on the equity of the commerce.^* 
Now, fmce it appears that this commerce, upon the fulleft 
inveftigation, is contrary to *' ♦ the principles of law and 
government^ the dictates of reafon^ the common maxims of 
equity^ the laws of nature^ the admonitions of confcience^ 
andy in jhort^ the whole doctrine of natural religion^^ it 
is evident that the rights which is founded upon it, muft 
be the fame ; and that if thofe things only are lawful in the 
fight of God, which are either virtuous in themfelves, or 

I Page ^9* * Page 8o« 
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proceed from virtuous principles, you have no right ever 
them at all. 

You yourfelves alfo confcfs this. For when I afk you, 
whether any human being has* a right to fell you^y you im- 
mediately anfwer. No ; as if nature revolted at the thought, 
and as if it was fo contradiftory to your own feelings, as 
not to require confideration. But who are you, that have 
this exclufive charter of trading in the liberties of man- 
kind ? When did nature, or rather the Author of nature, 
make fo partial a diftinSion between you and them? 
When did He fay, that you ihould have the privilege of 
felling others, and that others (hould not have the privilege 
of felling vou ? 

Now (ince you confefs, that no perfon whatever has a 
right to di(pofe of you in this manner, you muft confefs 
alio, that thofe things are unlawful to be done to you, which 
would be done in confequence of the fale. Let us fup- 
pofe then, that in confequence of the commerce you were 
forced into a fliip ; that you were conveyed to another 
country ; that you were fold there ; that you were con- 
fined to inceffant labour ; that you were pinched by con- 
tinual hunger and thirft j and fubjefl: to be whipped, cut, 
and mangled at difcretion ; and all this at the hands of thofe, 
whom you had never offended ; would you not think that 
you had a right to refift their treatment ? Would you not 
refift it with a fafe confcience ? And would you not be 
furprized, if your refiftance Ihould be termed rebellion ?— 
By the former premifes you muft anfwer, yes. — Such then 
is the cafe with the wretched Africans, They have a right 
to refift your proceedings. 1 hey can refift them, and yet 
they cannot juftly be confidered as rebellious. For though 
we fuppofe them to have been guilty of crimes to one ano- 
ther ; though we fuppofe them to have been the moft aban- 
doned and execrable of men, yet are they perfecSUy inno- 
cent with refpect to you receivers. You have no right to 
touch even the hair of their heads without their own con- 
fcnt. It is not your money, that can inveft you with a 
right. Human liberty can neither be bought nor fold. 
ivery lafh that you give them is unjuft. It is a lafti againft 
nature and religion, and will furely ftand recorded agair.ft 
you, fince they are all, with refpeft to your tmpous felvcs, 

in 
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in a ftate of nature ; in a ftate of original difTociatlon } 
perfeiUy free* 



CHAP. XII. 

Having now confidered both the commerce and Jlavery^ \t 
remains only to coUeft fuch arguments as are fcattered 
in different parts of the work, and to make fuch ad- 
ditional remarks, as prefent themfelves on the fubjeft. 

And firft, let us afk you, who have ftudied the law 
of nature, and you, who are learned in the law of the 
land, if all property muft not be inferiour m its nature 
to its poffeflbr, or, in other words, (for it is a cafe, 
which every perfon muft bring home to his own breaft) if 
you fuppofe that any human being can have a property in 
yourfelves? Let us afk you appraifers, who fcientificallyknow 
the value of things, if any human creature is equivalent 
only to any of the trinkets that you wear, or .at moft, to 
any of the horfes that you ride : or in other words, if you 
have ever confidered the moft coftly things that you have 
valued, as equivalent to your/elves ? Let me afk you ration- 
alifts, if man, as a reafonable being, is not accountable for 
his actions : and let me put the fame queftion to you, who 
have ftudied the divine writings ? Let me afk you parents, 
if ever you thought you poflefTed an authority as fuch, or if 
ever you expefted a duty from your fons j and let me afk 
you fons, if ever you felt an impulfe in your own breafts to 
obey your parents. Now, if you fhould all anfwer as I could 
wifh, if you fliould all anfwer confiftently with reafon, na* 
ture, and the revealed voice of God, what a dreadfiil ar- 
gument will prefent itfelf againft the commerce and flavery 
of the human fpecies, when we refleft, that no man what- 
ever can be brought or reduced to the fituation of a 
(lave, but he muft injiantly become a brute \ he muft inflantly 
be reduced to the value of thofe things.^ which were made for 
his own ufe and convenience ; he muft inftantly ceafe to be ac* 
countable for his a^iions^ and his authority as a parent^ and 
his duty as a fon^ muft be injiantly no more. 

Neither does it efcape my notice, when I am fpeaking 
®f the fatal wound which every focial duty muft receive, 

bow 



jiderably Chriftianity fuiFers by the conduct of you reaiv^ 
frs. For by profecuting this impious commerce, you keep 
the Africans in a ftate of perpetual ferocity and barbarifm ; 
and by profecuting it in fuch a manner^ as muft reprefent 
your religion as a (yftem of robbery and oppteiTion, you not 
only oppofe the propagation of the gofpel, as hx as yoii are 
able yourfelves, but throw the mod certain impediments in 
the way of others^ v^o might attcnipt the glorious and im- 
portant tafk. 

Such alfo is the effed^ which the fubfequent flavery in 
the colonies muft produce. For by your inhuman treats 
ment of the unfortunate Jfricans there, you create the (amc 
infuperable impediments to a converfionv ("or how muft 
they deteft the "very mme of Chriflians^ when you Chrifli^ 
ans are deformed by fo many and dreadful vices ? How 
muft they deteft that fyftem of religion, which appears to 
tefift the natural rights of men^ and to give a iandtion to 
brutality and murder? 

But^ as I am now mentioning Chriftianity, I muft pauie 
for a little time^ to make a few remarks on the arguments 
which are ufually deduced from thence by the receivers.^ in 
defence of their fyftem of opprefBon* For the reader may 
1-eadily fuppofe, that if they did not hefitate to bring the 
0/^Teftament in fupport of their barbarities^ they would 
hardly let the New efcape them» 

St. Paulj having converted Onefimus to the Chriftian 
faith, who was a fugitive flave of Philemon^ fent him 
back to his mafter. This circumftance has furniftied the 
receivers with a plea, that Chriftianity encourages flavery. 
But they have not only ftrained the paflTages which they 
produce in fupport of their aftertions, but are ignorant of 
hiftorical h&s^ The benevolent apoftle^ in the lettef 
which he wrote to Philemon^ the mafter of Onefimusy ad- 
dreffes him to the following efFeft : ** I fend him back to 
** you, but not in his former capacity, * not mw as afer- 
** vanty but above a fervant^ a brother beloved. In this 
*' manner I befeech you to receive him, for though I 
^^ could enjoin you to ao it, yet I had rather it ihould be a 
"^ matter of your own will^ than of necejpty*\ 

* Epi(l* to Philemon. 

h It 
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It appears that the fame Onejimusy v/hen he was fentback^ 
was no longer a jlave^ that he was a minifter of the gofpel j. 
riiat he was joined with Tychicus in an ecclefiaftical com- 
miffion to the church of the Coloffir4nsy and was afterwards 
biihop of Ephefus. If language therefore has any mean- 
ing, and if hiitory has recorded a fa6l which may be be* 
Keved, there is no cafe more oppofite to the dodrine of 
the receiversj than this which they produce in its fup- 
port. 

It is did again, that Chriftianity, among the many im- 
portant precepts which it contains^ does not fumifh us 
mth one for the abolition of flavery; But the reafon is ob- 
vious. Slavery at the time of the introdudion of the got 
pel was univerfallv prevalent, and if Cbriftianity had ab- 
ruptly declared, uiat the millions of (laves ihould have 
been made free, who were then in the world, it would 
have been univerfaUy rejeded, as containing do£faines 
that were dangerous, if not deftruftive, to fociety. In 
cnrder therefore that it might be univerfally received, it 
never meddled, by anypofitive precept, with the civil in- 
ftitutions of the times : but though it does not exprefsly 
lay, that " you fliall neither buy, nor fell, nor poilefs a 
** flave,'* it is evident that, in its general tenour, it fuf-- 
ficiently militates againft the cuftom. 

The firft do&ine which it inculcates, is that of brother- 
ly love. It commands good will towards men. It en- 
joins us to love our neighbours as ourfelves, and to do 
unto all men, as we would that they fhould do unto us. 
And how can anv man fulfil this fcheme of unlverfal bene- 
volence, who reauces an unfortunate peribn againft his willj 
to the moft infupportabU of all human conditions y who con- 
fiders him as his private proper ty^ and treats him, not as a 
brother, nor as one of the fame parentage witii himfelf, 
hut 2iS zn animal of the brute creation ? 

But the moft important dodbine is that, by which we 
are aflured that mankind are to exift in a future ftate, and 
to give an account of thoie adions, which they have fe- 
verally done in the fleih. This ftrikes at the very root of 
flavery. For how can any man be juftly called to an ac- 
count for his adfions, whofe adions are not at bis own dif- 
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^fal f This is the cafe with the '* proper flave. His liberty 
IS abfolutely bought and appropriated -, and if the purchafe 
isjuji and equitable^ he is under the neceffity of perpetrating 
any crime, which the purchafer may order him to commit, 
or, in other words, of ceafmg to be accountable for his 
M&ions» 

Thefe dodh-ines therefore are fufHcient to (hew, that fla- 
^ery is incompatible with the Chriftian fyftem. The, £«- 
r^/>^tf«j confidered themes fuch, when, at:the dofeofthe 
twelfth century, they refifted their hereditary prejudices, 
and occaiioned its abolition* -Hence one, among many 
other proofs, that Chriftianity was the production of infr- 
nite wifdom .; that thojugh it did not take fuch exprefs cog- 
nizance of the wicked national inftitutions of the times, as 
fhould hinder its reception, it ihould yet contain fuch doc- 
trines, as, when it fhould be fully eftablifhed, would be 
fufficient for the abolition of them alL 

Thus then is the argument of you receivers inefFe£tual, 
and your conduft impious, for, by the profecution of 
this wicked flaverv and comnvrce, you not only oppofe 
«tfae propagation otthatt gofpel which ;was ordered to be 
preached unto every creature, and bring it into contempt, 
but you oppofe its tenets alfo : firft, becaufe you violate 
that law of univerfal benevolencny which was vto take away 
thofe hateful diftinCiiions of Jew and Gentile^ Greek and 
Barbarian^ bond2sAfree^ which prevailed when the gofpel 
was introduced ; ,ana fecondly, becaufe, as every man is 
to give an account of his .a<^ions hereafter, it is necef* 
fery that he (bould beyr^^. 

Another argument yet remains, which, though nature 
will abfolutely turn pale at the recital, cannot pofBbly be 
omitted. In thofe wars, which are made for the lake of 
procuring flavcs, it is evident that the conteft muft be 
generally obftinate, and that great numbers muft be flain 
on both fides, before the event can be determined. This 

. ♦The African flave is of this defcription ; jujd I.could wtfli, in iH my ar- 
guments on the prefent fubjeft, to be underftood as having fpokcn only of 
proper Jia'ves* The flave who is condemned to the oar, to the fortificati* 
ons, and other public works, is in a different predicament. His liberty it 
not appropriated^ and therefore none ojf thofe confequences can be juftiy 
vdrawnj which have been deduced in the prefent cafe* 
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we may reafonably apprehend to be the cafe : and I hav^ 
*fhewnf that there have not been wanting inftances^ 
where the conquerors have been fo incenfed at the refift- 
ance they have found, that the fpirit of vengeance has 
entirely got the better of their avarice, and they have 
murdered every individual, without difcriminatiofi ei<- 
tber of age or fex. From thefe and other circum- 
fiances, I thought I had fufficient reafon to conclude, 
that, where Un were fuppofed to be taken, an hufi" 
drtd^ including the victors and vanquiihed, might be fup** 
pofed to perim. Now, as the annual exportation from 
Africa confifts of an hundred thoufand people, and as the 
two orders, namely, of thofe who are privately kidnapped 
by individuals, and of thofe, who are publicldy feized by 
virtue of die authority of their prince, compofe together, 
at leaft, eight-tenths of the African flaves, it follows, that 
about twenty thoufand confilt of thofe of the remaining 
five clafles mentioned in the firft part of the work. Let 
us fuppofe then, that the moft confiderable of thefe, virhich 
confifts of prifoners of war, amounts to fix thoufand an- 
nually, and it will immediately appear that no lefs 
than jfixty thoufand people annually perifli in thofe wars, 
which are made only for the purpofe of procuring flaves. 
But diat this number, which I believe to be by no means 
exaggerated, may be free from all objeftion, I will in- 
clude thofe in the eftimate, who die as they are travelling 
to the ihips. Many of diefe unfortunate people have a 
journey of one thouiand miles to perform on foot, and are 
driven like (heep through inhofpi table woods and deferts, 
where they frequently die in great numbers from fatigue 
and want. Now if to thofe, who thus perifh on the -^Z- 
can continent, by war and travelling, I fubjoin + thofe, 
who afterwards perifh on the voyage, and in the feafoning 
together, it will appear that an hundred thoufand muft an- 
nually perifh, in order that the European plantations may 
receive an effeftual fupply. 

Gracious God ! how wicked, how beyond all example 
impious, muft be that fervitude, which cannot be carried 



• See the defcription of an African battle, Part 2. ch. 9. 
"J* The loweft coicputation i< 40,000, fee p. 105. 
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on without the continual murder of fo many and innocent 
perfons ! What punifliment is not to be expefted for fuch 
monftrous and unparalleled barbarities ! For if the blood 
of one man, unjuftly ftied, cries with fo loud a voice for 
the divine vengeance, how fliall the cries and groans of 
an hundred thoufand men, annually murdered^ afcend the 
celeftial manfions, and bring down that punifliment 
which fuch enormities deferve ! But do 1 mention punifli- 
ment ? Do I allude to that punifliment, which fliall be in- 
fli6ted on men as individuals, in a future life ? Do I al- 
lude to that awful day, which fliall furely come, when the 
matter fliall behold his murdered African face to face? 
When a train of mutilated flaves fliall be brought againfl; 
him ? When he fliall ftand confounded and abaflied ? Or, 
do I allude to that punifliment, which may be inflidted 
on them here, as members of a wicked community ? For 
as a body politick, if its members are ever fo numerous, 
may be confidered as an whole, afting of itfelf, and by 
itfelf, in all affairs in which it is concerned, fo it is ac- 
countable, as fuch, for its condudl ; and as thefe kinds 
of polities have only their exiftence here, fo it is only in 
this world, that, as fuch, they can be puniflied. 

*' Now, whether we confider the crime, with refpefl: 
^' to the individuals immediately concerned in this mod 
" barbarous and cruel traffick, or whether we confider rt 
** as * patronized and encouraged by the laws of the land, 
*' it prefents to our view an equal degree of enormity. A 
" crime, founded on a dreadful pre-eminence in wicked- 
*^ nefs,— a crime, which being both of individuals and the 
*' nation, muft fometime draw down upon us the heaviefl: 
** judgment of Almighty God, who made of one blood 
** all the fons of men, and \v\io gave to all equally a natu- 
*^ ral right to liberty ; and who, ruling all the kingdoms 
** of the earth v/ith equal providential juftice, cannot 
*^ fufFer fuch deliberate, fuch monftrous iniquity, to pafs 
" long unpuniflied.f 

* The leglflature has fquandercd away more money in the profecution 
of the flave trade, within twenty years, than in any other trade whatfo- 
«ver, having granted from the year 1750, to the year 1770, the fum of 
300,000 pounds. 

f Sermon preached before the Univer/jty of Cambridge, by the Rev. 
Pfitex Feckard* 

But 
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But alas ! he (eems already to have interfered on the 
occafion ! The * violent and fupernatural agitations of 
all the elements, which, for a feries of years, have pre- 
vailed in thofe European fettlements, where the unfortu- 
nate Africam are retained in a ftate of (lavery, and which 
have brought unfpeakable calamities on the inhabitants^ 
and publick lodes on the ftates to which they.feverally be* 
long, are fo many awful vifitations of God for this inhu« 
man violation of bis laws. And it is not perhaps unwor- 
thy of remark, that as the fubjcds of Great-Britain have 
nearly half of this impious commerce in their own hands^ 
io they have fuffered in the lame proportion, (x fmore 
Severely than the reft. 

. How far theie misfortunes tnay appear to be ads of 
providence, and to create an alarm to thofe who have 
been accuflomed to refer every efFe£): to its apparent caufe^ 
who have been habituated to flop there, and to overlook 
the finger of God, becaufe it is (lightly covered under the 
veil of fecondary law?, I will not pretend to determine \ 
but this I will aflert with confidence, that the Europeans 
have richly defcrved them all ; that the tear of fympathy, 
which can hardly be reflrained on other melancholy occa« 
fions, feems to forget to flow at the relation of thefe ; and 
that we can never, with any fhadow of juflice, wifh pro- 
sperity to the undertakings of thofe, whofe fuccefs mufl 
be at the cxpenfe of the happinefs of millions of their fel- 
Jow-creatures. 

But this is fufficient. For iflibertv is only an adven- 
titious right ; if men are by no means fuperiour to brutes ; 
if every focial duty is a curfe ; if cruelty is highW to be 
eflecmed ; if murder is fh-idlly honourable, and Chrifli- 
ahity is a lye ; then it is evident^ that the African flavery 

* Tbe iirft noted earthquake at Jamaicay ktppened June the 7th» 
1692, when Port Royal was totally funk. This was fucceeded by one 
in the year 16979 and by another in the year I7isy from which time 
to the prefent> thefe regions of the globe feem to have been feverely vt« 
fited, but particularly during the laft fix or feven years. See a general 
account of the caUmities> occafioned by the late tremendous hurricanes 
and earthquakes in the Weft-Indian iflandsy by Mr. Fowler.« 

^ The many ihips of war belonging to the Britifh navyi which were 
loft with all their crcwi in thefe dreadful hurricanes^ will fufficiently 
f rove the faA« 

may 
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may be purfued, without either the remorfe of confcience, 
or die imputation of a crime. But if the contrary of thi^ 
is true, which reafon muft immediately evince, it is evi- 
dent that no cuftom eftablifhed among men was ever 
more impious ; fince it is contrary to reafon^ j^Jiice^ «^- 
ture^ the principles of law and government^ the whole doc^ 
trine J in Jhort^ of natural religion j and the revealed voice of 
GOD. 



The end. 
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